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SOUTHAMPTON AWAY TRAVEL 

Taking Saints fans away for the past 7 seasons! 

Entertainment & 4G Wifi on Board. Free Food & Drink. 

*Some coaches will now have reclining seats, extra leg room and power points* 

Travel in comfort by coach and arrive in style from Southampton to your designated Football away match venue. Arrive at least 90 minutes before kick-off. 

Pick-up points from Bournemouth, Ringwood, Marchwood, Totton, Hedge End, Botley, Soton Central, Red Jet I.O.W, Stadium, Fleming Park & Winchester, Fleet, Chieveley and Basingstoke 


MAN CITY V SAINTS ■ BOURNEMOUTH V SAINTS ■ CHELSEA V SAINTS I SPURS V SAINTS 

Wed 29th Nov - £29.75pp ■ Sun 3rd Dec - £14.95pp ■ Sat 16th Dec - £20.95 pp ■ Sat 26th Dec Boxing Day 

(Free Food & Drink) ■ (Free Food & Drink) ■ (Free Food & Drink) ■ Price TBC 


For more details on how to purchase your ticket, contact: 07801867365 (Nick) 07961030850 (Alex) * WWW.SOUthamptonawaytravel.CO.llk 
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Coleman 
leaves 
Wales for 
Sunderland 


SAINTS 


WINCHESTER resident Chris 
Coleman is set to become the 
new manager of Sunderland after 
resigning his position with Wales. 

Sunderland are expected to 
confirm Coleman’s appointment 
within the next 48 hours. 

Coleman, 47, became the most 
successful manager in Welsh history 
when he guided the national team to 
the semi-finals of Euro 2016 in 
France. 

Foottball Association of Wales 
chief executive Jonathan Ford said: 
“We are extremely disappointed to 
see Chris’ tenure as Wales manager 
come to an end. 

“The FAW and Wales as a nation 
will be eternally grateful for the job 
he has done over the last six years 
as national team manager, from 
travelling the length and breadth of 
Wales outside of the media spotlight 
to talk to players and supporters, to 
guiding us to the semi-finals of the 
European Championships. 

“We wish Chris the very best of 
luck for the future as he returns to 
club management, a desire for which 
he has always been honest and open 
about.” 

Wales assistant manager Kit 
Symons has also resigned and is 
expected to join Coleman at the 
Stadium of Light. 

Robbie Stockdale will be in charge 
for Sunderland’s clash with Millwall 




Adam 

Utah 


4 TEAM NEWS 


Chris Coleman 

on Saturday, but Coleman should be 
in the dugout for Tuesday’s trip to 
Aston Villa. 

Sunderland are currently bottom of 
the Sky Bet Championship and 
sacked Simon Grayson on October 
31. 

Northern Ireland manager Michael 
O’Neill and Barnsley’s Paul 
Heckingbottom had both been 
heavily linked with the post. 

But Coleman’s appointment will be 
seen as something of a coup for 
Sunderland chief executive Martin 
Bain. 

Coleman missed out on World Cup 
qualification last month, but his 
credit remains high after taking 
Wales to their first major tournament 
for 58 years. 

He became the youngest manager 
in the Premier League when he was 
appointed Fulham manager at the 
age of 33 in 2003. 

He took them to ninth but lost his 
job in 2007 and spent six months at 
Real Sociedad. 

He then had unsuccessful spells 
with Coventry and Greek side AEL 
before Wales called. 

Coleman took over Wales during 
the darkest point in their history 
following the death of his great 
friend Gary Speed. 


SAINTS’ poor form extended to 
one win in seven as their tough 
run of fixtures started with a 3-0 
defeat at Anfield. 

Mauricio Pellegrino’s side 
were well beaten by Liverpool, 
who triumphed via two first half 
goals from Mo Salah, and one in 
the second period from Philippe 
Coutinho, while Saints failed to 
register a shot on target during 
the 90 minutes. 

The defeat leaves Saints staring 
at a vital looking home game 
against Everton up next in which 
they need three points to ease 
the nerves as they begin to look 
over their shoulders during a run 
which sees them play all of the 
Premier League’s top six. 

Saints had an immediate 
concern as Dusan Tadic went 
down injured inside the first 
minute, but after treatment he 
was able to continue. 

It was an interesting start to 
the game tactically, with both 
sides prepared to press high 
up the field when they had the 
chance, but were also content to 
sit in deep to defend. 

Liverpool caused a bit of panic 
in the Saints backline on nine 


MAURICIO Pellegrino made two 
changes from the side that lost at 
home to Burnley for the trip to face 
Liverpool at Anfield. 

Wesley Hoedt came in for Maya 
Yoshida at centre back. 

The striker’s role went to Shane Long 
with Manolo Gabbiadini on the bench. 

Steven Davis continued in the heart of 
midfield with Mario Lemina still 
sidelined with an ankle injury 
Former Saints star Sadio Mane was fit 
enough to start despite a scare with a 


minutes as a deflected shot found 
Trent Alexander-Arnold. Virgil 
van Dijk did enough to ensure 
he couldn’t make proper contact. 
After Fraser Forster had failed to 
hold a tough loose ball Mohamed 
Salah’s shot was blocked. 

Moments later Salah had the 
chance to shoot on the turn but 
missed the target. 

For all Saints’ defensive work, 
they were still vulnerable to 
Liverpool’s attacking pressure 
and Forster had to make two 
saves in the space of a minute. 

First he dived to his right to 
push away a shot from Geroginio 
Wijnaldum from outside the area. 

Philippe Coutinho was the next 
to test him with a low drive form 
20 yards that required a much 


hamstring injury. Dejan Lovren was also 
in the Liverpool team. 

SAINTS: Forster, Cedric, van Dijk, Hoedt, 
Bertrand, Romeu, Davis, Tadic, Boufal, 
Redmond, Long. Subs: McCarthy, 
Yoshida, Targett, Hojbjerg, Ward-Prowse, 
Gabbiadini, Austin. 

LIVERPOOL: Mignolet, Alexander-Arnold, 
Klavan, Lovren, Moreno, Henderson, 
Wijnaldum, Coutinho, Mane, Salah, 
Firmino. Subs: Karius, Milner, Gomez, 
Sturridge, Oxlade-Chamberlain, Can, 
Solanke. 


better stop to turn wide. 

The Brazilian midfielder had 
the chance to shoot again with a 
free kick 25 yards out in a decent 
position, but blazed well over the 
bar. 

Eventually the pressure told 
as Liverpool took the lead on 31 
minutes. 

It came in part due to a Saints 
error as Virgil van Dijk headed 
a corner clear to the edge of the 
box where Tadic picked up the 
loose ball. 

He dwelt on it a little too long 
as he drifted back across the face 
of the box and was robbed by 
Robert Firmino. 

A few quick passes later the 
ball was at the feet of Salah just 
outside the area on the right 


hand side, and he measured a 
perfect curling left footed finish 
that bent inside the far post for 
1 - 0 . 

Saints put Simon Mignolet 
under pressure for the first time 
on 39 minutes as Cedric Soares 
got in a cross from the right 
which the Liverpool keeper had 
to punch away with Sofiane 
Boufal challenging for the ball. 

Things got worse for Saints on 
41 minutes as Liverpool doubled 
their lead. 

Coutinho was the provider 
with a pass that split the Saints 
defence and Salah was again the 
finisher. He produced a darting 
run in front of Ryan Bertrand 
and behind Wesley Hoedt and 
chipped a lovely first time past 
Forster from just outside the six 
yard box for 2-0. 

Bertrand went close with a free 
kick that went over the wall but 
wide of the target before half 
time but at the break Saints had 
it all to do if they were to get 
anything from the game. 

Boufal had the first real effort 
of the second period but from a 
difficult angle it went well over 
the bar. 

The Moroccan was in action 
again on 51 minutes, trying to 
work space in the area to get in 
a shot only to see Dejan Lovren 
make a sliding block when he did 
get an effort away. 
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SAINTS 




Sadio Mane (left) and Dusan Tadic. 


Mohamed Salah celebrates scoring his second goal. 


It was still Liverpool who 
looked the more dangerous and 
Forster had to save with his legs 
to keep out Firmino after another 
incisive Coutinho through ball. 

Pellegrino made his first 
change on 55 minutes with 
Charlie Austin replacing Tadic 
and going through the middle 
with Shane Long dropping out to 
wide right role. 

Alberto Moreno was blocked 
out by the back tracking Nathan 
Redmond as he tried to turn 
inside in the area rather than 
shooting first time after another 
defence splitting pass. 

Oriol Romeu picked up the first 
booking of the game for a foul 
on Firmino, which was his fifth 
of the season meaning he will be 
suspended for the game against 
Everton. 

Coutinho came close again as 
Liverpool continued to threaten a 
third but his shot went narrowly 
wide. 

There was no stopping the 
Brazilian from finally getting on 
the scoresheet on 68 minutes. 


Mane found Firmino with a 
lovely cut back pass, with the 
striker’s shot cannoning back off 
of the body of Forster. It fell to 
Coutinho who calmly sidefooted 
home. 

It was his last action as he was 
immediately replaced by Emre 
Can with James Ward-Prowse 


also coming on for Boufal. 

Austin had a sight of goal from 
Ward-Prowse’s inswinging free 
kick but headed wide. 

Liverpool made a second 
switch on 74 minutes with 
former Saints star Alex Oxlade- 
Chamberlain replacing Mane. 

Saints had a final roll of the 


dice on 79 minutes with Manolo 
Gabbiadini coming on for Long 
before James Milner replaced 
Salah. 

Firmino had come close a 
few times already and clearly 
fancied a goal but his turn and 
shot across goal went just wide 
of the far post. 

Can tried to make something 
happen late on with a surging 
run but his cross just drifted 
away and behind. 

The fourth official held up the 
board to show three minutes of 
added time and Virgil van Dijk 
made a timely intervention in 
the area to prevent a possible 
fourth Liverpool goal after 
Oxlade-Chamberlain had got 
the ball off of Redmond and got 
in a cross towards Firmino. 

When the final whistle came 
it was a welcome relief to 
Saints, who had long since 
been well beaten and now 
face the challenge of picking 
themselves up before a big 
home game against Everton 
they really need to win. 


Mauricio Pellegrino. 

“I think we started well 
the first half an hour 
because we were pressing 
more or less ok, well 
organised and we make a 
couple of counter attacks,” 
he reflected. 

“After we make a couple 
of mistakes that against 
this type of team you 
cannot because they have 
got quality in front and 
they don’t need too many 
chances to score. 

“After the second goal it 
was really difficult for us to 
come back into the game. 

“We tried to change 
some players, to change 
positionally and even our 
style playing more direct 
with Shane or Charlie but 
we never create this chance 
to try to score and be in the 
game.” 



'In a difficult 
monment' 

CONCERNED Saints 
boss Mauricio Pellegrino 
admitted his team are in 
a “difficult moment” after 
they were comfortably 
beaten 3-0 at Liverpool. 

Saints started the game 
fairly well, but were never 
in it once Mo Salah scored 
his second of the game 
during the first half. 

A lacklustre reaction left 
Saints defeated again and 
in a run of just one win in 
their last seven matches. 

Pellegrino said: “For sure 
it’s not good news for us 
and we know we are in a 
difficult moment and now 
we have to react because 
every team is really 
difficult. 

“The difference between 
the group of teams we are 
is really tight. 

“We have to try to react 
and to show our best face 
next week.” 

Pellegrino had been 
optimistic ahead of the trip 
to Anfield, but that proved 
to be misplaced. 
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LIVERPOOL VS SAINTS, NOVEMBER 18, ANFIELD 


Emmerdale Village 
& Studio Experience 

Lights! Camera! Action! 

2 days from £189.00,12 May & 18 Aug 2018 

Discover the magic that lies at the heart of the TV series. 

Highlights & inclusions 

• Visit to the outdoor‘Emmerdale Village - The Tour’filming 
set, including a 90-minute guided walking tour 

• Visit to the indoor ‘Emmerdale Studio Experience’ complete 
with an 80-minute guided tour 

• Visit to the famous ‘Woolpack’ pub in Esholt 

• One night’s dinner, bed and buffet breakfast 
accommodation in a three-star standard hotel 

• Coach travel from the local area 

• Escorted by a friendly tour manager 


Reader Offer ^market 




Daily Echo 


call 0330 160 7751 [ncs_ 

Visit www.newmarket.travel/ncs20090 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Holidays Ltd. ABTA V7812. Subject to 
availability. Single supplements apply. Standard phone charges. 


#ABTA 

Travel with confidence 
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Russia 2018 - 
the qualifiers 

Argentina 

Coach: Jorge Sampaoli 
Star player: Lionel Messi 
World Cup best: Winners 1978, 1986 

A nervy qualification campaign 
saw one of world football’s great 
powers book their place at the last 
opportunity with victory over 
Ecuador but the losing finalists in 
2014 will be looking to go one 
better. 

Australia 

Coach: Ange Postecoglou 
Star player: Aaron Mooy 
World Cup best: Second round 2006 

Completing a quintet of qualifiers 
from the Asian groups, Australia 
conquered Honduras over two play¬ 
off legs. Were pointless at Brazil 
2014 and long-serving talisman Tim 
Cahill is on the wane. 

Belgium 

Coach: Roberto Martinez 
Star player: Eden Hazard 
World Cup best: Fourth place 1986 

Unbeaten in qualifying, Belgium’s 
hugely talented squad will be 
hoping to build on their quarter-final 
appearance four years ago having 
reached the same stage at Euro 
2016. 

Brazil 

Coach: Adenor Leonardo Bacchi (Tite) 
Star player: Neymar 
World Cup best: Winners 1958,1962, 
1970, 1994, 2002 

The five-time champions were the 
first team other than hosts Russia to 
qualify for the tournament after a 



Neymar 


very impressive campaign. Brazil 
have not made a World Cup final 
since their last title in 2002. 

Colombia 

Coach: Jose Pekerman 
Star player: Radamel Falcao 
World Cup best: Quarter-finals 2014 

Colombia’s star has waned a little 
since their brilliant showing in 2014, 
when they reached the last eight 
and were narrowly and 
controversially beaten by Brazil. 
Finished fourth in South American 
qualifying. 

Costa Rica 

Coach: Oscar Ramirez 

Star player: Keylor Navas 

World Cup best: Quarter-finals 2014 

Finished second in CONCACAF 
qualifying, with the highlight being a 
4-0 victory over the United States. 
Will be hard pushed to match their 
2014 performance, when they beat 
Italy, Uruguay and Greece before 
losing to Holland on penalties. 

Croatia 

Coach: Zlatko Dalic 

Star player: Ivan Rakitic 

World Cup best: Third place 1998 

Continued on facing page 
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10-man Cherries 


Echo 

reporter 


HAT-trick hero Callum Wilson 
scored his first Premier League 
goals since his injury nightmare 
as 10-man Bournemouth inflicted 
more away-day misery on Hud¬ 
dersfield. 

The striker, who was sidelined 
for nine months after suffering 
a second serious knee ligament 
problem in January, set the Cher¬ 
ries on course to a 4-0 success 
with a first-half double before 
claiming his third late on after 
Harry Arter had added another. 

Huddersfield, who have now 
failed to score on the road in five 
league games, were given some 
hope when Cherries captain Si¬ 
mon Francis was sent off just 
before half-time with the score at 
2-0 but the hosts emphatically reg¬ 
istered a third win in four league 
games. 

Home boss Eddie Howe opted 
to stick with the same starting XI 
which triumphed at Newcastle 
last time out, while Huddersfield 
head coach David Wagner made 
two enforced alterations from the 
team which saw off West Brom 
before the international break. 

Terriers defender Martin 
Cranie was handed his first Pre¬ 
mier League start since playing 
for Portsmouth against Manches¬ 
ter United in August 2007 in place 
of the suspended Christopher 
Schindler, and Danny Williams 
was brought into the midfield as 
Jonathan Hogg did not travel due 
to the birth of his son on Friday 
evening. 

It was the visitors who began 
in the ascendancy, enjoying the 
greater share of possession and 
carving out a couple of inviting 
opportunities. 

Dutch winger Rajiv van La Par¬ 
ra was the first to go close when 
his side-foot shot from the edge 
of the box was palmed away by 
Cherries goalkeeper Asmir Bego- 
vic before marauding left wing- 
back Scott Malone burst in the 
box past Steve Cook and poked 
narrowly wide of the right post. 

Huddersfield’s last victory at 
Bournemouth came in a League 
One meeting in August 2007 and 
their poor record at the Vitality 
Stadium looked set to continue 
following Wilson’s quick-fire, al¬ 
beit contentious, brace. 

For the first, Cherries left-back 
Charlie Daniels escaped punish¬ 
ment for a late tackle which left 
Florent Hadergjonaj crumpled 
in a heap near the halfway line 
and moments later Wilson was 
on hand to head in Jordon Ibe’s 
left-wing corner from close range 
with 26 minutes played. 

Set-pieces were proving a prob¬ 



lem for the Terriers and they fell 
further behind five minutes later 
when Wilson, who may have been 
marginally offside, emphatically 
turned in Andrew Surman’s low, 
left-wing free-kick. 


Midfielder Surman then went 
close to adding a third when his 
20-yard shot was tipped over by 
Terriers keeper Jonas Lossl. 

The hosts were threatening to 
be out of sight by the break but 


there was a shift in the momen¬ 
tum deep in first-half stoppage 
time when Bournemouth skip¬ 
per Francis, who had earlier been 
booked for a foul on Van La Parra, 
brought down the same man for a 
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demolish Terriers 
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l*ugh (left) 
and Huddersfield 
Town's Rajiv van 
La Parra 
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Harry Arter scores 


Callum Wilson 
(left) celebrates 
with Jordon I be 




second time and was deservedly 
dismissed. 

Wilson then escaped a card ear¬ 
ly in the second period when he 
caught Town captain Aaron Mooy 
in the face with a raised arm. 


Unsurprisingly, given their nu¬ 
merical advantage, the away side 
had all of the play in the second 
period but, after failing to create 
anything of note, they fell further 
behind in the 70th minute follow¬ 


ing a mistake by Malone. 

The defender tried to dribble 
the ball out from the back before 
being dispossessed by Republic 
of Ireland midfielder Arter who 
took his time, cut inside and pow¬ 


erfully found the bottom-right 
corner. And man of the match 
Wilson had the final say as he 
drilled home six minutes from 
time to complete his treble follow¬ 
ing Josh King’s pull-back. 


Russia 2018- 
the qualifiers 

from facing page 

Rakitic, Luka Modric and Ivan 
Perisic make for one of the best 
creative midfields in the tournament 
but they have failed to make it out of 
their group on their last three 
appearances since reaching the 
semi-finals at France 98. 

Denmark 

Coach: Age Hareide 

Star player: Christian Eriksen 

World Cup best: Quarter-finals 1998 

After missing out in 2014, Eriksen 
propelled Denmark back to the 
World Cup finals with a hat-trick in 
their play-off victory over the 
Republic of Ireland. The Danes failed 
to get out of their group on their last 
appearance in 2010. 

Egypt 

Coach: Hector Cuper 

Star player: Mohamed Salah 

World Cup best: First round 1934, 1990 

Egypt will make only their third 
appearance at a World Cup finals 
and their first since 1990 after 
booking their place in Russia with 
victory over Congo. Runners-up to 
Cameroon in this year’s African 
Nations Cup. 

England 

Coach: Gareth Southgate 
Star player: Harry Kane 
World Cup best: Winners 1966 
A comfortable qualification campaign did 
nothing to boost optimism for England's 
chances in Russia. A first major tourna¬ 
ment in charge for Southgate, with the 
Three Lions having failed to reach the 
quarter-finals at the last two World Cups. 

France 



Harry Kane 


Coach: Didier Deschamps 
Star player: Antoine Griezmann 
World Cup best: Winners 1998 

Knocked out in the quarter-finals in 
2014, France have built a hugely 
impressive squad and will hope to 
make up for their near miss on home 
soil in Euro 2016, when they lost in 
the final to Portugal. 

Germany 

Coach: Joachim Low 

Star player: Toni Kroos 

World Cup best: Winners 2014 (West 

Germany were champions in 1954, 1974 

and 1990) 

The reigning champions qualified 
in style, winning all 10 of their 
games, scoring 43 goals and 
conceding only four. Their golden 
generation is ageing but remains a 
force and has been enhanced by 
young blood. 

Iceland 

Coach: Heimir Hallgrimsson 
Star player: Gylfi Sigurdsson 
World Cup best: Debut 

The smallest nation by population 
ever to qualify for the World Cup 
finals, Iceland followed up their Euro 
2016 heroics by topping a group 
featuring Croatia, Ukraine and 
Turkey. 

Continued on page 8 
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Russia 2018- 
the qualifiers 

from page 7 

Iran 

Coach: Carlos Queiroz 
Star player: Sardar Azmoun 
World Cup best: First round 1978, 
1998, 2006, 2014 

This will be Iran’s fourth 
appearance from the last six 
World Cup finals, but their only 
victory came against the USA in 
1998. Won their final qualifying 
group ahead of South Korea. 

japan 

Coach: Vahid Halilhodzic 
Star player: Shinji Kagawa 
World Cup best: Second round 2002, 
2010 

Will be appearing at their sixth 
consecutive World Cup finals 
after winning their qualification 
group. Did not win any of their 
three group games at the 2014 
tournament. 

Mexico 

Coach: Juan Carlos Osorio 
Star player: Javier Hernandez 
World Cup best: Quarter-finals 1970, 
1986 

Mexico are traditionally the 
strongest team in the CONCACAF 
region and again qualified 
comfortably. They have reached 
the second round at the last six 
tournaments without once going 
further. 

Morocco 

Coach: Herve Renard 

Star player: Medhi Benatia 

World Cup best: Second round 1986 

Well-travelled coach Renard will 
have relished beating his former 
employers Ivory Coast to top spot 
in a tough qualifying group. The 
North Africans are back at the 



Victor Moses 


finals for the first time since 1998. 

Nigeria 

Coach: Salisu Yusuf 
Star player: Victor Moses 
World Cup best: Second round 1994, 
1998, 2014 

A very impressive qualifying 
campaign booked Nigeria’s place 
in Russia. The Super Eagles have 
only missed one of the last seven 
tournaments but 2014’s victory 
over Bosnia-Herzegovina was 
their first since 1998. 

Panama 

Coach: Hernan Dario Gomez 
Star player: Gabriel Torres 
World Cup best: Debut 

Panama have been edging 
closer to reaching the World Cup 
finals for the first time in recent 
tournaments and crossed the line 
this time thanks to a last-gasp 2-1 
victory over Costa Rica in their 
final qualifier. 

Peru 

Coach: Ricardo Gareca 

Star player: Paolo Guerrero 

World Cup best: Quarter-finals 1970 

Continued on facing page 


PREMIER LEAGUE _ 

Reds addressing 
issues off the pitch 



Mark 

Staniforth 


ANFIELD, where Saints were 
visiting this weekend, stands as 
a proud symbol of Liverpool’s 
global financial muscle. 

Yet just a few yards away are 
some of the most impoverished 
areas in the country where food 
poverty is a real issue. 

The stark contrast between the 
money spent on Anfield and on 
the footballers who play there 
has not been lost on the club, who 
launched their Red Neighbours 
programme in January to tackle 
the issues which affect those liv¬ 
ing in the shadow of the stadium. 

“On the field of play you have 
talent in the Liverpool team 
worth hundreds of millions of 
pounds and yet 200 yards away 
you have families who struggle 
to put three square meals on the 
table every day,” chief executive 
officer Peter Moore said.. 

“The economic demographic 
of postcodes L4, L5 and L6 repre¬ 
sents some of the most impover¬ 
ished areas in the United King¬ 
dom. 

“We have kids who, because par¬ 
ents can’t afford anything better, 
go to school with a Diet Coke and 
a bag of Doritos, which is far from 
ideal. 

“We are not blind to the irony of 
what you can see on these great 
European nights and then you 
walk the streets and people are in 
need. 

“That would be irresponsible 
and immoral and we are doing 
everything we can to do our bit to 
help as best as we can with food, 
educational programmes and 
physical activities.” 

Earlier this month Liverpool 
announced they would start pay¬ 
ing all staff the real living wage 
as a minimum from the start of 
June 2018 and before last month’s 
3-0 win over Huddersfield a record 
728 kilograms of food was collect¬ 
ed by a pre-match food bank. 

There was another food bank 
collection ahead of this week¬ 
end’s visit of Saints, while other 
activities such as walking foot¬ 
ball for the over-50s, chair-based 
yoga and a social club at Anfield 
for the elderly community and an 
education centre for youngsters 
are now regular events on the cal¬ 
endar. 

“We are a unique city and the 
impact we have, both positive and 
negative, we take seriously,” add¬ 
ed Moore. 

“The impact we can sometimes 


have is negative around the stadi¬ 
um itself so like any good neigh¬ 
bour who has some resources we 
try to spread the wealth.” 

Unusually for a Premier League 
CEO, Moore is proactive on social 
media, using his profile to pro¬ 
mote community events and en¬ 
gage with fans. 

But the former chief competi¬ 
tion officer at EA Sports is well 
aware of the drawbacks of Twit¬ 
ter, especially when the transfer 


window comes around and he is 
inundated with tweets urging the 
club to sign players. 

“It has its pitfalls to say the 
least,” said Moore, whose role at 
the club no longer involves trans¬ 
fer dealings any more since the 
appointment of Michael Edwards 
as sporting director. 

“But I always believe the ben¬ 
efits of being open, transparent 
and candid with the people who 
pay your salary far outweighs 


the minority who take the oppor¬ 
tunity to turn you into a digital 
punching bag. 

“I have a massively thick skin 
and I try not to take the bait. I al¬ 
most feel I should share a house 
with some players who we have 
apparently not signed 

“I can’t wait for the next trans¬ 
fer window, it is such a fun time.” 

Virgil van Dijk might not agree 
with that last sentence... 









SPORTS PINK 


Saturday, November 18, 2017 


9 


PREMIER LEAGUE 



Premier League round-up - City remain unbeaten 


MANCHESTER City maintained their unbeaten start to the 
Premier League season with a 2-0 win at Leicester. 

Gabriel Jesus’ 10th goal of the campaign in all 
competitions put the league leaders in front on the stroke of 
half-time following a wonderful team move. 

Kevin De Bruyne then added a second with a rising left¬ 
footed effort from 20 yards in the 49th minute after a swift 
counter-attack. 

The visitors rode their luck at times, particularly when 
Vincent Kompany avoided a red card for a foul on Jamie 
Vardy, who was bearing down on goal. 

However, Pep Guardiola’s side are now unbeaten in 24 
matches in all competitions after picking up their 16th 
consecutive victory - a record for an English side. 

Chelsea remain nine points behind Manchester City after 


running out easy 4-0 winners against West Brom to increase 
the pressure on Baggies boss Tony Pulis. 

Alvaro Morata reacted quickest to Eden Hazard’s saved 
shot to fire the visitors into a 17th-minute lead - his ninth goal 
for the Blues this season. 

Hazard then doubled Chelsea’s lead six minutes later after 
rounding Ben Foster and Marcos Alonso all-but sealed the 
victory seven minutes before the break. 

Hazard added his second just past the hour mark and the 
Blues saw out the rest of the game to condemn West Brom 
to a 10th Premier League game without a win. 

Arsenal proved they are still a force to be reckoned with by 
blowing away Tottenham in a pulsating north London derby. 

Goals from Shkodran Mustafi and Alexis Sanchez secured 
the Gunners a dominant 2-0 victory at the Emirates Stadium 


in the early kick-off. 

Crystal Palace remain rooted to the bottom of the table 
after a 2-2 draw against managerless Everton. 

James McArthur opened the scoring for Palace inside the 
opening minute but Leighton Baines equalised from the 
penalty spot five minutes later after Scott Dann fouled 
Ademola Lookman. 

Wilfried Zaha restored the home side’s lead after 35 
minutes before the Toffees hit back again through Oumar 
Niasse on the stroke of half-time. 

Jack Cork scored against his former club to help Burnley 
beat struggling Swansea 2-0 at Turf Moor. 

Cork opened the scoring on the half-hour mark and Ashley 
Barnes fired home a wonderful effort from 25 yards in the 
40th minute to secure victory for the Clarets. 


Just £100 to watch 
Town in the Prem 



Huddersfield Town have the cheapest season ticket in the Premier League - at just £100. 


The latest BBC Price of Football 
study has been published, featur¬ 
ing data for the 2017-18 season. 

Here, the Sports Pink outlines a 
selection of the findings. 

• More than 80 per cent of tick¬ 
et prices have either been reduced 
or frozen for the current Premier 
League season. 

• Average season ticket prices 
across the Premier League are at 
their lowest levels since 2013, hav¬ 
ing fallen for the second consecu¬ 
tive year. 

• While the average for cheap¬ 
est season tickets in the Premier 
League is down by 1.85 per cent 
from last season (to £464 from 
£472.75), for cheapest adult home 
matchday tickets it has increased 
by 0.86 per cent (£29.05 to £29.30). 

• The league’s cheapest season 
ticket is offered by Huddersfield 
at £100, while the most expensive 
is at Arsenal, costing £1,768.50. 

• In terms of cheapest adult 
home matchday tickets, the low¬ 
est price in the division is Liv¬ 
erpool’s at £9 and the highest is 
Chelsea’s at £47. 

• The average cost of a single 
home matchday ticket to watch 
football in the Championship has 
fallen for this season. 

• Average season ticket and 
single matchday ticket prices in 
League One have been cut, while 
the cost of watching football in 
League Two has risen more than 
in any other English league this 
term. 

• The National League has seen 
the fewest number of ticket price 
increases across the English 
leagues for this season. 

• Cheapest and most expensive 
season ticket prices are, on aver¬ 
age, up in every league in Scottish 
football, except the Champion¬ 
ship, where both have fallen. 

• Replica shirt prices continue 
to rise in the Premier League this 
season, with the average adult 
shirt now costing more than £50 
for the first time, while the av¬ 


erage cost of a junior shirt has 
topped £40. Manchester United, 
Manchester City and Tottenham 
all price adult shirts at £60. 

• The most expensive adult 
shirt in the Championship is As¬ 
ton Villa’s, which costs £55. The 
cheapest adult shirt is offered by 
Burton for £39.99. 

• More than half of clubs in 
the Premier League increased the 


cost of their pies. Only West Ham 
reduced the price. The average 
price for a pie is £3.65 - up 4.58 per 
cent since last season. 

• In League Two, Coventry 
charge the most for a pie - £4. The 
cheapest pie is available at Carl¬ 
isle for £2. 

• The most expensive pie in 
Scotland is at Aberdeen in the 
Premiership - £2.70. 


• The average cost of a cup of 
tea is more in the Championship 
than in the Premier League - by 
three pence. QPR offer the most 
expensive tea in British football 
at £3.20. 

• You can pay as little as 15 eu¬ 
ros (£13) to watch Bayern Munich, 
12.50 euros (£11) for Ajax or 10 eu¬ 
ros (£8.95) at Paris St Germain. 


Russia 2018- 
the qualifiers 

from facing page 

Peru had not qualified for the 
World Cup since 1982, but finally 
booked the last spot in Russia with 
a 2-0 victory over New Zealand in 
the second leg of their playoff. 

Poland 

Coach: Adam Nawalka 

Star player: Robert Lewandowski 

World Cup best: Third place 1974,1982 

Poland are back at the World 
Cup finals for the first time since 
2006 after comfortably topping 
their qualifying group. The last 
time they progressed beyond the 
group stages was 1986. 

Portugal 

Coach:Fernando Santos 
Star player: Cristiano Ronaldo 
World Cup best: Third place 1966 

Portugal enjoyed a real battle 
with Switzerland for automatic 
qualification but came out on top. 
Looking to continue their 
unbeaten run at tournaments after 
winning their first major title at 
Euro 2016. 

Russia 

Coach: Stanislav Cherchesov 
Star player: Fyodor Smolov 
World Cup best: First round 1994, 

2002, 2014 (Soviet Union finished 
fourth in 1966) 

Russia qualified automatically as 
hosts and will be desperate to 
improve their poor recent record 
at major tournaments. They have 



Sadio Mane. 


not won a match since Euro 2012 
and, since the break up of the 
Soviet Union, have not progressed 
from the World Cup group stage. 

Saudi Arabia 

Coach: Edgardo Bauza 

Star player: Mohammad Al-Sahlawi 

World Cup best: Second round 1994 

After qualifying for four 
consecutive tournaments between 
1994 and 2006, Saudi Arabia 
missed out in 2010 and 2014 but 
are back after finishing ahead of 
Australia in their qualifying group. 

Senegal 

Coach: Aliou Cisse 

Star player: Sadio Mane 

World Cup best: Quarter-final 2002 

The surprise package at the 
2002 World Cup - they memorably 
beat hosts France - Senegal 
missed three editions of the 
tournament before securing their 
return by beating South Africa in a 
replayed group match. The 
original result was annulled after 
referee Joseph Lamptey was 
expelled by FIFA. 

Serbia 

Coach: Mladen Krstajic (caretaker) 

Star player: Nemanja Matic 
World Cup best: First round 2010 (Yu¬ 
goslavia finished fourth in 1930 and 
1962, Serbia and Montenegro reached 
the second round in 1998) 

Continued on page 10 
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Russia 2018- 
the qualifiers 

From page 10 


Qualifying for a first major 
tournament since the 2010 World 
Cup was not enough to save 
manager Slavoljub Muslin from 
the sack. Finished top of a group 
featuring the Republic of Ireland 
and Wales. 

South Korea 

Coach: Shin Tae-yong 
Star player: Son Heung-min 
World Cup best: Fourth place 2002 

South Korea qualified for their 
ninth consecutive World Cup finals 
despite an indifferent campaign. 
They have only won two matches 
since finishing fourth as co-hosts 
in 2002. 

Spain 

Coach: Julen Lopetegui 

Star player: Isco 

World Cup best: Winners 2010 

The previously all-conquering 
Spanish suffered the ignominy of 
group stage exits at the 2014 
World Cup and 2016 European 
Championship. The squad has 
seen evolution rather than 
revolution. 

Sweden 

Coach: Janne Andersson 
Star player: Andreas Granqvist 
World Cup best: Runners-up 1958 

They may be missing Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic but Sweden qualified 
for their first World Cup since 
2006 with a play-off win over four¬ 
time champions Italy. They also 
finished above Holland in a tough 
qualifying group which was 
headed by France. 

Switzerland 

Coach: Vladimir Petkovic 
Star player: Xherdan Shaqiri 
World Cup best: Quarter-finals 1934, 
1938,1954 

Qualified for their fourth straight 
World Cup by beating Northern 
Ireland in a play-off via a 
controversial penalty. They have 
made it out of their group in two of 
the previous three and that will be 
the minimum aim this time around. 

Tunisia 

Coach: Nabil Maaloul 
Star player: Wahbi Khazri 
World Cup best: Group stage 1978, 
1998, 2002, 2006. 

After appearing at three 
consecutive finals without winning 
a single group game, Tunisia 
missed the last two editions. 
Unbeaten in qualifying, they 
defeated DR Congo to Russia by a 
point, with a last-round draw 
against Libya proving enough for 
a squad compromised largely of 
Tunisia-based players. 

Uruguay 

Coach: Oscar Tabarez 

Star player: Luis Suarez 

World Cup best: Winners 1930, 1950 

Uruguay’s last World Cup 
campaign was overshadowed by 
Suarez’s bite on Giorgio Chiellini 
and expulsion from the 
tournament but they qualified 
impressively for Russia and 
possess undoubted firepower. 


England’s back-to-back friendly 
draws against Germany and Bra¬ 
zil have given Gareth Southgate 
food for thought ahead of the 
World Cup. 

It is just 30 weeks until next 
summer’s tournament kicks off 
and currently only four more 
friendlies are planned before Eng¬ 
land get their campaign under 
way 

The final two internationals of 
2017 have added to Southgate’s op¬ 
portunities and here the Sports 
Pink takes a closer look at the 
options for the squad heading to 
Russia. 

Goalkeepers 

England boast a depth of qual¬ 
ity between the sticks that has 
lacked in recent years. Jordan 
Pickford shone on his interna¬ 
tional bow against Germany and 
injured Jack Butland is another 
contender for the number one jer¬ 
sey. 

Joe Hart’s place as number one 
is under threat from the pair, but 
the country’s second-most capped 
goalkeeper ever is surely on the 
plane given his service and dis¬ 
play against the Selecao. Tom He¬ 
aton and out-of-sorts Saints No 1 
Fraser Forster are other options, 
while Angus Gunn was drafted in 
for the Brazil game. 

Defenders 

The England manager wants 
defenders comfortable on the ball 
and confident enough to bring it 
out from the back. The three-man 
backline is here to stay, so the 
clean sheets against the reigning 
world champions and five-time 
World Cup winners bode well. 

John Stones, so impressive for 
Manchester City this term, is a 
shoo-in, while Harry Maguire and 
Phil Jones continue to underline 
their international credentials. 

Joe Gomez, a surprise call-up 
for this meet up, bolstered his 
chances thanks to his man-of- 
the-match performance against 
Brazil, while Michael Keane and 
Gary Cahill are great options. 
Southgate’s accent on ball-play¬ 
ing defenders means Chris Small- 
ing, omitted from this squad, may 
struggle to be involved, while Ben 
Gibson’s decision to stay at Mid¬ 
dlesbrough is set to cost him. 

As for the wing-backs, England 
are blessed with some of the best 
around. Injured Nathaniel Clyne 
faces huge competition on the 
right from Kieran Trippier and 
Kyle Walker, while there is even 


Gareth Southgate 

more competition on the left. 

Danny Rose and Saints star 
Ryan Bertrand got the nod this 
time, with Aaron Cresswell, Kier¬ 
an Gibbs and ex-Saint Luke Shaw 
- the youngest player at the last 
World Cup - now watching from 
afar. 

Versatile Ashley Young made 
his comeback off the bench on 
Tuesday and provides an option 
that would bolster the squad at 
wing-back and further forward. 

Midfielders 

An area of concern to Southgate 
is suddenly looking a little more 
rosy. Harry Winks’ man-of-the- 
match debut against Lithuania 
was followed by an even more im¬ 
pressive bow from Ruben Loftus- 
Cheek, although he was unable 
to replicate his Germany display 
when Brazil visited. 

Eric Dier, skipper for the last 
two matches of 2017, is bound to 


go to Russia, while Jake Liver¬ 
more has proven himself to be a 
capable, if unspectacular, choice. 

Jack Cork and Lewis Cook were 
called into this squad, but their 
chances look bleak given Jor¬ 
dan Henderson, Fabian Delph 
and Nathaniel Chalobah were 
unavailable through injury along 
with Winks. 

Jack Wilshere and Saints mid¬ 
fielder James Ward-Prowse will 
be among those hoping to get 
another chance in March, while 
something spectacular is needed 
to give Theo Walcott, Ross Bark¬ 
ley, Michail Antonio and Nathan 
Redmond’s chances a late shot in 
the arm. 

England’s reigning player of 
the year Adam Lallana is sure to 
return when over his injury is¬ 
sue, with Dele Alii and Raheem 
Sterling other stars unavailable 
for the recent meet-up. 

Jesse Lingard does not have the 
same ability to sprinkle stardust 


but remains a trusted lieutenant. 

Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain has 
also played an important role for 
the England boss, but his lack of 
game time saw him left out - a 
shot across the bows he needs to 
quickly react to. 

Forwards 

If Harry Kane is firing then 
England have a special player 
on their hands. The Tottenham 
striker was unavailable for this 
meet up through injury but will 
go to Russia if fit, perhaps even 
as captain. Marcus Rashford will 
join him on the plane, so too you 
would think Jamie Vardy as he 
looks to complete his journey 
from non-league to the World Cup. 

Youngsters Tammy Abraham 
and Dominic Solanke featured 
as Southgate experimented this 
month but could struggle to make 
the cut, while at the other end of 
the spectrum 35-year-old Jermain 



So few games left, so 
much food for thought 
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EASTLEIGH 0 BARROW 2 


Spitfires brought 
down at home 


Wendy 

Gee 



EASTLEIGH’S National League 
woes continued at the Silverlake 
Stadium this afternoon as they 
were beaten 2-0 by a Barrow AFC 
side who had lost their seven 
away games. 

A goal in each half by Byron 
Harrison and Jimmy Dunne 
proved the Spitfires’ undoing 

- coupled with a stubborn goal¬ 
keeping display by the Bluebirds’ 
Isle of Wight-born stopper Stuart 
Moore. 

The Spitfires handed a debut 
to midfield loan signing Simon 
Heslop, brought in on an initial 
month’s deal from York City this 
week. 

Another newcomer, Frazer 
Shaw, made his home debut at 
left-back, while goalkeeper Gra¬ 
ham Stack and attacker Chris Ze- 
broski returned to Richard Hill’s 
starting line-up. 

Zebroski, stationed wide right, 
was a lively presence early on 
and forced a fifth-minute cor¬ 
ner which Barrow managed to 
scramble off the line after big 
centre-back Andrew Boyce had 
sent a booming header from Mark 
Yeates’ delivery into the six-yard 
box. 

For a club with an injury list the 
size of Eastleigh’s, the last thing 
they wanted to see was promis¬ 
ing, young midfielder Cavaghn 
Miley brought down by a scything 
tackle from Tony Diagne inside 
his own half. 

The Barrow offender was 
booked and thankfully Miley was 
able to continue after treatment 

- only to then be shoved over 
from behind by Bedsente Gomis 
on his next foray forward. That 
challenge also drew a yellow card 
from interestingly-named referee 
Simon Barrow. 

Although Eastleigh were knock¬ 
ing the ball around brightly 
enough, they produced nothing to 
unduly worry Moore in the Blue¬ 
birds’ goal. 

And, with the action drifting 
by somewhat aimlessly, it was 
Barrow who raised their game 
to seize the lead with 32 minutes 
gone. 

Eastleigh had already had a 
scare when an acrobatic effort by 
Byron Harrison was solidly saved 
by Stack - the Barrow man chest¬ 
ing the ball down and swivelling 


Eastleigh skipper Callum Howe. 

to shoot on the volley. 

But the Spitfires’ didn’t learn 
their lesson and their abject fail¬ 
ure to clear the ball from inside 
their area after good work by Bar¬ 
row’s Adi Yusuff was this time 
soundly punished by Harrison, 
who intervened with a crisp left- 
foot strike. 

Half-time: Eastleigh 0 Barrow 1 

Eastleigh almost had a bigger 
task on their hands in the open¬ 
ing seconds of the second half 
when miscommunication at the 
back saw Yussuf strike the out¬ 
side of the post from a tight angle 
and Harry Panayiotou’s follow-up 
well blocked by Shaw. 

The Spitfires responded posi¬ 
tively and they too hit the wood¬ 
work with a flicked header by 
James Constable from Yeates’s 
corner. 

Moore was then tested by a low 
shot from Ben Williamson after 
the Eastleigh centre-forward had 
spun his man. 

But there was soon more trou¬ 
ble in store for the Spitfires as 
the Bluebirds jubilantly doubled 


their lead with 55 minutes gone. 

Stack had just pulled off an out¬ 
standing save to keep out skipper 
Asa Hall’s point-blank header 
from a Brad Bauress corner. 

But the former Arsenal and 
Barnet ’keeper could do nothing 
about what happened next as Jim¬ 
my Dunne beat him with supreme 
left-foot strike into the top corner 
from 20 yards. 

With Eastleigh staring down the 
barrel of defeat, Hill withdrew 
Zebroski and Constable and sent 
on McCallum and Sam Matthews 
with 63 minutes gone. 

Suddenly there was real urgen¬ 
cy about their play and William¬ 
son wasn’t too far away with a 
near-post header from right-back 
Gavin Hoyte’s well-flighted cross. 

As they continued to pile on the 
pressure, it took a goalline clear¬ 
ance to deny AFC Bournemouth 
loanee Matthews who drilled in 
a low shot after more good work 
from Williamson, who had just 
had a ‘goal’ disallowed. 

Bright spark Matthews then 
drove forward from midfield and 


Picture by Chris Moorhouse 

returned the compliment by pick¬ 
ing out Williamson, who this time 
lashed the ball into the side net¬ 
ting. 

An even better chance came 
Williamson’s way seconds later 
as he pounced on a missed header 
by Moussa Diarra, but Moore bril¬ 
liantly blocked him and the ball 
was scrambled clear. 

Hill withdrew Miley and threw 
on the giant figure of Ayo Obil- 
eye as a last throw of the dice 
but, despite late efforts by Yeates 
and Obileye, Moore was equal to 
both . First he tipped Yeates’ shot 
behind for a corner and then bril¬ 
liantly pushed away Obileye’s 
piledriver with both hands. 

Some of the 1,708 crowd voiced 
their disapproval by booing East¬ 
leigh off at the final whistle. 
EASTLEIGH: Graham Stack, Gavin Hoyte, 
Frazer Shaw, Cavaghn Miley (Ayo Obileye, 
84), Andrew Boyce, Callum Howe, Mark 
Yeates, Simon Heslop, Ben Williamson, 
James Constable (Sam Matthews, 63), 

Chris Zebroski (Paul McCallum, 63). Subs 
(not used): Ross Flitney, Craig McAllister. 
Referee: Simon Barrow. 

Attendance: 1,708. 



'Robust' 
test for City 
teenagers 

TUESDAY’S Southampton 
Senior Cup tie against 
Nursling was a growing- 
up process for Winchester 
City’s youngsters. 

The largely teenage 
Citizens side ran out 
comfortable 4-1 winners, 
dealing well with what 
manager Craig Davis 
politely described as some 
“robust tackling” from 
the Southampton Premier 
visitors. 

“I have to say the 
tackling on display was 
incredible!” said Davis. 

“It was a big game in the 
development of our young 
lads because they have 
to get used to the more 
physical side of things. 

“It was a very different 
test for them. 

“Our goals were scored 
by three 16-year-olds - Ben 
Sunley, Josh McCormick 



Craig Davis 


and a stunning Josh 
Corner strike - and 
19-year-old Riccardo 
Andrady.” 

Unfortunately for 
Winchester’s recent 
signing Declan McCarthy, 
he did not get through the 
battle unscathed. 

He was forced out of the 
action with stud marks 
across both shins. 

Midfielder McCarthy, 
son of former Winchester 
owner Paul, was with 
AFC Bournemouth as a 
youngster and finished 
last season with Gosport 
Borough. 

“Declan needed games 
before we’d consider him 
and he’d played a couple 
for the reserves,” said 
Davis. 

“Tuesday was his third 
game, but he got battered 
and he’s got two of the 
worst cut legs I’ve ever 
seen. 

“Declan’s a nice lad and 
a good footballer with 
pedigree.” 
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Monday, November 20 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Team Solent v Newport IW. 


NON LEAGUE 



Tuesday, November 21 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
AFC Fylde v Guiseley, Bromley v Aldershot, 
Dagenham & Redbridge v Dover, Eastleigh v 
Maidenhead, Gateshead v Barrow, Hartlepool 
v FC Halifax, Leyton Orient v Chester, Mac¬ 
clesfield vTranmere, Maidstone v Boreham 
Wood, Sutton v Torquay, Woking v Ebbsfleet, 
Wrexham v Solihull Moors. 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 
Bognor Regis v Oxford City, Braintree v 
Truro, Dartford v Wealdstone, East Thur¬ 
rock v Gloucester, Havant & Waterlooville v 
Chelmsford. 

EVO-STIK SOUTH 

Premier: Banbury v Slough, Biggleswade v 
Royston Chesham v Farnborough, Hereford 
v St Ives, Redditch v Frame, Stratford v Kings 
Langley. 

West: Paulton Rovers v Mangotsfield (7.30), 
Winchester City v Swindon Supermarine, Yate 
vCinderford. 

BigFreeBet.com Challenge Cup: AFC Totton v 
Weymouth. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 

SWL Cup: Horndean v AFC Portchester, Ver- 

wood v Hamworthy Utd. 

RUSSELL COTES CUP 

AFC Stoneham v Lymington Town, Andover 
Town v Bemerton HH, Fareham Town v Gosport 
Borough. 

SOUTHAMPTON SENIOR CUP 

Blackfield & Langley vAlresford, Brockenhurst 

v Sholing, Hamble Club v Bush Hill. 

BOURNEMOUTH SENIOR CUP 

Bashley v Downton. 

WILTSHIRE SENIOR CUP 
Bremhill v Amesbury Town. 

Wednesday, November 22 

BigFreeBet.com Challenge Cup: Larkhall v 
Salisbury. 

Friday, November 24 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Division One: Whitchurch v Andover NS. 

Saturday, November 25 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Aldershot v Wrexham, Barrow v Bromley, 
Boreham Wood v Woking, Chester v Dagen¬ 
ham & Redbridge (BT Sport, 12.30pm), Dover 
v AFC Fylde, Ebbsfleet v Hartlepool, FC Halifax 
v Eastleigh, Guiseley v Sutton, Maidenhead v 
Macclesfield, Solihull v Gateshead, Torquay v 
Leyton Orient, Tranmere v Maidstone. 

FA TROPHY 

Third qualifying round (local ties): Braintree 
v Moneyfields or Cray Wanderers, Havant & 
Waterlooville v Dorking Wanderers, Farnbor¬ 
ough or Banbury v Hartley Wintney, St Albans 
v Poole Town. 

EVO-STIK SOUTH 

Premier: Dunstable v Tiverton, Farnborough v 
Banbury, Kettering v Gosport Borough, Kings 
Lynn v Hereford, Merthyr Town v Dorchester, 
Redditch v Bishops Stortford, St Neots v 
Basingstoke, Stratford v St Ives, Weymouth v 
Biggleswade. 

West: AFC Totton v Evesham, Barnstaple 
v Swindon Supermarine, Bishops Cleeve v 
Yate, Larkhall v North Leigh, Mangotsfield v 
Kidlington, Paulton v Didcot, Salisbury v Bristol 
Manor Farm, Slimbridge v Wimborne, Taunton 
v Cinderford, Winchester City v Bideford. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 

Premier Division: AFC Portchester v Blackfield 

& Langley, Amesbury v Newport IW, 

Andover Town v Cowes Sports, Baffins MR v 
Bournemouth Poppies, Bashley v Petersfield, 
Bemerton HH v Horndean, Fareham v Lym¬ 
ington Town, Hamble Club v Brockenhurst, 
Hamworthy Utd v Alresford Town, Shaftesbury 
v Sholing, Team Solent v Portland. 

Division One: Christchurch v Laverstock & Ford, 
Downton v AFC Stoneham, East Cowes Vies v 
Totton & Eling, Fawley v Alton, Folland Sports 
v Ringwood, Hythe & Dibden v US Portsmouth, 
Tadley Calleva v Romsey, Verwood v New 
Milton. 

NEW FOREST CARE HAMPSHIRE PREMIER 
LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Clanfield v Liphook, Liss v 
Colden Common, Locks Heath v Stockbridge, 
Winchester Castle v Hayling Utd. 

Division One: AFC Petersfield v Headley, Lynd- 
hurst v South Wonston Swifts (TBC), Upham 
v Four Marks. 

NFCHP League Cup, quarter-finals: Bush Hill 
v QK Southampton, Netley Central v Infinity, 
Paulsgrove v Hedge End Rangers, Sway v 
Fleetlands. 

NFCHPL Combination Cup, quarter-finals: 
Fleetlands v Overton, Headley Utd v QK South¬ 
ampton, Liphook v Winchester Castle. 


'Unbelievable' Holmes shows his character 



Toby Holmes. Picture WTFC. 


WIMBORNE Town manager 
Matty Holmes praised the way 
striker Toby Holmes stuck to the 
task in a dramatic 2-1 victory at 
Cirencester Town. 

Holmes missed a second-half 
penalty at the Corinium Stadium 
last Saturday, but showed immense 
character to put that disappoint¬ 
ment behind him and net a late 
winner in the Evo-Stik South West. 

Billy Maybury had opened the 
scoring for the Magpies after 20 
minutes only for Ellis Dunton to 
head Cirencester level just five 
minutes after Holmes had seen his 
spot-kick saved. 

It was the second time in a row 
the normally lethal marksman had 
missed from the spot. 


“Whether Toby will take any 
more now, I don’t know. I think he 
has had enough now!” said Hol¬ 
mes. 

“But he kept going and managed 
to get that winner in the last sec¬ 
onds of the game. 

“He has been great. He works 
his socks off and his goal ratio has 
been unbelievable for us.” 

• AFC BOURNEMOUTH young¬ 
ster Charlie Seaman caught the 
eye for Weymouth in the Evo-Stik 
South Premier last weekend. 

Seaman, who has worked with 
Weymouth boss Mark Molesley as 
part of the Cherries’ under-21 set¬ 
up this season, has joined the Dor¬ 
set outfit on a youth loan. 


The full-back played the full 90 
minutes against Kings Langley 
last Saturday, netting the Terras’ 
second goal in their 2-0 home vic¬ 
tory. 

“I thought he acquitted himself 
well,” said Molesley. 

“He was a good attacking outlet 
in the first half and showed his de¬ 
fensive qualities in the second half. 

“When called upon, he got for¬ 
ward and made a difference with a 
fantastically taken goal.” 

The 18-year-old defender previ¬ 
ously played for West Ham before 
joining the Cherries. 

“He’s at a point in his develop¬ 
ment where we think men’s foot¬ 
ball will suit him,” added the Wey¬ 
mouth boss. 


Sweet moment as 


Connor seals victory 



Connor Essam in action during his Eastleigh days in 2016. 



CONNOR Essam is not known 
for his goal-scoring exploits. 

In fact, until last Saturday, the 
Dover Athletic defender had not 
found the net all season. 

But on an afternoon when 
Eastleigh managed to keep The 
Whites’ main strike threat Ryan 
Bird quiet, it was another for¬ 
mer Spitfire, Essam, who set the 
seal on his old club’s 2-0 National 
League demise. 

The Kent table-toppers already 
led by a 32nd-minute James Alabi 
goal when Essam doubled their 
advantage 12 minutes into the 
second half, slamming home after 
his initial header from a corner 
had been brilliantly kept out by 
Ross Flitney. 

Sweet moment 

It must have been a sweet mo¬ 
ment for the 25-year-old who 
didn’t get much of a look-in for 
Eastleigh last term following his 
arrival from Leyton Orient. 

But, for Essam, the main source 
of satisfaction was being instru¬ 
mental in keeping Dover’s ninth 
clean sheet out of 19 Vanarama 
National League matches. 

Speaking afterwards, Essam, 
an ever-present for The Crabble 
outfit in the league so far, said: 
“Traditionally Dover sides have 
always conceded a lot of goals, 
so it’s nice to get that sorted this 
year. 


“I think they (Eastleigh) had 
done something different to try 
and put us on the back foot but, 
once we got the hang of their for¬ 
mation, it was a fairly comfort¬ 


able afternoon. 

“It’s always nice to get a goal, 
but I take more pride in our defen¬ 
sive record to be honest. It’s still 
the best in the league, so that’s a 


lot more important to me than the 
goals.” 

Like Eastleigh, Dover have 
gone through a major personnel 
change since last season and Es¬ 
sam is pleasantly surprised by 
how quickly the new side has 
knitted together. 

“It’s pretty incredible,” he said. 
“I don’t think anyone quite pre¬ 
dicted it. There are just three of 
us from last year and, in any side, 
that’s a massive turnover, but we 
just hit it off from day one. 

“The management are always 
cute with the type of players they 
bring in. There are no bad eggs in 
the dressing room. Everyone is 
pulling in the right direction.” 

As disappointed as he was in de¬ 
feat, Eastleigh boss Richard Hill 
was swift to pay credit to Dover 
who were promoted as Confer¬ 
ence South play-off winners in 
2013/14 - the same year the Spit¬ 
fires went up as champions. 

“It’s a tough place to go now, Do¬ 
ver, and you’ve got to give them 
credit,” said Hill. 

“They’ve found a way of play¬ 
ing football and winning matches 
that works for them. 

“They have three centre-halves, 
two who mark the forwards and 
one who doesn’t mark anyone, 
like an old-fashioned sweeper. 

“Their wing-backs followed our 
widemen Mark Yeates and Gary 
McSheffrey everywhere. 

“It’s not a system that would 
work for everyone, but it works 
for them and they deserve credit 
for that. 

“We played some decent foot¬ 
ball, but couldn’t find a gap to 
open up the Dover defence.” 


Love non league? Don't miss the Pink every week 
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Lee Bradbury 


Bradbury: Our home form is worrying me 


HAVANT & Waterlooville will host 
Bostik (Isthmian) Premier outfit 
Dorking in the FA Trophy third 
qualifying round on November 25. 

Under normal circumstances, a 
home draw is to be welcomed in any 
knockout competition. 

But, in the Hawks’ case, Westleigh 
Park has not exactly been a happy 
hunting ground of late. They were 
held 1-1 by Hemel Hempstead Town 
in the Vanarama National League 
South last weekend, pegged back by 


a late penalty. 

It leaves them with just two wins 
from eight league matches on home 
soil this season. In stark contrast, 
the travel-loving Hawks have won six 
out of nine on the road. 

It was apt that Ryan Woodford 
should score on his 200th H&W 
appearance to put them ahead on 
40 minutes against the Tudors last 
weekend. 

But, having replaced striker 
Matt Tubbs with midfielder 


Andreas Robinson with 20 minutes 
remaining, the Hawks sat too deep 
and were punished seven minutes 
from time. 

Goalkeeper Ryan Young floored Joe 
Howe in the area and was beaten by 
Hemel skipper Jordan Parkes from 
the spot. 

“Our home form is worrying but, 
as long as we keep doing things right 
and keep performing, it will get 
sorted sooner rather than later,” said 
H&W boss Lee Bradbury. 


West Brom carrot 
for Sholing's kids 



Wendy 

Gee 


SHOLING’S history-making un¬ 
der-18s will add West Bromwich 
Albion to their prestigious ports 
of call if they can get past Leyton 
Orient in the FA Youth Cup sec¬ 
ond round on Wednesday (Novem¬ 
ber 22, 7.30pm). 

The young Boatmen - one of the 
two lowest ranked sides left in the 
competition - could be travelling 
to the Hawthorns in round three. 

Sholing had been hoping to go to 
Brisbane Road with the incentive 
of a plum local tie against South¬ 
ampton, Bournemouth or Ports¬ 
mouth to aim for. 

But Saints’ young guns have 
been drawn at home to Wolver¬ 
hampton Wanderers, the Cher¬ 
ries will host Hull City and 
Pompey have also been drawn on 
home territory against Leicester 
City - those ties to be played by 
December 16. 

Even so, there is a definite buzz 
in the Sholing camp after reach¬ 
ing the second round proper for 
the first time ever. 

Steve Ross, head of develop¬ 
ment for the Sydenhams Wessex 
League club, said: “Can the young 
Boatmen make history again? An¬ 
ything is possible if you believe. 

“A possible trip to the Haw¬ 
thorns is a great carrot, but one 
step at a time. We will focus on 
our trip to Brisbane Road first.” 

Sholing’s march to Orient’s 
Matchroom Stadium began with 
a 3-1 win over Wimborne Town in 
the first qualifying round. 

They then drew 2-2 at Team So- 
lent and progressed via a penalty 
shootout, 8-7. 

Another nail-biter followed 
away at National League outfit 
Aldershot Town. Again it ended 
2-2 before the Boatmen came tri¬ 
umphantly through another tense 
shootout 4-3. 


That set up a home tie against 
Clevedon Town, which they edged 
2-0 after extra-time thanks to two- 
goal man-of-the-match Jean-Luc 
Ramdin. 

Itchen College wing-back Ram¬ 
din is a shining star in Sholing’s 
galaxy of young talent. 

He was an England Schools 
Under-18s regular last season and 
captains the Hampshire Colleges 
team. 

Orient’s youth team are coached 
by Danny Webb, son of former 


Saints and Chelsea defender 
Dave, who had a spell at South¬ 
ampton as a youngster. 

After playing professionally for 
the likes of Southend and Hull, 
Webb included spells with Havant 
& Waterlooville and Salisbury 
City on his non-League CV. 

Webb’s young Os sailed through 
their first round tie 5-0 against 
Biggleswade Town with goals 
from Sam Dalby (2), Eric Lopes (2) 
and Hector Kyprianou. 

Webb, though, felt they were 


capable of more. “We still missed 
some good chances against Big¬ 
gleswade, but it was nice we took 
most of them which came our 
way,” he said. 

“Whether it is a non-League 
team or a League club, the more 
opportunities you miss in a cup 
game, the more the other side 
thinks it might be their night.” 

Entry for Wednesday’s tie is £5 
adults, £3 concessions and free for 
under-16s. 



'Stoke to see 
outseason 
at Camrose 

BASINGSTOKE Town 
have confirmed they will 
be seeing out this season 
at the Camrose Ground 
before upping sticks 
to the Hampshire FA’s 
Winklebury headquarters. 

The move will bring the 
curtain down on over 70 
years at the Camrose, the 
final league game being on 
Saturday, April 28 when 
Kings Langley are the 
visitors in the Evo-Stik 
South Premier. 

The club have agreed 
with the county FA to 
play at Winklebury for 
the 2018/19 season and 
will submit a planning 
application to enhance the 
site in the next few weeks. 

There will also be a 
planning application put in 
for the Camrose site, which 
is expected to be developed 
for housing. 

Steve Letch, chairman 
of the new Basingstoke 
Town Community Club, 



Camrose ground 


said: “It’s great news to 
be staying at the Camrose 
until the end of the season. 
We hope this will attract 
more people to enjoy our 
final games at our long¬ 
time home. 

“Our move is also going 
very well,” he continued. 
“We have sought to build 
good relations with 
the Hampshire FA and 
residents at Winklebury. 

“The next step is to 
put in a formal planning 
application later this 
month, showing some 
modest seating and 
standing improvements.” 

The Community Club are 
working hard on concerns 
about the impact of 
traffic on Winklebury and 
continue to fund-raise to 
maintain manager Terry 
Brown’s squad for this 
season. 

Letch added: “The 
Community Club, through 
generous support, has 
raised over £10,000 but 
unfortunately more is 
needed.” 

• Anyone who can 
help should contact club 
secretary Steve Williams 
01256 770434 or stewill@ 
hotmail.co.uk. 
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What now 
for Republic? 
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The Republic of Ireland’s World 
Cup dreams went up in smoke 
as Denmark turned on the style 
in Dublin to book their ticket to 
Russia on Tuesday evening. 

Here, the Sports Pink takes a 
look at some of the talking points 
in the aftermath of a 
heartbreaking evening for Ireland. 

STICK OR TWIST? 

As far as Martin O’Neill is 
concerned, he, Roy Keane and 
the rest of the coaching staff have 
a verbal agreement to continue 
for the Euro 2020 qualification 
campaign. Pressed as to whether 
he may reconsider as a result of 
the 5-1 drubbing by the Danes, 
O’Neill said he would “have a real 
think about it”, but instantly 
defended his record as manager 
to suggest he does not intend to 
go anywhere. 

WELCOME BACK 

Full-back Cyrus Christie has 
performed admirably since being 
asked to step into the sizeable 
boots of Seamus Coleman 
following his double leg fracture 
in March. However, Coleman is 
one of O’Neill’s class acts and his 
understated, yet inspirational, 
brand of captaincy will hand the 
squad a major boost for the next 
campaign. 

FRENCH TOAST 

The summer of 2016 saw Robbie 
Brady and Jeff Hendrick emerge 
as senior international players in 
front of a continental audience as 
they lit up Ireland’s Euros 
adventure in France. Both 
struggled to hit those heights 
consistently during World Cup 



Martin O'Neill 

qualification and a return to that 
kind of form would represent a 
significant boost. 

FORWARD THINKING 

O’Neill has repeatedly 
bemoaned the fact that he 
inherited now-retired record 
goalscorer Robbie Keane at 33 
and not as a 26 or 27-year-old. 
Jonathan Walters, whose goals 
helped to take the Republic to 
France, was injured for the 
conclusion of the campaign, while 
Daryl Murphy scored three goals, 
but with Saints stiker Shane Long 
having not found the back of the 
net for club or country since 
February, winger James McClean 
was top-scorer on four, and that is 
an area which requires significant 
improvement. 

END OF AN ERA? 

John O’Shea won his 117th 
senior cap for Ireland in the 0-0 
home draw with Wales in March 
and was an unused substitute for 
the final seven games of the 
campaign. The Sunderland 
defender, a Champions League 
and serial Premier League winner 
with Manchester United, was 
persuaded to delay his retirement 
from international football by 
O’Neill before the start of the 
campaign, but at 36 his time has 
almost certainly come. 


Ex-Spitfire Luke: I've been released 



Luke Coulson 


DURING his Eastleigh days, 
Luke Coulson cemented his rep¬ 
utation as one of non-League’s 
most exciting up-and-coming 
widemen. 

But the 23-year-old is settling 
into a new position with his latest 
club Ebbsfleet United. 

Coulson has been moved inside 
to play behind centre-forward 
Danny Kedwell and is determined 
to make the No.10 role his own. 

He was the star man as Ebbs¬ 
fleet overcame Leyton Orient 2-1 
in the Vanarama National League 
last Saturday, setting up the sixth- 
minute opener for former Spit¬ 
fires teammate Andy Drury at 
Stonebridge Road. 


Coulson said: “I’m going from 
step to step with that position, 
playing behind Kedwell. 

“I feel like I can go wherever the 
game needs and I can do a lot of 
different aspects of the game. 

“The gaffer’s released me a lit¬ 
tle bit and, hopefully, I can cement 
that position going forward and 
people will see me as a NolO for 
the club.” 

During a purple patch for the 
Spitfires last season, Coulson 
earned an England C call-up 
which he had to turn down due to 
Eastleigh’s FA Cup involvement. 

His stock was so high at the time 
that then Eastleigh boss Ronnie 
Moore quipped that, even if some¬ 


one had come in with a £1 million 
bid, chairman Stewart Donald 
would have turned it down. 

Coulson, a former Manchester 
City trainee, eventually signed 
for League Two Barnet for an un¬ 
disclosed fee in January this year. 

He made 11 appearances for The 
Bees before being sold to Ebbs¬ 
fleet over the summer. 

Leyton Orient’s defeat at Ebbs¬ 
fleet - their 11th game without a 
win - saw Os fans turn on their 
players in ugly scenes at the final 
whistle. Three days later the Lon¬ 
doners sacked head coach Steve 
Davis with the former Football 
League club a lowly 19th, just 
three points above the drop zone. 





possible sporting facility.” 

Newport FC chairman Stuart Ross said: “We would 
like to thank South Coast Leisure for their support 
over many years. The club has been working closely 
with SCL to develop these plans to ensure they 
meet the required Category D ground grading 
specifications and are fit for purpose for the club. 

“On behalf of Newport FC, I will continue my 
negotiations with SCL in order for this new 
development to provide the club and the wider Isle 
of Wight community with a long-term sustainable 
future which is hugely important. 

“We are very close to this, which is magnificent. 

“This is a chance for the club to end years of 
uncertainty and settle into a new home that will 
offer top-class facilities. 

“We have to move quickly for the start of the 
2018/19 season. But we have a plan which, if 
approved, will finally see the club playing in a 
ground that can thrive both in terms of its football 
and in developing and strengthening links with the 
Island’s community.” 


PLANS are in the pipeline to “end years of 
uncertainty” and provide Sydenhams Premier 
outfit Newport IW with a new state-of-the-art home. 

This time last year landlords South Coast Leisure 
(SCL) gave the club notice to leave their current St 
George’s Park HQ by August 2017, making way for a 
retail park to be built on the site. 

But, following negotiations, SCL allowed Port to 
continue playing there free of charge while a long¬ 
term sustainable future was sought for the club. 

The plans, to be submitted shortly, would see a 
new ground built on land off The Racecourse on one 
of the main routes into the town. 

It would comprise a brand new floodlit pitch, main 
stand, bar/function room, on-site parking and 
facilities for the disabled. 

The new ‘low throw’ floodlights would meet the 
FA’s Category D ground grading, enabling Port to 
play up to Step 4 of the National League System - 
the equivalent of the Evo-Stik South West where the 
likes of Winchester City, AFC Totton and Salisbury 
currently play. 


If the plans get the thumbs up, it is hoped the new 
stadium could be up and running for the start of 
2018/19. 

As well as providing a permanent home for 
Newport IW, it would encourage wider community 
use, including disability, women’s and youth 
football. 

Paul Airey, SCL’s planning consultant, explained: 
“After an extensive search over a long period of 
time in which many sites were considered, we have 
now identified and secured a site that offers a really 
bright future for Newport FC. 

“We have been in close contact with club officials 
in developing these proposals. These plans will 
allow Newport FC to move forward as a community- 
focussed club, playing in a brand new, sustainable 
stadium with top quality facilities and pitch. 

“We will continue to work with the club and its 
supporters and also with the residents who live near 
the proposed site of the new ground. 

“We want to make sure this opportunity provides 
Newport and the wider community with the best 
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Great heart 
from Nl 


Hutchings picks up third red of season 



Moneyfields' Steve Hutchings, right 


MONEYFIELDS added yet 
another red card to their 
collection in Tuesday’s delayed 
FA Trophy second qualifying 
round tie at Dover Road. 

But the good news for the Evo- 
Stik South East leaders is that 
they are still in the competition 
after battling out a 1-1 draw with 
Cray Wanderers. 

Sam Pearce gave the 
Portsmouth hosts a first-half 


lead before the Bostik (Isthmian) 
South visitors hit back through 
Michael Power midway through 
the second period. 

It was Moneys’ skipper and 
frontman Steve Hutchings who 
was sent off with seven minutes 
remaining - his third dismissal 
of the season. 

Brett Poate, Lewis Fennemore, 
Conor Bailey, Gary Austin and 
former AFC Totton goalkeeper 


Steve Mowthorpe have also seen 
red for last term’s Sydenhams 
Premier Division runners-up. 

The winners of Wednesday’s 
replay (November 22) will travel 
to Braintree Town on November 
25. 

As leaders of the Vanarama 
National League South, 
Braintree are the highest-ranked 
team in the next round. 


Ex-Spitfire Close 
earns rave reviews 


Wendy 

Gee 



Ben Close in action for Eastleigh last season. 


EASTLEIGH made some under¬ 
whelming signings last season - 
but Ben Close wasn’t one of them. 

The attacking midfielder be¬ 
came one the saviours of an oth¬ 
erwise depressing Vanarama 
National League campaign after 
joining the Spitfires on loan from 
Portsmouth in January this year. 

Now, some six months after re¬ 
turning to the Fratton Park fold, 
he has made ten league starts 
in a row for his hometown club 
and is earning rave reviews from 
Pompey boss Kenny Jackett. 

The 21-year-old from Southsea 
scored his first ever Pompey goal 
in last Saturday’s rollercoaster 3-2 
League One victory at Blackpool. 

He was in the right place at the 
right time to slam home a right- 
foot finish after Brett Pitman’s 
header had been parried by Tan¬ 
gerines’ keeper Ryan Allsop. 

“Ben has really come on in 
terms of the younger players at 
the club and, so far, I think he’s 
been the most impressive,” said 
Jackett. 

“I’ve seen a really good im¬ 
provement from Ben and there’s 
more to come from someone who 
has got a very level head.” 

Close impressed in nine appear¬ 
ances for Eastleigh last season 
having been brought to the Silver- 
lake Stadium during Martin Al¬ 
len’s brief reign. He might have 
played more for the Spitfires but 
for recurring hamstring prob¬ 
lems. 

On his return to Portsmouth, 
the academy graduate signed a 
new one-year deal, with the op¬ 
tion of a 12-month extension, and 


his career has taken an upward 
trajectory ever since. 

Close admitted his big moment 
at Bloomfield Road had been a 
long time coming - and it’s a mo¬ 
ment the young man will treas¬ 
ure. I’ve been dreaming of occa¬ 
sions like that for years - ever 


since I started playing for the 
club,” he said. 

“When I celebrated, I could see 
people in the crowd I have grown 
up with. 

“I supported this club as a kid 
and, when I’ve dreamt about my 
first goal, it’s been at the Fratton 


End, but I’ll take anything!” he 
smiled. 

“It’s a great feeling. I’ve been 
getting close (to scoring) in the 
past few weeks, so I definitely feel 
that it’s been coming. 

“I’d like to think the goals will 
come like buses now for me.” 


Got a story? Email echosport@dailyecho.co.uk 



THE 2018 World Cup will not 
feature Northern Ireland after 
they failed to overturn a first-leg 
deficit in their play-off against 
Switzerland. 

Here, the Sports Pink considers 
what was learned from the 
second-leg encounter at St 
Jakob-Park. 

Nobody can question Northern 
Ireland’s heart 

Right from the first whistle, 
when five white shirts pushed on 
to pressure the Swiss from kick¬ 
off, it was obvious the visitors 
would go down fighting if this was 
to be the end of the road. In 
driving rain, on a bog of a pitch, 
there was mud, sweat and tears. 
Injury doubt Stuart Dallas, who 
arrived in Basel two days earlier 
on crutches, was the epitome of 
that Northern Irish spirit with a 
terrific display. O’Neill had told 
his players to have no regrets 
before this tie and, across 90 
minutes on Swiss soil, he could 
not have asked for anything more. 

They are far more than just a 
committed bunch 

Hailing the Northern Irish’s 
character should not detract from 
their quality. Facing a side 
featuring six players that play for 
Champions League or Europa 
League clubs, it was the visitors, 
with six players from 
Championship clubs, who looked 
the more technically adept. 
Millwall midfielder George Saville 
was instrumental, as was captain 
Steven Davis, and Jamie Ward, 
Conor Washington and Dallas all 



Michael O'Neill 


produced brilliant moments of 
skill. 

The future may be brighter than 
first thought 

O’Neill rightly noted that for 
many of his team, this was their 
last shot at making a World Cup. 
Over half of his starting XI were 
30 or over and a rebuilding job is 
probably in order, though there 
are pieces to build around - 
whether O’Neill is still around to 
take charge or not. Saville was 
making his first international start 
but looks a real find and Jordan 
Jones, an international debutant, 
was lively when he came on. 
Throw in a fully-fit Paddy McNair, 
22, and Craig Cathcart, 28, when 
he is back from injury and maybe 
Northern Ireland are not destined 
to return to the doldrums after all. 

The manner of the loss will sting 
for years 

Missing out on Russia would 
have been easier to take had 
Switzerland thrashed Northern 
Ireland in either Belfast or Basel. 
Yet, ultimately, the difference 
between the two teams was a 
first-leg penalty that should never 
been given for a handball against 
Corry Evans. O’Neill and his 
players were robbed by referee 
Ovidiu Hategan and no amount of 
sympathy or praise will ease the 
pain. 
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The group 
of death... 

THE complete line-up for next 
month’s World Cup draw is now 
known after Peru became the 
32nd and final team to secure a 
place. 

England will be in pot two at the 
draw so we can now take a look 
at which teams Gareth 
Southgate’s men could face in the 
group stage, and who they will 
definitely avoid. 

England’s group of death - 
Germany, Costa Rica and Nigeria 

The good news for England is 
they are unlikely to draw a group 
as tough as they did in Brazil four 
years ago, when they were 
lumbered with four-time winners 
Italy, two-time winners Uruguay, 
and eventual 2014 Group D 
winners Costa Rica. 

Based on FIFA’s October 
rankings, which have been used 
to seed all four pots, the 
nightmare group for England is 
Germany, Costa Rica and Nigeria. 

While Denmark are the highest 
ranked team in pot three, and 
Serbia the highest ranked in pot 
four, England cannot be drawn 
with more than one other 
European side. 

An easier path - Russia, 

Senegal and Saudi Arabia 

England proved at the 2010 
World Cup that any group can be 
tough, scraping through to the 
knockout stage with two draws 
and a win against the United 
States, Algeria and Slovenia 
respectively. 

Pot one also includes hosts 
Russia, who are 58 places below 
France in the rankings. Were 
England to draw Senegal from pot 
three and Saudi Arabia from pot 
four, they would have achieved 
the easiest group possible based 
on FIFA’s rankings. 

The group of goals - Belgium, 
Tunisia and Japan 

Germany and Belgium both 
scored 43 goals in qualifying - at 
4.3 goals per game, that makes 
them the biggest goal threat 
England could face. 

Tunisia would represent the 
greatest goal threat from pot 
three, having scored at just under 
two goals a game in their final 
group qualifying stage. 

All that would leave England 
with Japan or Saudi Arabia from 
pot four, who both scored at 1.7 
goals per game in their round 
three Asia qualifying group. 

The group of the grudge - 
Argentina, Iceland and Australia 

England’s World Cup history 
with Argentina goes way back - 
the Rattin red card in 1966, the 
Hand of God 20 years later, the 
penalty shoot-out defeat in 1998 
and David Beckham’s redemption 
in 2002. Iceland humiliated 
England at Euro 2016 and they 
would relish the chance to do so 
again in their first World Cup 
finals, while any sporting 
encounter between England and 
Australia always features plenty 
of needle. 

Who will England avoid - for 
now? 

No team from the same pot may 
be drawn in the same group, 
which means there are seven 
teams England are certain not to 
face until the knockout rounds. 

They will certainly be glad not to 
face Spain at such an early stage 
in the competition. 

Meanwhile, the Three Lions will 
also avoid James Rodriguez’s 
Colombia, Luis Suarez’s Uruguay 
and Luka Modric’s Croatia, who 
help make up a dangerous 
looking pot two. 


NON LEAGUE 



Island trip beckons for cup holders Sholing 



HOLDERS Sholing will 
travel to Newport IW in 
the Sydenhams League 
Cup quarter-finals... if 
they can make it safe¬ 
ly through to the last 
eight. 

The Boatmen return 
to Cup action on Tues¬ 
day, December 5 when 
they host struggling 
Premier Division rivals 
Petersfield Town in the 
third round. 

Newport have already 
claimed their quarter¬ 


final berth thanks to 
a 2-0 home win over 
beaten 2016/17 finalists 
Baffins Milton Rovers. 

Quarter-final draw: 1 Blackfield 
& Langley v Verwood Town or 
Hamworthy Utd, 2 Horndean 
or AFC Portchester v Andover 
New Street, 3 Newport IW v 
Sholing or Petersfield Town, 4 
Shaftesbury or Fawley AFC or 
AFC Stoneham v Hamble Club or 
Alresford Town. 

Semi-final draw: Winners of 
Match 1 v Winners of Match 2, 
Winners of Match 4 v Winners of 
Match 3. 


Ball taking a break 
after 'amazing' time 



Charlie Searle was sent off for Salisbury last weekend. Inset: Nathan Ball. 



SALISBURY’S No.2 goalkeeper 
Nathan Ball is taking a break 
from football to concentrate on 
family commitments. 

Ball, who was dual-registered 
this season with Sydenhams One 
outfit Downton, made some im¬ 
portant appearances and some 
big saves for the reborn Wiltshire 
club during the first three sea¬ 
sons of its existence. 

Thanking the 21-year-old for¬ 
mer Shaftesbury man for his ser¬ 
vice, a Salisbury statement said: 
“Nathan proved himself an excel¬ 
lent team player and a valuable 
squad member. The club wishes 
him well and looks forward to see¬ 
ing him back in the game when he 
feels the time is right.” 

Having thoroughly enjoyed his 
two-and-a-half “amazing” years 
at Salisbury, Ball said he hoped 
the Evo-Stik South West club 
would “keep rising and get back 
to where it belongs.” 

He added: “Also a mention to 
Downton who allowed me to play 
for them for a brief spell. Thor¬ 
oughly enjoyed playing for them 
too.” 

Ironically, Salisbury’s first- 
choice Nol Charlie Searle was 
due a suspension today having 
been sent off in last Saturday’s 
depressing 2-1 defeat against 
Larkhall at the Ray Mac. 

It left the Whites without a win 
in four home league games. 

Despite Salisbury taking the 
lead through on-song midfielder 
Stuart Green and dominating pos¬ 
session, the game turned when 
Searle got a straight red for foul¬ 
ing Corey Simpson just before 


half-time and, with no ’keeper on 
the bench, midfielder Sam Rob¬ 
erts donned the gloves. 

Simpson quickly cashed in with 
a shot that stand-in ’keeper Rob¬ 
erts couldn’t handle and it got 
worse for the ten-man Whites 
when George King lobbed in the 
Larks’ winner ten minutes from 


time. Salisbury at least had some¬ 
thing to smile about on Wednes¬ 
day when they overcame league 
rivals Swindon Super marine 3-1 
in the Wiltshire Senior Cup sec¬ 
ond round. 

Gloucester City loan striker 
Zack Kotwica was the hero of the 
hour, plundering a hat-trick. 


Whites have welcomed in a sec¬ 
ond loan attacker - 18-year-old 
Plymouth Argyle forward Alex 
Battle. Battle joined the Pilgrims’ 
academy when he was 14 and his 
consistent performances earned 
him a professional development 
contract with the League One 
club. 


Love non-league? Then don't miss the Pink every week 
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Sholing lift the FA Vase at Wembley in 2014. 


Diaper: Wembley 
belief is the key 



Dave Diaper and Vase winner Marvin McLean at Wembley in 2014. 



IT WOULD be a tough ask for 
Sholing to repeat their memora¬ 
ble FA Vase triumph of 2014. 

But manager Dave Diaper is 
a great believer in the power of 
positive thinking. 

He reckons that if you don’t 
kick off the Vase journey at least 
believing you can get to Wembley, 
in all probability you won’t. 

Having been made to work hard 
for a 2-1 home win against Wel¬ 
lington AFC last Saturday, the 
Boatmen now have an all-Syden- 
hams Premier clash to look for¬ 
ward to at home to Blackfield & 
Langley in the last 64 on Decem¬ 
ber 2. 

Odyssey 

It was a local tie at Winchester 
City that began the Boatmen’s 
Vase odyssey four seasons ago 
and Diaper recalled: “I remember 
saying to the lads that day that we 
had to believe we could get there. 
If you haven’t got that self-belief, 
perseverance and desire, you 
won’t get out of first base.” 

Sholing went on to sweep all 
before them on their glorious 
March to the Arch where Marvin 
McLean’s winner against West 
Auckland Town ensured they 
brought lower non-League’s most 
prestigious trophy back to the 


south coast. 

“Looking back at that run, we 
beat teams we shouldn’t have 
beaten along the way,” said Dia¬ 
per. “But that’s what it’s all about. 


“I thought we’d go out to Wel¬ 
lington last week. We’d had them 
watched, but they surprised me. 
On the day, average players can 
suddenly become very good play¬ 


ers. 

“Even in the Wessex Premier, 
you’ve got to be up for every game 
because every team is capable of 
beating you on their day. 

“It’s a tough league, it doesn’t 
matter where you go, and I think 
that’s why we’ve got quite a num¬ 
ber of Wessex teams left in the 
Vase at this stage, which is good 
for the league. 

“It’s a bit disappointing we’re 
playing a side from our own di¬ 
vision (Blackfield), but the main 
thing is we’re at home. It saves 
on the travelling and going to 
see what opposition’s like as you 
do when it’s a team from outside 
your league.” 

If Sholing do end up on another 
lengthy Vase run, Diaper believes 
his previous experience will serve 
him well. 

“I don’t think people realise 
what a stressful time it can be for 
managers,” he said. “If you’re 
conscientious in your job, then 
you put yourself under pressure. 

“But if we do get through to 
the latter stages, I’ll be better 
equipped this time. 

“I remember in 2014 some¬ 
one advising me to buy loads of 
scarves to sell - and I think we’ve 
still got two-and-a-half thousand 
of them left!” he laughed. 

“But it’s a great competition 
and winning it gave us street cred 
all the way down to Cornwall. 

“It’s massive what a change it 
can make to your playing or man¬ 
agerial career.” 


World Cup 
dark horses 

THE Sports Pink looks at the 
nations the public might forget 
about until they spring some 
shocks in next summer’s World 
Cup finals in Russia. 

Belgium 

Full of Premier League class, 
the fact that Romelu Lukaku at 24 
has already become Belgium’s 
record goalscorer shows how 
much more success the Red 
Devils have had in recent times 
than in the rest of their 113-year 
history. They achieved their first 
ever number one FIFA world 
ranking from November 2015 to 
March 2016 yet are still not seen 
as genuine Word Cup winning 
contenders. 

Mexico 

During the last international 
break, Mexico showed their worth 
by playing their part in a six-goal 
draw in Belgium and beating 
Poland, not far from where the 
World Cup will be held in Russia 
next summer. They are a team 
with fewer big names, but Ander 
Herrera, Javier Hernandez and 
ex-Arsenal and West Brom 
forward Carlos Vela are much 
loved in Central America and 
make team-mate Andres 
Guardado believe they can ‘win 
the World Cup.’ 

Portugal 

Their Euro 2016 win came as a 



Romelu Lukaku 


shock to many, and any side with 
Cristiano Ronaldo in it can not be 
ruled out of the reckoning for any 
footballing prize. The Iberian side 
lost just one qualifying game in 
admittedly a fairly straight 
forward group, where they pipped 
Switzerland to top spot due to a 
12 goal better goal difference. 
They have qualified for the last 
four World Cups. 

Nigeria 

The Super Eagles were the first 
African side to qualify and have 
only missed one World Cup 
(Germany 2006) since first 
qualifying in 1994. They 
showcased their giant-killing 
prowess by coming back from 
two goals down to beat a strong 
Argentina side 4-2. Their main 
threats are Premier League men 
Kelechi Iheanacho, Alex Iwobi 
and captain John Obi Mikel. 

Poland 

Ranked sixth in world football, 
few would class them as the sixth 
best side in the world, but in 
Robert Lewandowski they have a 
man who scored the most goals 
in all the qualifying groups 
worldwide. They breezed through 
Group E, dropping points in just 
two matches, and will be 
particularly keen to show the 
world what they have got having 
missed out in 2010 or 2014. 
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Standard of 
Brit bosses 
still strong 

THE standard of British bosses 
remains strong despite the influx 
of foreign managers, according 
to League Managers Association 
chief executive Richard Bevan. 

A Press Association Sport study 
into the nationality of Premier 
League managers at the start of 
each season from 1997-98 to 2017- 
18 revealed a 55 per cent drop in 
UK and Irish bosses. 

Eight of the current top-flight 
permanent managers are British or 
Irish, with Sean Dyche having taken 
Burnley to seventh, but this season 
started with the joint lowest total of 
English bosses (four) in the last 
two decades. 

The last manager from the UK or 
Ireland to finish in the top four was 
Brendan Rodgers with Liverpool 
(second in 2013-14) but Bevan 
believes the quality in home-grown 
talent remains. 

“Just because we see less British 
managers and more overseas 
ones, don’t think that the standard 
has dropped. The talent we have 
out there is absolutely immense in 
a very serious, competitive 
business,” he said 

“When you say the decline of the 
number of British managers, I think 
you have to look at, first of all, the 
Premier League which is in the top 
10 of exports in Britain, it is a 
global product. 

“The Premier League is the very 
top global employment market for 
football managers and coaches. 

“And when you have a number of 
overseas owners, who do not have 
as much affinity with British 
managers, you are going to have 
the financial impact of television 
broadcast revenues providing the 



Nigel Pearson 


opportunities for owners to hire 
world-class managers from all over 
the world. 

“In the last two years, 50 per cent 
of all the employments in the 
Premier League were actually 
British.” 

But Bevan is hopeful one of the 
big six - Manchester City, 
Manchester United, Chelsea, 
Arsenal, Tottenham or Liverpool - 
will hire a British manager again 
soon. 

He said: “I very much hope so, 
Brendan Rodgers was at Liverpool 
in 2014, Harry Redknapp at 
Tottenham in 2012. From our 
perspective it’s making sure the 
up-and-coming British managers 
also have the full tool kit, the 
mentors, technical skills and image 
to be considered for the very big 
jobs.” 

Only 40 per cent of managers 
last past 70 games but there are 
now 86 LMA members working in 
over 30 countries - which Bevan is 
keen to see grow. 

He said: “In Europe we’re going 
to build a database of clubs who 
are really keen to offer work 
experience so we can build 
relationships with coaches and 
managers so hopefully they 
become permanent opportunities. 

“Nigel Pearson (at Belgian club 
OH Leuven) is a good example of 
that. Overseas is a big part of the 
future. We have 86 managers 
working in 30 plus countries and I 


NON LEAGUE _ 

Bush Hill could make step up - Diaper 


DAVE Diaper believes Bush Hill 
would make a good addition to 
the Sydenhams Wessex League. 

The Sholing boss was full of 
praise for Eugene McManus’s 
reigning Hampshire Premier 
League champions following 
Tuesday’s Russell Cotes Cup tie 
between the sides. 

There were no shocks on the 
night as the Boatmen, who sit two 
leagues higher, ran out 5-0 victors 
thanks to Alex Sawyer (2), Kev 
Brewster (2) and Rory Wood. 

But the Millbrook visitors gave 
a really good account of them¬ 


selves, earning rich praise from 
Diaper. 

“Eugene has done a tremendous 
job there,” he said. 

“We played Bush Hill a couple 
of years back and they were on 
the right track then - and they’re 
still on it. It would be really good 
if they could make the step up 
into the Wessex League. 

“They’ve got everything in 
place from a management and 
playing point of view. 

“They’re unbeaten in their 
league and the team work really 
hard for their manager. 


“We knew it would be a tough 
game against them, but we man¬ 
aged to score early which is al¬ 
ways good. 

“I know Eugene’s brother Pat 
(Brockenhurst manager) well and 
I’ve got a lot of time for him too. 
They’re football people through 
and through.” 

Tuesday’s victory made it 13 
games unbeaten for Sholing in 
all competitions, 11 wins and two 
draws. Sawyer opened the scor¬ 
ing on nine minutes, advancing 
from midfield and smashing in a 
beauty from 22 yards. 


Wood, now on four goals in 
five first-team games, made it 2-0 
with a poacher’s finish. Brew¬ 
ster struck twice in the second 
half, coolly tucking away Marvin 
McLean’s cross before sinking a 
penalty awarded for handball. 

In between, Sawyer grabbed 
his second after Wood’s shot had 
been pushed into his path. 

Sawyer almost completed a hat- 
trick, but his curling, dipping 
shot from outside the box was 
brilliantly tipped over the bar 
by Bush Hill ‘keeper Niall De- 
vereaux. 


Barry is proof of how 
loyalty can pay off... 


Wendy 

Gee 



BARRY Mason is living proof 
that loyalty brings its own re¬ 
wards. 

Sholing’s faithful clubman 
marked his 550th appearance for 
the Boatmen by setting up broth¬ 
er Byron’s last-gasp winner in a 
2-1 FA Vase second round success 
over Wellington AFC. 

Young Owen Royl drew Sholing 
level after Connor Pengelly had 
headed the Western Premier visi¬ 
tors in front. 

Extra time was beckoning when 
the Mason brothers - both key fig¬ 
ures in the Boatmen’s 2014 Wem¬ 
bley success - combined to book 
the club a ticket to the last 64. 

Barry sent in a free kick and 
younger brother Byron rose 
highest to nod it down inside the 
post. 

Before kick-off, milestone man 
Barry had been presented with a 
well-earned bottle of champagne 
from club legends Bill Boyle MBE 
and Trevor Lewis. 

And it won’t be long before his 
two brothers Byron and Dan are 
picking up some bubbly too. 

Skipper Byron has now made 
485 appearances for the Ports¬ 
mouth Road club, while Dan, the 
‘baby’ of the trio, is rapidly ap¬ 
proaching 300. 

“It’s the way Sholing is,” said 
proud boss Dave Diaper. 

“We were looking at the team 
that started against Wellington 
and only three of them weren’t 
involved in the final at Wembley, 
albeit some were on the bench. 

“Loyalty is a big thing in foot¬ 
ball and we’ve got an abundance 



Barry Mason with Sholing vice-president Trevor Lewis (left) and president Bill Boyle MBE (right). 


of it at our place.” 

One look at the statistics sec¬ 
tion on Sholing’s website backs 
up what Diaper is saying. 

Wembley hero Marvin McLean 
leads the way with 577 appearanc¬ 
es, Kev Brewster has passed the 
450 mark and Lee Wort is on 362. 

Alex Sawyer and Dan Miller are 
well into the 200s and even young 
Royl has already made over a half- 
century of first-team appearances 
- and he’s still eligible to play in 
the FA Youth Cup! 

“You don’t get many clubs 


where you’ve got players making 
500-odd and 400-odd appearances 
- and a manager who’s been in 
charge for around 950 games!” 
marvelled Diaper. 

“The players are all good friends 
as well. 

“Camaraderie is good for the 
club and long may it continue. It’s 
all about stability.” 

Speaking after the Wellington 
win, man-of-the-moment Barry 
Mason agreed: “Loyalty and lon¬ 
gevity is rare in football these 
days, even at this level where 


players seem to change clubs reg¬ 
ularly, so I’m very, very proud. 

“To be able to have an impact 
and set up the winner for my 
brother is special for me and I 
want to thank everyone who has 
helped me along the way. 

“It’s a proud moment to reach a 
great milestone of 550 games, but 
it would have meant little to me if 
we hadn’t won. 

“The team is the most impor¬ 
tant thing and I always put Shol¬ 
ing as a whole above any individ¬ 
ual achievements.” 
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Louis: Why Priory can't complain at seeing red twice 



Louis Langdown 


LOUIS Langdown said Christ¬ 
church could have no com¬ 
plaints about ending Tuesday’s 
Russell Cotes Cup tie with nine 
men. 

Priory had both Jordan Cole 
and Grant Cormack red-carded 
during a 2-0 defeat away at Lang- 
down’s AFC Totton and the Stags 
boss felt both were deserved. 

“They were sendings-off, no 
question,” he said. 

“The first lad (Cole) had two 
yellows and he could have had a 
red card for the first incident be¬ 
cause you can’t kick out like that 


off the ball, you just can’t do it. 

“For the second yellow, he 
kicked out at Connor (York). It 
was a lack of discipline. Maybe 
it was a fitness issue with him or 
maybe he was tired and just mis¬ 
timed the tackle. 

“The other lad (Cormack) got 
sent off for a stamp. 

“You can’t stamp on somebody 
(Callum Chugg) whilst they’re on 
the ground. It was a straight red 
and he deserved it. 

“(Totton’s) Jack Masterton got 
a yellow card for protecting his 
mate and I am pleased Jack react¬ 
ed like that because it was not on. 


“They can’t argue with them 
(the red cards). If it happened 
with us, I’d be all over it.” 

Birthday boy Nathaniel Sher¬ 
borne fired Totton ahead from 
the penalty spot midway through 
the second half before Nimes 
Pina struck with a late, looping 
header. “It was really comfort¬ 
able for us, a bit like a training 
game” said Langdown. 

“No disrespect to them because 
they’re two leagues below us. 

“It served its purpose. 

“We went out of the Hampshire 
Senior Cup on penalties to Rom- 
sey, so the lads needed to learn.” 


Lost car keys and 
a Wessex thriller! 

Wendy M 



Michael Cuffie fell victim to a practical joke. 


BOSS Michael Cuffie saw Pop¬ 
pies unlock Bashley’s defence on 
four occasions - as he searched 
frantically for a lost set of car 
keys. 

Cuffie spent much of the game 
hunting high and low at Bashley 
Road, only to later discover he 
had been victim of a practical 
joke! 

He managed to finally take his 
place in the technical area to see 
Liam Donachy settle in the visi¬ 
tors’ favour a pulsating Syden- 
hams Wessex Premier clash 
which ended 4-3. 

Connor Whiteley’s early opener 
for Bash was quickly cancelled 
out as Brazilian playmaker Eder 
Batista levelled with a finely-tak¬ 
en strike. 

Batista then sprinkled some 
magic dust on an assist for Faw- 
zi Saadi as Poppies reached the 
break leading 2-1. 

Two stunning strikes from Har¬ 
rison White - the second of which 
in the 90th minute had looked 
destined to earn Bash a point - 
proved in vain. 

Nasim Meddah’s 85th-minute 
effort edged Poppies back in front 
before Donachy prodded home in 
stoppage time to complete a hat- 
trick of league wins for the visi¬ 
tors. 

Cuffie, part of a successful 
Bashley team in the late 1990s, 
told the Poppies Twitter: “I found 
my keys. They were in the bottom 
of one of our players’ bags and I 
am going to have a word with him 
because I have a funny feeling 
they did it on purpose. If we win 


every week, I’ll take that all day 
long!” 

Bournemouth’s victory was 
achieved despite the loss of Sami 
Makhloufi to title-chasing Black- 
field & Langley. Makhloufi, who 


had scored 13 goals in 19 Poppies 
appearances this term, made his 
Blackfield debut off the bench in 
Tuesday’s 0-0 stalemate at New¬ 
port IW. 

Port held strong for a point de¬ 


spite losing Aiden Sainsbury to a 
second yellow card with less than 
20 minutes gone. 

It lifted the Islanders off the 
foot of the table on goal difference 
from Petersfield Town. 


The older 
managers 
are not 
blocking 
the way... 

OLDER bosses are not blocking 
the progress of the next 
generation, according to the 
head of the League Managers 
Association. 

Chief executive Richard Bevan 
revealed the amount of older 
managers has fallen over the last 
decade. 

David Moyes, 54, replaced 
Slaven Bilic at West Ham this 
month after he oversaw 
Sunderland’s relegation last 
season and lost 28 of his 43 
games in charge. 

Roy Hodgson, 70, was 
appointed at Crystal Palace in 
September while Sam Allardyce, 
63, held talks with Everton but 
Bevan insisted the same names 
are not a problem. 

He said: “When I started nine or 
10 years ago there were over 20 
managers in senior positions over 
the age of 60. Today there are 
three. 

“But it’s a very good point. 

David Moyes is a very successful, 



Roy Hodgson 

capable manager who has been 
working in the business for many 
years. He has over 800 matches 
of experience and a 42 per cent 
win ratio. Not many managers 
have achieved that. 

“His organisational and 
technical skills are something I’m 
sure, when West Ham were 
looking to appoint a manager, 
they looked at. 

“From the younger managers 
we have just under 60 managers 
under the age of 50 so that 
number has grown and that’s 
probably reflective of many 
industries. 

“Only the elite are probably in 
that (merry-go-round) category 
and that would be the same in any 
business, sport or industry you 
could look at. 

“The reality is 60 per cent of 
first-time managers don’t get a 
second opportunity. It takes over 
two years to get back into work 
and when you’re out of work it’s a 
big impact on your families, 
looking at the career pathway and 
seeing what you can do. 

“It’s a very frustrating situation 
for many managers and coaches 
who are out of work but it’s a very 
serious and competitive 
business.” 
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• Here, the Sports Pink picks a 
team of world class names who 
won’t be going to next summer’s 
World Cup finals in Russia. 

Gianluigi Buffon (Italy/Juventus) 
Widely considered the finest 
goalkeeper in history, the 39-year- 
old, who won the World Cup with 
Italy in 2006, retired from 
international football after their 1-0 
aggregate defeat by Sweden. 

Antonio Valencia (Ecuador/ 
Manchester United) 

A string of consistent 
performances at right-back led to 
Valencia being named players’ 
player of the year at Old Trafford last 
season but the 32-year-old could not 
inspire Ecuador to what would have 
been his third World Cup. 

Leonardo Bonucci (Italy/AC Milan) 
An already difficult season for the 
classy 30-year-old central defender 
was worsened by Italy’s defeat. He 
has struggled at AC Milan since his 
£35million summer transfer from 
Juventus, but at international level 
still worked with the team-mates he 
combined with so well in Turin. 

Giorgio Chiellini (Italy/Juventus) 
Another of Italy’s decorated World 
Cup winners could also announce 
his retirement in the coming days, 
meaning the 33-year-old’s final 
appearance at the competition could 
well be the 1-0 defeat by Uruguay at 
Brazil 2014, in which he was bitten 
by Luis Suarez. 

David Alaba (Austria/Bayern 
Munich) 

A winner of six Bundesliga titles 
and the Champions League, Alaba’s 
international career has been less 
illustrious with Austria’s abysmal 
Euro 2016 campaign his only 
experience of a major tournament. 

Daniele De Rossi (Italy/Roma) 

De Rossi has joined Buffon and 
Andrea Barzagli in announcing his 
international retirement, ensuring 
Italy have lost some experienced 
heads between them, and having 
been a similarly-influential figure. 

Arturo Vidal (Chile/Bayern Munich) 
The key midfielder, who starred in 
the last two World Cups, was 
suspended for Chile’s final qualifier 
against Brazil and watched on 
powerless from Munich as his team 
were eliminated. 

Gareth Bale (Wales/Real Madrid) 

It has been a positive few years for 
Wales but the Euro 2016 semi¬ 
finalists were pipped to a play-off 
spot by the Republic of Ireland, 
meaning Bale’s wait for a first World 
Cup goes on. 

Arjen Robben (Holland/Bayern 
Munich) 

A veteran of three World Cups, 
Robben announced his retirement 
from international football shortly 
after scoring twice against Sweden 
in the final match of Holland’s 
unsuccessful qualification 
campaign. 

Alexis Sanchez (Chile/Arsenal) 
Chile suffered last-minute 
heartbreak as they were pushed out 
of a play-off place when Peru 
equalised against Colombia, 
meaning the Arsenal star will not be 
sprinting up the flanks for La Roja in 
Russia. 

Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang 
(Gabon/Borussia Dortmund) 

Gabon have never qualified for the 
World Cup and the African country’s 
shortage of top-class players means 
talented forward Aubameyang may 
never have the opportunity to play at 
one. 


QK Southampton manager Mark 
Sainsbury admitted his side was 
‘shell shocked’ after losing 12-0 to 
Saints U23s in the last 16 of the 
Southampton Senior Cup. 

A week after their Checkatrade 
Trophy humbling at Northamp¬ 
ton Town - where they lost on 
penalties after throwing away 
a 3-0 lead - Saints responded by 
thrashing the New Forest Care 
Hampshire Premier League side 
at Staplewood. 

Saints included ten of the squad 
that travelled to Northampton in 
their Southampton Senior Cup 
squad, with captain Ollie Cook 
(who missed one of the spot-kicks 
in the Sixfields shoot out), Will 
Wood and Nathan Telia retained 
in the starting line-up. 

Left-back Wood headed Saints 
into an early lead which two-goal 
Armani Little doubled before 
Will Smallbone, 17, produced two 
clinical finishes in five minutes to 
give Saints a 4-0 half-time lead. 

Hat-tricks from Marcus Barnes 
and Telia and a goal for substitute 
Michael Obafemi stunned the 
Hampshire Premier League outfit 
in the second half. 

With Saints’ head of football 
development, Les Reed looked 
on alongside U23s coach Martin 
Hunter, and football development 
executive Kelvin Davis on his de¬ 
but as a ‘lead coach’ in the dug 
out, there was no shortage of mo¬ 
tivation for Saints. 

“I wasn’t expecting them to put 
out a such a strong team,” admit¬ 
ted Mark Sainsbury, who is in his 
fourth season as QK’s manager. 

“Their professionalism and de¬ 
sire was very impressive, they 
were on the front foot the whole 
game. 

“After losing to Northampton 
it was like some of them were on 
trial.” 

As well as is treble, Telia creaed 
several opportunities with his 
pace and trickery. 

After a decade at Arsenal, 
where he once pipped Brook¬ 
lyn Beckham (son of David) to a 
scholarship contract, the 18 year- 
old looks one to keep an eye on. 

Telia is already listed in the 
U23s squad, with Smallbone and 
substitutes Jonathan Afolabi and 
Michael Obafemi all still only 17. 

Sainsbury’s son Lee was his 
side’s unfortunate goalkeeper. 

Left exposed time and time 
again, he at least had the consola¬ 
tion of pulling off several saves 
that Davis would have been proud 
of. 

“They were unreal and gave our 
boys a real lesson,” continued 
Sainsbury. 


“Even Sholing wouldn’t live 
with that pace and movement. 

“My boy had a good game but it 
was the first time he’s conceded 
12 in his life! 

“He was demoralised. Kelvin 
had a good chat with him after¬ 
wards, gave him a hug and of¬ 
fered him a Saints shirt which he 
declined because he was so upset! 

“Lee has had some praise and 


[injured Saints defender] Jake 
Flannigan, who he played with 
at Tyro level, was good enough 
to send a message telling him to 
hold his head high. 

“It was one-way traffic, he was 
exposed to too many one-on-ones 
by their pace and movement. 

“It was a real eye opener to see 
how Saints go about their busi¬ 
ness. 


“One of the their lads said ‘I 
take it you boys have been work¬ 
ing today, we’ve started it with a 
light training session followed by 
a massage and a hot tub!’. 

“And the facilities were abso¬ 
lutely superb. 

“Southampton have a bright 
future with those youngsters - if 
they ever get a chance. 

“They could have scored a lot 



NON LEAGUE 


Stylish Saints 


Simon 

Walter 


Will Wood is 
congratulated on scoring 
the opening goal by 
Saints captain Ollie Cook 
(Photos by Matt Watson/ 
Southampton FC) 
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stun QK So'ton 


more. 

“We couldn’t live with them and 
got a bit lucky with a few saves, it 
could have been more. 

“They squeezed us so tight so 
quickly we never had an opportu¬ 
nity that we never had an oppor¬ 
tunity to play any type of football. 

“I just hope it doesn’t ruin our 
season and that the boys were in¬ 
spired by how good Saints were.” 


Callum Drake, QK’s number 
ten, was presented with an award 
from Saints captain Cook to mark 
his 100th appearance for the club. 

QK have turned down several 
approaches for their playmaker 
but got little opportunity to im¬ 
press as Saints dominated posses¬ 
sion. 

“They’re certainly looking for¬ 
ward to having more of the ball 


against Bush Hill in our league 
cup quarter final next week!” 
laughed Sainsbury 

“They realised what it’s like to 
play three or four levels higher. 

“It was an opportunity we’ll 
never get again. 

“I reminded them at training 
on Thursday that it was a one-off 
so hopefully they bounce back as 
well as Saints did against us!” 


QK were not helped by having 
to play the last half hour with 
ten men after Jordan Breen was 
sent off for a two-footed tackle on 
Saints full back Richard Bakary, 
who was fortunate not to be red 
carded for charging into another 
QK player in retaliation. 

“I apologised to Southampton 
for that,” continued Sainsbury. 

“I think it looked worse than it 
was but they’ll come across teams 
a lot more physical than us in this 
competition. 

“No-one will beat them by play¬ 
ing football, that’s for sure. 

“I watch a lot of Wessex Pre¬ 
mier football and they were a dif¬ 
ferent level to that.” 

Bakary was fortunate not to be 
red carded for charging into an¬ 
other QK player in retaliation, 
while left-back Joe Griggs and 
midfielder Craig Johnson were 
both booked for fouls as QK strug¬ 
gled against the pace of the pro¬ 
fessionals. 

This was QK’s heaviest defeat 
since 1972, the year the club was 
formed as Queens Keep South¬ 
ampton. 

In their previous match they 
had beaten Hartley Wintney ‘A’ 7-0 
in the second round of the Hamp¬ 
shire Intermediate Cup. 

They were back on HPL duty 
today against Clanfield at their 
home ground on Redbridge Lane, 
Lordshill, where a win would 
have taken them above their 
fourth-placed opponents. 

Before today’s game they were 
sixth, six points off leaders 
Liphook United with two games 
in hand. 

Saints U23s play again on Mon¬ 
day evening against Fulham. 

The Southampton Senior Cup 
quarter-final draw is expected to 
be revealed after the completion 
of the remaining four ties. 

Already in the hat with Saints 
U23s are Lymington Town (who 
won 2-1 at Priory Rovers), Team 
Solent (4-0 winners over Hythe & 
Dibden) and Winchester City re¬ 
serves (who beat Nursling 4-1). 

They will be joined by the win¬ 
ners of Blackfield & Langley v 
Alresford Town, Brockenhurst v 
Sholing, Hamble Club v Bush Hill 
- who all play on Tuesday - and 
Netley Central Sports v Infinity. 

Meanwhile, the long-term plan 
for QK is to reach the Sydenhams 
Wessex League. 

“We have a 60-seater stand do¬ 
nated by Eastleigh FC and hope¬ 
fully we’ll have floodlights by 
2018/19 and be in a position to 
apply for the Wessex,” said Sains¬ 
bury. 

Saints U23s: Latham, Bakary, Wood, Little, 
Cook, O'Connor, Telia, Rowthorn, Barnes, 
Smallbone (Obafemi 61), Hale (Afolabi 61). 

QK Southampton: Sainsbury, Eagle (Ratchford 
55), Griggs, Johnston, Hayes (61), Bourk, Cra¬ 
ven, Breen, Monene, Drake (Hadzimbucu 69), 
Dwyer. 


Italy follow 
in some big 
footsteps 

FOUR-time world champions Italy 
failed to qualify for the World Cup 
for the first time since 1958 after 
a 1-0 aggregate play-off defeat 
against Sweden. 

Most editions of the summer 
showpieces have lacked at least one 
of the major nations due to an upset 
in qualifying and here the Sports 
Pink looks at some famous 
examples from history. 

SCOTLAND - 1962 

Scotland have never been a major 
player on the world stage but 55 
years ago a fantastic post-war squad 
spearheaded by Denis Law, Jim 
Baxter and John White were 
understandably dreaming of 
potential glory in Chile. Honours 
were even between the Scots and 
Czechoslovakia in a three-team 
group, meaning a play-off was 
required in Brussels. Ian St John 
twice gave Scotland the lead but 
twice they were pegged back and, in 
extra time, Tomas Pospichal and 
Andrej Kvasnak scored to clinch a 
4-2 triumph for the Czechs. It was 
not until 1974 that Scotland played 
in a World Cup again. 

ARGENTINA-1970 

In October, ahead of their crucial 
match in Ecuador, which they 
ultimately won, Argentina faced the 
prospect of failing to qualify for the 
first time in almost half a century. 
Back then, under Adolfo Pedernera, 
recent World Cup quarter-finalists 
Argentina were drawn against 
Bolivia and Peru in qualifying - and 
they lost both away games. 

USSR - 1974 

Next year’s hosts, back in the days 
of the Soviet Union, were regular 
fixtures in the later rounds of the 
World Cup across the late 50s and 
60s. And things looked rosy for the 
USSR throughout the process of 
qualifying for West Germany 1974 as 
a team boasting the likes of Oleh 
Blokhin and Vladimir Fedotov won 
three out of four matches to top a 
group which also included France. 
However, their goalscoring record 
was inferior to those of three other 
European nations and they were 
therefore drawn against Chile in an 
intercontinental play-off. The Soviets 
refused to visit Santiago due to the 
military dictatorship of Augusto 
Pinochet and so Chile turned up 
alone to claim a 2-0 walkover victory. 

HOLLAND - 1986 

Holland’s World Cup record is 
wildly inconsistent - some years 
they qualify and go the distance, 
some years they are nowhere to be 
seen - but a late 80s squad boasting 
the likes of Marco van Basten, Wim 
Kieft and the Koeman brothers really 
should have made it to Mexico. The 
Oranje finished second behind 
Hungary in a tough qualifying group 
and were forced into a play-off 
against neighbours Belgium. Franky 
Vercauteren’s strike gave Belgium a 
first-leg home win and Georges 
Grun’s away goal in a 2-1 victory for 
the hosts in Rotterdam confirmed 
Holland’s absence from the 1986 
finals. 

ENGLAND - 1994 

Graham Taylor’s men could not 
secure victories over either Norway 
or Holland across four attempts in 
qualifying, despite overseeing big¬ 
scoring wins over the likes of Turkey, 
Poland and San Marino. Norway won 
the group, with Holland pipping 
England to a place in the United 
States by two points. Did Taylor not 
like that! 
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OWTON’S 


TnMLowl family 
, Butchers > 


THE ROYAL BRITISH 


* PolarPlastics 

PVC-u SPECIALISTS for: 


Chalcroft Farm 

West End, Southampton. SO30 2HU 
TEL: 023 8060 1154 
shop@owtons.com 


Owton s at Kimbridge 

Near Romsey. S051 OLE 
TEL: 01794 341681 
kimbridge@owtons.com 


Owton s at Garsons 

Fontley Road, Titchfield. P015 6QX 
TEL: 01329 854895 
garsons@owtons.com 


ill 


'Kv 


Owton's at Rosebourne 

Weyhill, Andover. SP11 8ED 


wiTU owton: 


•i 


TEL: 01264 774888 
rosebourne@owtons.com 


Chalcroft Farm Shop now open 
Sundays 10am-2pm 


Succulent Christmas Meat Hampers 


• 1.9 kg NZ Leg of Lamb (Feeds up to 8) 

• 1.8 kg Beef Roasting Joint 

(Feeds up to 10) 

• 1.8 kg Gammon Joint (Feeds up to 10) 

• 1.8 kg Leg of Pork (Feeds up to 10) 

• 454g Owton's Pork Sausagemeat 

• 454g Owton's Pork Chipolatas 

• 454g Green Streaky Bacon 

• FREE 2.25kg Boneless 
Turkey Breast Roll* 


Replace the free Boneless Turkey Breast Roll with 
a 4.6kg Turkey for just £84.99 


• Windows • Doors 

• Conservatories • Fascias 

• Cladding • Gutters 

• Glass units • Window repairs 


• NO HARD SELL FAMILY BUSINESS 
10 YEAR INSURANCE BACKED GUARANTEE 


OPEN 6 DAYS-A-WEEK 
Mon to Sat 

Telephone 
023 8089 9611 

www.polarplastics.co.uk 
email: sales@polarplastics.co.uk 

10 Holbury Precinct, 

Holbury Drove, Holbury, 1 fensa | 

Southampton 




We are truly Independent 
and provide a personal 
and local service 




INCLUDING TRAVEL PLUS HOTEL & DINNER E 


SOUTH WALES/TENBY 
TURKEY & TINSEL 
HOLIDAY (5 Days) 

11th Dec-Only £315 
Enjoy a festive break in this 
iconic Welsh seaside town! 
Also includes excursions, 
‘Christmas’ dinner, happy 
hours at the hotel and much 
more! 


MEDIEVAL BANQUET, 
HENLEY & WINDSOR 
CASTLE 

21st Jan-Only £129 
Join us for a fantastic 2 day 
getaway where we’ll visit 
Henley on Thames & 
Windsor Castle. Also 
includes a medieval 
banquet + entertainment! 


•t'trt'f 


■Oi 


i Will option available 
with your plan 


WITH EVERY FUNERAL 
PLAN TAKEN OUT £25* 
IS DONATED TO THE 
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 

Joseph House 

14 Bishopstoke Road 

Eastleigh 

Hampshire SO50 6AE. 

Call 023 80612 444 

info@cappersindependent 

funerals.co.uk 

Golden Charter Jr 

Funeral Plans 


Golden Charter 
is Proud to 
Support 


LEGION 


AIKSLA 02380 404536 

I n >=* CALL us F0R A FREE brochure or 

visitwww.angelaholidays.co.uk 

' FOLLOW us on FACEBOOK E 


* £25 from the sale of each funeral plan, identified with The Royal 
British Legion sticker, and where plans are not cancelled, will be 
paid to Royal British Legion Trading Limited, which gives its tax¬ 
able profits to The Royal British Legion (Charity no. 219279) and 
Poppyscotland (Scottish Charity No. SC014096). 
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Brendoncare Otterbourne Hill 

Our ground-breaking new care development 


Brendon Care 

Otterbourne Hill 


• One and two bedroom apartments enabling 
couples to live together following a diagnosis of dementia 

• A dementia-friendly community hub with an extensive 
range of clubs, facilities and resources 

• A 64 bedroom care home offering specialist nursing 
and dementia care 


We have information events on: 

Tuesday 28 November, 2pm-6pm 
Monday 4 December, 2pm - 6pm 


Otterbourne Scout Hut, Boyatt Lane, SO50 4LQ 


For more information, please email 

otterbournehill@brendoncare.org.uk 

or phone Elaine Warriner on 01962 852133 


The Brendoncare Foundation 

The Old Malthouse, Victoria Road, 
Winchester, Hampshire, S023 7DU 

www.brendoncare.org.uk 

Registered charity no: 326508 


EARLY 




** £ 17^5 

^ ffl to 


* 1 / Visit Our Showroom at 

170 Magna Road, BH21 3AP 

Resin Driveways 

• Permeable - No Puddles 

ra • Perfect Traction in all Weathers 
Wr • Durability - 10 Year Guarantee 


Composite Decking 




iilDU iiVtlllClUlL/. 
t fnirmncitP FWHnc 


Drainage Solutions 


Artificial Grass 

• Low Maintenance - No Mowing 

• Realistic Looking 

• Hygienic - Pet & Child Friendly 


Enquire Now For Your Free 
Early 2018 Install Quote 


• Stability - No loose/slippery boards 

• Large Range/Finishing Options 

• Quality Product & Affordable 

Enquire Now For Your FREE Quote 

01202 805 866 
www.prestige-hi.co.uk/sale 
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Nonethe 
wiser... 



UK Anti-Doping’s decision 
to close its investigation into 
British Cycling and Team 
Sky is very probably the 
end of any talk of bans or 
stripped titles. 

Despite conducting 
dozens of interviews over 
14 months, UKAD cannot 
build an anti-doping case 
against anybody at cycling’s 
governing body or its hugely 
successful professional off¬ 
shoot. 

Unfortunately, UKAD 
cannot clear anyone of 
alleged cheating, either. 

Here, the Sports Pink 
tries to unpick the knot of 
dead ends, false leads and 
unanswered questions that 
have left cycling fans none 
the wiser. 

What exactly was UKAD 
investigating? 

The official line was 
“allegations of wrongdoing” 
but the main issue was 
the contents of a mystery 
package - or Jiffy bag, as 
it became better known 
- delivered to Team Sky’s 
doctor at the end of the 2011 
Criterium du Dauphine 
in France, a key Tour de 
France warm-up race that 
Sir Bradley Wiggins had just 



Bradley Wiggins 

won. There were also claims 
that Dr Richard Freeman, 
who also worked for 
British Cycling, had freely 
distributed the controversial 
painkiller Tramadol to 
British riders before a race 
and that Team Sky were 
using intravenous recovery 
methods. 

Why was the package so 
interesting? 

UKAD and the Daily 
Mail, which first reported 
the story in October 2016, 
were always careful to 
avoid explaining what 
the actual allegation was 
but the story generated so 
much interest it reached 
Westminster, where the full 
story came tumbling out 
over two select committee 
hearings in December 
2016 and March 2017. The 
package, it was claimed, 
contained the corticosteroid 
triamcinolone and Dr 
Freeman administered it to 
Wiggins on the Team Sky 
bus. This drug is banned “in 
competition”, which in this 
case applied until midnight 
that night. 

Continued on facing page 


Five-star display from Hampshire in the cup 


Hampshire produced an outstand¬ 
ing performance to crush Surrey 
5-0 in the first round of the ESFA 
inter-county cup, the reward for 
which is a trip to Cirencester and 
a meet-up with Gloucestershire 
on December 4. 

An early goal direct from a cor¬ 
ner by Ryan Penny (Sparsholt) 
settled the nerves and Hampshire 
went 2-0 in front on 10 minutes af¬ 
ter some neat work out wide saw 
Cameron Langan (Alton) send 


in a lovely cross for Sparsholt’s 
Mani Alii to head home. 

Hampshire went 3-0 up on the 
stroke of half time, when Farn- 
borough striker Jake Wilson cut 
in from the right to fire a deflect¬ 
ed shot past the Surrey keeper. 

Surrey rallied at the start of the 
second half but once Hampshire 
had weathered the fightback, nor¬ 
mal service was resumed. 

Several missed opportunities 
came and went, but Jake Wilson 


put the game beyond doubt with 
a nice turn and finish in the box 
with ten minutes remaining. 

In the final few minutes, a love¬ 
ly team move was finished off by 
Wayne Nderemani (Sparsholt) to 
make the scoreline 5-0. 

Manager Luke Hampton 
praised outstanding performanc¬ 
es from Alex Haynes, Harry Prisk 
and Jean-Luc Ramdin, with Ryan 
Penny controlling the game in 
midfield. 


Hampshire play Hertfordshire 
in the SE Counties League on 
Tuesday week, November 28 at 
Alton’s Anstey Park ground. 

Hants squad: Josh Tombs (Symonds), Harry 
Prisk (Barton), Theo Wolfarth (Symonds), 

Ryan Penny (Sparsholt), George Ockwell 
(Barton), Connor Morley (Portsmouth), Jean- 
Luc Ramdin (Itchen), Alex Haynes (Barton), 
Mani Alii (Sparsholt), Jake Wilson (Farnbor- 
ough), Cameron Langan (Alton), Josh Davies 
(Barton), Henry Jordan (Portsmouth), Sha- 
quille Gwengwe (Portsmouth), Josh Corner 
(Symonds), Aaron Smith (Barton). 


Cam leaps off bench 
to hit debut hat-trick 



Matt Rickman scored twice for Barton Peveril. 


Mike 

Vimpany 


CAM Bradbury came off the sub¬ 
stitutes bench to celebrate a debut 
second half hat-trick as Queen 
Mary’s came back from 2-0 down 
to beat Poole Grammar 4-2 and 
win their first Hampshire Col¬ 
leges match of the season. 

QMC enjoyed the greater pos¬ 
session in the opening half, but 
were hit by a sucker punch as 
George Heap headed Poole into a 
half-time lead. 

Bradbury was among the three 
subs coach Chris Kirby sent on at 
the break, but still QMC couldn’t 
score and paid the penalty when 
Conal Burns doubled the PG lead. 

Bradbury got QMC back into 
the contest with a brace, the sec¬ 
ond a brave header, before Adam 
Vince put the Basingstoke side 
ahead for the first time. 

Bradbury completed his hat- 
trick with Queen Mary’s fourth 
in stoppage time. 

A serious injury sustained by 
midfielder Miles Gibson took the 
gloss of Barton Peveril’s 4-0 win 
over Andover at Chestnut Avenue. 

Gibson was carried off after 
a heavy challenge shortly after 
Luke Bennett had fired BP ahead 
from a free-kick which the Lions 
goalkeeper fumbled into his own 
net. 

Gibson has suffered serious an¬ 
kle and ligament injuries and is 
out for the rest of the season. 

Ironically Andover, who had 
beaten Richard Taunton’s 5-3 and 
Peter Symonds 6-2 in their two 
previous games, had arguably 
been the better side until that 
time, without necessarily threat¬ 
ening the Barton goal. 

Two quick goals by Matt Rick¬ 
man (pictured) - the first set up 


by Bennett and the second cour¬ 
tesy of another goalkeeping gaff 
- effectively finished the contest 
before half-time. 

Andover had a goal disallowed 
in the second period, shortly be¬ 
fore substitute Jake Gould scored 
BP’s fourth. 


Leaders Itchen continued their 
winning start with a 2-0 win in the 
city derby against Richard Taun¬ 
ton’s, who put up a commend¬ 
able fight with principally second 
team players. 

“It was a really great effort by 
our boys,” said RTC coach Tom 


Barge, who were twice denied by 
Itchen goalkeeper George Beavis. 

Jack Wilson eventually head¬ 
ed Itchen in front before James 
Smith clinched it with five min¬ 
utes left. 

“We were down to absolute 
bare bones, but the boys (mainly 
seconds) worked so hard,” Barge 
added. 

Itchen are joint top alongside 
Peter Symonds with 15 points 
each, but the Winchester college 
have played two games more - 
and have lost twice. 

They did beat Farnborough 3-2 
with Eddie Lloyd, Lewis Wake- 
ford, and Joe Sutherden on target. 

The teams meet again at Be- 
reweeke Avenue in the Peter 
Munro Cup on Wednesday. 

Wednesday's fixtures: 

Peter Munro Cup: Peter Symonds v Farnbor¬ 
ough, Portsmouth v Itchen, Poole Grammar 
v Barton Peveril/Richard Taunton's, Queen 
Mary's v Basingstoke. 

Steve Perkins Cup: Barton Peveril v Peter Sy¬ 
monds, Farnborough v Itchen II, Itchen III v 
Havant Southdowns, Sparsholt v Fareham. 

• Jack North scored four first 
half goals in Gosport & Fare- 
ham’s 9-2 rout of Eastleigh & Win¬ 
chester in the English Schools FA 
Under-15 PlayStation Trophy. 

The teenage son of former East¬ 
leigh assistant manager Shaun 
North blitzed four of the five first 
half goals as Gosport scored to 
turn round 5-1 up, with Josh Un¬ 
derwood also on target. 

Underwood was also on target 
in the second half as Gosport ran 
in four more goals, Kyle Colle¬ 
ton, Ben Warriner and Taylor 
O’Malley adding to the impres¬ 
sive scoreline. 

Gosport & Fareham will host 
mid-Somerset in the next round - 
hopefully under the Privett Park 
floodlights - while Southampton 
visit Croydon on the back of a 5-4 
penalty shoot-out win over Bath. 



Love local sport? Don't miss the Pink every week 
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British cycling 
Qand A 


Saints missing in 
Gareth's new era 


Peter 

Howard 





GARETH Southgate has started 
building a masterplan for Eng¬ 
land long-term, but there is a 
notable Saints element missing 
from it. 

The Three Lions boss is taking 
the national side in a new direc¬ 
tion. In the last two friendlies, 
he handed six players debuts. 

There has been a change in 
formation and Southgate has 
called up young players who he 
hopes will shape a new era for 
England. 

Ruben Loftus-Cheek, 21, was 
the most impressive of the re¬ 
cent debutants. 

The Chelsea midfielder, who is 
on loan at Crystal Palace, start¬ 
ed both goalless draws against 
Germany and Brazil and was a 
bright spark, especially against 
the world champions. 

Liverpool’s Joe Gomez, 20, 
and Dominic Solanke, 20, also 
made their senior bows, while 
Everton’s Jordan Pickford, 23, 
and Chelsea striker Tammy 
Abraham, 20, who is on loan 
at Swansea, completed the five 
debutants who are under the 
age of 24. 

Ex-Saint Jack Cork, the sixth 
man to win his first cap, is 28. 

Southgate is starting the long 
process of making a team which 
he’ll hope will eventually com¬ 
pete deep in to major tourna¬ 
ments - and is placing trust in 
youth. 

New dawn 

The Russia finals next sum¬ 
mer might come too early for 
this team, but there is hope that 
this could be the start of a new 
dawn for England, especially 
when you consider the recent 
success of the age group teams. 

But at the moment, two of 
Southgate’s most trusted play¬ 
ers from his time with England 
Under-21s - James Ward-Prowse 
and Nathan Redmond - are 
missing from this blueprint. 

The Saints duo were handed 
their senior debuts back in 
March against Germany and 
both have aspirations to return 
to the senior fold. 

However, as Saints struggle to 
find form and momentum, they 
are being overlooked by South- 
gate at a crucial time. 

It’s a great message for them 
too, with Southgate not about to 
make the mistake of previous 
managers and rely on tried and 
trusted disciples. 

Ward-Prowse was his captain 



Uncertain England future - Nathan Redmond (above), Fraser Forster (below left) and James Ward-Prowse 



for the Young Lions, while Red¬ 
mond was a mainstay for the 
under-21s, winning 38 caps. 

But they know they have to up 
their game if they want to get 
back to the senior set-up. 

And it’s a huge time for them 
to make that impact. 

It’s not often there’s such a 
clear transition with England 
under a manager who will pick 
them if they are playing well. 

There are no longer the stal¬ 
warts of old, when the likes of 
Steven Gerrard, Frank Lam- 
pard and Wayne Rooney et al 
would be picked regardless. 

The 47-year-old has sent a re¬ 
assuring message to the likes 


of Ward-Prowse, Redmond and 
Saints colleague Fraser Forster 
that “players have time” to im¬ 
press him because he’s picking 
his roster on form at the mo¬ 
ment. 

Opportunity 

“Absolutely, other players have 
time,” he said. “We have select¬ 
ed on form and what we think 
the players are capable of. 

“If players are playing well 
and we are seeing things we 
think fit into the team, we will 
pick them.” 

That World Cup dream could 
become a reality for these Saints 


men, but their current form can¬ 
not continue if they are to take 
advantage of this window of op¬ 
portunity. 

Forster has often struggled to 
reach his previous heights this 
term and has slipped away from 
the national team reckoning, 
with his name scarcely men¬ 
tioned - as it previously was - in 
relation to replacing Joe Hart. 

Ward-Prowse isn’t playing 
enough for Saints currently, 
while Redmond is playing the 
minutes but has often frustrat¬ 
ed, having yet to score for his 
club in 2017/18. He has tallied 
two assists this term, though - 
one more than he managed in 
the league last season. 


From facing page 

What could this have meant for 
Wiggins? 

If UKAD could prove it was 
triamcinolone in that package, Wiggins 
would be looking at a backdated two- 
year ban, and the loss of his results, 
from June 2011. This, in case you have 
forgotten, would consign his historic 
2012 to cycling’s over-spilling dustbin of 
discredited achievements, and be a 
permanent stain on his career. Some 
would argue it has already been 
tarnished by the revelation he had a 
medical exemption to use triamcinolone 
to treat allergies at the 2011 and 2012 
Tours de France and 2013 Giro d’ltalia. 
This exemption was not in effect at the 
time of the Dauphine but its existence 
has only added to the uneasy questions 
surrounding this case. 

How have Wiggins, British Cycling and 
Team Sky explained this? 

With great difficulty is the short 
answer. All have denied any wrongdoing 
but Team Sky boss Sir Dave Brailsford 
originally suggested two reasons why 
the package could not have been 
delivered to Dr Freeman before being 
forced to admit it was delivered but 
there is no record of what was in it. 
When he, Shane Sutton (the man who 
organised the delivery), and Simon 
Cope (the British women’s team coach 
who hand-delivered it from British 
Cycling’s medical store in Manchester 
to the top of a French mountain) were 
summoned before a select committee, 
Brailsford said Dr Freeman had told him 
it was the legal decongestant Fluimucil. 


So we do know what was in the 
package, then? 

Sadly, Brailsford and British Cycling 



Shane Sutton 


were quickly forced to admit that Dr 
Freeman could not prove this as he had 
not followed team procedures and 
shared his medical files with colleagues 
and had then lost his laptop on holiday a 
few years later. Even worse, the office 
he operated from at the National Cycling 
Centre could not come up with any 
paperwork to prove Fluimucil had been 
delivered to and dispatched from 
Manchester. UKAD’s investigators, 
however, did find evidence that Dr 
Freeman had ordered lots of 
triamcinolone. 

OK, where does all this leave us? 

Well, as UKAD has explained, it cannot 
say what was in that package and it 
probably never will be able to do so. It is 
understood that Wiggins has told them it 
was Fluimucil and Dr Freeman has been 
too unwell to question in person but has 
written to UKAD to say the same. The 
former has retired from cycling, after 
winning another gold medal in Rio, and 
the latter has just resigned from British 
Cycling. 

That removed the last physical link to 
this saga at the national governing, 
which has completely overhauled its 
medical procedures. Team Sky have 
said they have done the same and spent 
the last year hunkered down but winning 
races. 

Cycling fans, on the other hand, are in 
pretty much the same place they were 
14 months ago: confused. 
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The Ashes in 
numbers 



As England prepare for Ashes 
battle with Australia, Press 
Association Sport looks at the series 
and its history in numbers. 

1882 

the year the name “Ashes” was 
coined for the series, in a satirical 
obituary for English cricket in the 
Sporting Times following Australia’s 
win at the Oval. 

341 

Tests played between England and 
Australia. England have won 108 and 
lost 140, with 93 draws. 

4 

England have won four of the last 
five series... 

5-0 

... but the exception was a 5-0 
whitewash on the last visit Down 
Under in 2013-14. 

1877 

The year England and Australia 
met in the first ever Test cricket 
match in 1877, Australia winning by 
45 runs at the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground before England won a 
second Test two weeks later by four 
wickets 



Steve Smith 


1977 

The year of the Centenary Test in 
Melbourne. Remarkably, Australia 
won by 45 runs - exactly the same 
margin of victory as in the first ever 
Test match. 

1 

Australia captain Steve Smith is 
top of the ICC Test batting rankings, 
while England’s James Anderson is 
the number one bowler. 

2 

Joe Root is just behind his 
opposite number Smith in the 
batting table. 

5,028 

Donald Bradman’s record total of 
Ashes runs in his career. 

195 

Fellow Australian Shane Warne, 
the former Hampshire skipper, holds 
the wickets record. 

12 

The amount of wickets Warne took 
on his last Test appearance in 
England - at The Oval in 2005. He 
claimed 6-122 in the first innings and 
6-124 in the second. 

Continued on facing page 


England pen pictures ahead of 
next week’s first Ashes Test in 
Brisbane. 

JOE ROOT 

(captain, age 26, 60 Test caps) 

Named skipper in February and 
the job does not appear to be af¬ 
fecting his form as Root has hit 
over 1,300 runs this summer in¬ 
cluding three international cen¬ 
turies and nine 50s. Has already 
seen his first crisis in the form 
of Ben Stokes’ absence, a turn 
of events that makes his perfor¬ 
mance Down Under all the more 
critical. 

JAMES ANDERSON 

(vice-captain, 35, 129) 

Promoted to the role of deputy 
in place of Stokes but Anderson 
has been leading the attack for 
years. Given his age and recent 
fitness record, question marks 
will be asked over his stamina 
across an unforgiving series, but 
proved his enduring class in 2017. 
Has had ups and downs in Aus¬ 
tralia and would love to master 
the Kookaburra on his last visit. 

MOEEN AU 

(30, 44) 

A side strain for the first-choice 
spinner threw another spanner 
into the works, with Moeen de¬ 
nied two much-needed warm-up 
outings ahead of the first Test. 
Underlined his vital role in the 
side over the summer and named 
man of the Test series against 
South Africa. First-choice spin¬ 
ner, first-class batsman and po¬ 
tential match-winner if fully re¬ 
covered. 

JONNY BAIRSTOW 

(28, 45) 

Played the last two Tests in the 
5-0 drubbing in 2013-14 but is a 
vastly-improved player, both with 
the bat and the gloves, and has 
cemented his place in the side. 
Yorkshire’s Bair stow, who aver¬ 
ages 32.41 in Tests this year, is a 
fearsome prospect walking in to 
bat at seven. 

JAKE BALL 

(26, 3) 

Nottinghamshire seamer was 
busy bowling himself into the 
first XI when he took a tumble 
during England’s day/night 
warm-up in Adelaide. England 
will now want certainty that his 
ankle is able to get through the 
rigours of five days before pitch¬ 
ing him into the fray. Has three 
low-key Test appearances to his 


name but his height appeals on 
these surfaces. 

GARY BALLANCE 

(27, 23) 

Technique exposed once again 
this summer before losing his 
place through injury. Neverthe¬ 
less Ballance, who made his Test 
debut in Sydney in 2014 and has 
since scored 1,498 Test runs at an 
average of 37.45, has retained the 
confidence of captain Root. Col¬ 
our blindness may be an issue for 


the pink ball Test in Adelaide. 

STUART BROAD 

(31, 109) 

Anderson’s new-ball partner is 
ideally suited to Australian condi¬ 
tions with his height, control and 
skill, as well as his appetite for a 
battle. Was public enemy number 
one four years ago but relations 
seem more cordial after his Big 
Bash stint. Broad did not have a 
hugely profitable summer, taking 
20 wickets at almost 34, but his ex¬ 


perience will be vital. 

ALASTAIR COOK 

(32, 147) 

Has had a slow start to the tour 
but the former skipper averages 
49.53 in Tests in Australia having 
scored 1,288 runs in three Ashes 
campaigns. England’s leading 
Test run-scorer is nailed on to 
open the batting on November 23 
at the Gabba. If only a solid part¬ 
ner could be found for him. 



England's Joe Root with the 
Ashes at Lord's last month. 
Above - Jimmy Anderson. 
Far right - Chris Woakes. 


Bring the Ashes 


Simon 

Walter 


Profiling Joe Root's 
England squad which 
starts their Ashes 
quest next week ... 
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back home, lads! 



MASON CRANE 

( 20 , 0 ) 

Leg-spinner who grew up want¬ 
ing to emulate Shane Warne and 
can now count the Australian 
great among his many admirers. 
The Hampshire prospect gained 
experience of Australian condi¬ 
tions with New South Wales in 
March and claimed the second 
spinner spot behind Moeen ahead 
of more experienced options. The 
only two internationals he has 


played are his two T20 appear¬ 
ances against South Africa in 
June, including an England de¬ 
but at The Ageas Bowl, but he is 
sure to add to those over the next 
month. History suggests the Tests 
he is most likely to play - assum¬ 
ing Moeen Ali stays fit - are the 
second and fifth Tests in Adelaide 
and Sydney 

TOM CURRAN 

( 22 , 0 ) 

Drafted after Steven Finn’s un¬ 


timely departure through injury, 
the Surrey seamer clearly caught 
the eye in his early appearances 
in the Twenty20 and one-day- 
international ranks. Brimming 
with confidence and a born 
competitor, though not exactly 
battle-hardened. Son of former 
Zimbabwe international Kevin 
and brother to county team-mate 
Sam. 

BEN FOAKES 

(24,0) 


Selected despite England’s pref¬ 
erence for players for the tour 
with prior Test experience and 
will start out as Bairstow’s un¬ 
derstudy and training buddy. But 
should the latter find himself 
forced up the order, Foakes could 
well find his reliable keeping uti¬ 
lised. 

DAWID MALAN 

(30, 5) 

Got his chance at number five 
over the summer and, though 
he hardly grabbed it with both 
hands, he showed a certain gump¬ 
tion and grit. The Middlesex bats¬ 
man has two half-centuries and 
six knocks of 20 or less at Test 
level and will be seen as a target 
for the Australian attack. 

CRAIG OVERTON 

(23,0) 

Somerset paceman has taken 
186 first-class wickets at an aver¬ 
age of 26.48. Overton was given 
a two-match ban in December 
2015 for abusive language but is 
believed to have matured enough 
to play for England in Australia, 
with Ball’s injury possibly push¬ 
ing him up the pecking order. 

MARK STONEMAN 

(30, 3) 

The most recent occupier of the 
troublesome number two spot, 
Surrey left-hander Stoneman 
made one half-century and an 
unbeaten 40 in five innings in his 
debut series against the West In¬ 
dies this summer. Reliable county 
opener but still with a lot to prove 
in the Test arena. 

IAMES VINCE 

(26, 7) 

The selectors have returned 
to the Hampshire right-hander 
whose England career has been 
one of style unmatched by sub¬ 
stance so far. Despite averaging 
just 19 in his seven Tests last year, 
and repeatedly fallible driving 
outside off stump, Vince finds 
himself slated for the number 
three spot. The 26 year-old aver¬ 
ages under 40 in the Champion¬ 
ship’s first division. But it is 
hoped he thrives in conditions 
that suit his game as Michael 
Vaughan did when he played in 
his first overseas Ashes series in 
2002/03. 

CHRIS WOAKES 

(28, 18) 

Another player whose summer 
was ruined by injuries, but there 
is little doubt that a fully fit and 
firing Woakes is in England’s 
strongest XI. The Warwickshire 
all-rounder has previously en¬ 
joyed white-ball success in Aus¬ 
tralia, and his all-round talents 
are the closest England now have 
to Stokes. 


The Ashes in 
numbers 

8-71 

Shane Warne’s career best Test 
bowling figures were recorded 
against England at Brisbane in 
November 1994. It was one of 37 
times he took at least five wickets in 
a Test innings. 

364 

Len Hutton’s innings against 
Australia at The Oval in 1938 - the 
highest individual score in Ashes 
history and still the highest Test 
innings by an Englishman. 

903 

The total number of runs Hutton 
helped England score at The Oval in 
1938 - for seven wickets declared. It 
remains, unsurprisingly, the highest 
team total in Ashes history. Maurice 
Leyland was run out for 187 and Joe 
Hardstaff was 169 not out. 

579 runs 

The innings margin of victory that 
England humiliated Australia by at 
The Oval in 1938. Mitigating 
circumstances for the losers was 
that Donald Bradman and Jack 
Fingleton were both unable to bat in 
either innings due to injury. 

298 


Runs conceded in one innings at 



Shane Warne 


The Oval in 1938 by Leslie 
Fleetwood-Smith - the most ever by 
an Australian in a Test innings. 

256 

Ken Barrington’s innings at Old 
Trafford in 1956 is the highest post¬ 
war innings by an Englishman in 
Ashes Tests. 

708 

The most balls bowled by an 
Australian bowler in an Ashes Test - 
by George Giffen at Sydney in 
December 1894. He sent down 45 
overs in the first innings and 75 in 
the second. England were forced to 
follow on but still won by 10 runs. 

749 

The most balls bowled by an 
Englishman in an Ashes Test - by 
Jack White at Adelaide in February 
1929. He sent down 60 overs in the 
first innings and 64.5 in the second. 
His efforts weren’t in vain, either - 
England won by 10 runs. 

16 

The most wickets ever taken by an 
Australian bowler in Ashes Tests. 
Bob Massie bagged 8-84 and 8-53 at 
Lord’s in 1972. Remarkably, it was 
his Test debut. He only ever played 
five more Tests. 
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The Ashes in 
numbers 

50 

Bert Ironmonger’s age when he 
played the last of his 14 Tests for 
Australia against England at Sydney 
in 1932/33. 

10-53 

The best figures by an English 
bowler in Ashes history - Jim 
Laker’s historic feat of taking all ten 
at Old Trafford in 1956. 

9-37 

The second best figures by an 
English bowler in Ashes history - 
again recorded by Laker at Old 
Trafford in 1956. His first innings 
haul helped skittle the Aussies for 
84 and, following on, he took all ten 
as they were dismissed for 205 to 
lose by an innings and 170 runs. 

9-121 

The best bowling figures by an 
Australian in an Ashes innings - 
recorded by leg break bowler Arthur 
Mailey at Melbourne in 1920/21. 

8-15 

The best bowling figures by an 
Englishman in an Ashes Test who 
wasn’t Jim Laker - Stuart Broad’s 
remarkable haul on the first morning 
at Trent Bridge two years ago. 



Stuart Broad 


8-38 

The best post-war bowling figures 
by an Australian in an Ashes innings 
- recorded by Glenn McGrath at 
Lord’s in 1997. 

334 

Donald Bradman’s innings at 
Headingley in 1930 remains the 
highest in Ashes Test history. 
Bradman also scored 254 at Lord’s 
in the same series, and 230 at The 
Oval. 

304 

The amount of runs Bradman 
scored in a single innings at 
Headingley four years later. He also 
scored 244 at The Oval in the same 
series. 

270 

The amount of runs Bradman 
scored in a single innings at 
Melbourne in 1936/37. 

0 

The amount of runs Bradman 
scored in his last ever Test innings, 
against England at The Oval in 1948. 

99.94 

Bradman’s final Test average. 
Continued on facing page 



Aiming to win 


Simon 

Walter 


PROFILES of the 13-man Austral¬ 
ian squad ahead of next week’s 
first Ashes Test in Brisbane. 

STEVEN SMITH 

(captain, age 28, 56 Test caps) 

Do not copy his technique - it is 
all his own - but it works for him, 
and the Australia captain has 
made himself one of the best bats¬ 
men in the world. His wide, open 
stance and back-and-across shuf¬ 
fle has helped him amass 5,370 
runs at 59.66. His record against 
England is relatively modest 
(1,339 at 43.19), but his Ashes-best 
143 in the last match of the 2015 
series is a warning of what he is 
capable of. 

DAVID WARNER 

(31, 66) 

The bullish left-hander has 
been playing plenty of shots off 
the field as well as on of late. In 
the last Ashes series Down Under 
he described Jonathan Trott as 
‘weak’ and he was on the receiv¬ 
ing end of widespread opprobri¬ 
um when he likened the Ashes to 
a ‘war’. 

“As soon as you step on that line 
it’s war,” he said. “You try and get 
into a battle as quick as you can. 
I try and look in the opposition’s 
eyes and try and work out: ‘How 
can I dislike this player? How can 
I get on top of him?’ 

“You have to delve and dig deep 
into yourself to actually get some 
hatred about them to actually get 
up when you’re out there. 

If he fires at the top of the order, 
England will be in trouble. Has 
made two centuries in 13 Ashes 
Tests, both during the 2013/14 se¬ 
ries. 

CAMERON BANCROFT 

(24, O) 

The 24 year-old opening bats¬ 
man/wicketkeeper has only 
played one international, a T20 
game against India nearly two 
years ago, but it is in the longer 
form where he is believed to have 
most potential. Was being talked 
up by his Western Australia coach 
Justin Langer before scoring a 
career-best 228 not out against 
South Australia last week. Also 
made a double ton for Gloucester¬ 
shire against Kent in September. 
His form has helped persuade the 
selectors to drop Matt Renshaw. 

SHAUN MARSH 

(34, 23) 

Has been handed a surprise re¬ 
call to Australia’s 13-man squad 


for the first Test, with former 
Hampshire star Glenn Maxwell 
overlooked. 

Made an unbeaten 125 for York¬ 
shire against Surrey in Septem¬ 
ber, since when he has made 236 
at 39.33 for Western Australia in 
the Sheffield Shield. Averages 36 
from 23 Tests and made 0 & 2 in 
his only previous Ashes Test - 
England’s innings and 78 run win 
at Trent Bridge two years ago. 


USMAN KHAWA|A 

(30, 24) 

A third successive left-hander, 
stylish Khawaja has put together 
some handy Test stats since mak¬ 
ing his debut against England 
in the final 2010-11 Ashes Test in 
Sydney as the tourists romped 
to their famous victory Is also a 
qualified pilot and became the 
first Muslim to play for Australia 


when he made his debut in Eng¬ 
land’s series-clinching win in 
Sydney seven years ago. 

PETER HANDSCOMB 

(26, 10) 

Where Smith habitually props 
forward, this chap always hangs 
back. It is a movement which 
has not necessarily seen him in 
his best light in seasons with 
Gloucestershire and Yorkshire, 
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The Australia™ 
squad for the fi 
Ashes Te|jjt... 


Australian skipper Steve 
Smith in one day action. 
Below - fast bowler 
Mitchell Stare. 
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the Ashes back 





but one much more likely to pay 
off on home soil. Another with a 
British passport, he has made an 
impressive start to his Test ca¬ 
reer. Made 441 runs at 33.9 in the 
County Championship for York¬ 
shire last year, including one and 
40 against Hampshire. 

MITCHELL STARC 

(27, 36) 


Warmed up for the series with 
two hat-tricks in the same Shef¬ 
field Shield match for New South 
Wales against Western Australia. 
Ominously for England, he took 
17 wickets at 12.7 in his last two 
first-class matches. 

Stare is potentially the star of 
this series, and England need to 
stop this left-arm Mitch having 
anything like the same impact his 
namesake Johnson did four years 


ago. His 29 wickets in eight previ¬ 
ous Ashes Tests came at a cost of 
31.24 apiece but he is hitting form 
at just the right time. 

PAT CUMMINS 

(24, 5) 

Injuries have restricted him 
to just five Test caps since his 
brilliant debut against South Af¬ 
rica in Johannesburg six years 
ago,when he took 6-79 in the sec¬ 
ond innings as an 18 year-old. 


He has yet to play a home Test, 
in fact, and Australia’s quickest 
bowler - a souped-up version of 
Mark Wood - will be doubling his 
career appearances if he stays fit 
till Sydney. 

JOSH HAZLEWOOD 

(26, 31) 

Australia’s 2013-14 blue-chip 
seamer Ryan Harris has likened 
Hazlewood’s role to his own, only 
he points out his successor is 
quicker. England’s batsmen can 
expect Hazlewood to give them 
nothing - while Stare and Cum¬ 
mins try to wreak havoc. 

NATHAN LYON 

(29, 69) 

The former Adelaide grounds¬ 
man has gone on to become Aus¬ 
tralia’s greatest off-spinner. In his 
pomp as he approaches 30 - with 
his landmark birthday just before 
the first Test - Lyon’s reliability 
has made him a crowd favourite. 

JACKSON BIRD 

(30, 8) 

The best bet as Australia’s spare 
seamer, Bird is of the steady-away 
variety - with a thoroughly de¬ 
cent Test record (34 wickets at 
27.5 ). England faced him at Ches- 
ter-le-Street when they closed out 
a series victory in 2013. He had 
played three of his eight Tests 
when Hampshire signed him in 
2015, an injury-plagued spell that 
yielded a disappointing 19 wick¬ 
ets at 39.73. 

TIM PAINE 

(32, 4) 

Seven years after the last of his 
four Test appearances, the wick¬ 
etkeeper has been given a shock 
recall ahead of the out-of-form 
Matthew Wade and Peter Nevill. 

The 32 year-old made 287 runs at 
35.87 against Pakistan and India 
in 2010 and played the last of his 
26 one-day internationals in 2011. 

has played seven T20 interna¬ 
tionals this year after being re¬ 
called to Australia’s short form 
side after a six-year absence. 

CHADD SAYERS 

(30, 0) 

The uncapped 30 year-old is 
another eyebrow-raising inclu¬ 
sion in Australia’s 13-man squad. 
Has taken 243 first-class wickets 
at 23.55, including 14 at 25.07 for 
South Australia in three Shef¬ 
field Shield matches this season. 
Enjoyed his best-ever season last 
year, taking 68 wickets at just 19 
apiece. 

A swing bowler, he is a shoo-in 
to play at Adelaide - his home 
ground. 


The Ashes in 
numbers 

311 

Amount of runs Bobby Simpson 
scored at Old Trafford in 1964 - the 
highest post-war Ashes innings by 
an Australian. 

1 

Number of balls Ted Arnold bowled 
before collecting his first wicket for 
England - dismissing Victor Trumper 
on his debut at Sydney in 1903/04. 

6-204 

Ian Peebles’ first innings figures at 
The Oval in 1930 - England’s most 
expensive innings figures in an 
Ashes Test, and the second most 
expensive of all time. 

15 

Highest total of wickets taken by 
an English bowler in an Ashes Test 
in Australia - Wilfred Rhodes taking 
15-124 (7-56 and 8-68) at Melbourne 
in 1903/04. 

0 

Total number of runs Ian Botham 
scored in the second Ashes Test at 
Lord’s in 1981. After bagging a pair, 
he resigned as captain. 

149 


Amount of runs Ian Botham scored 
- not out - in the second innings of 



Ian Botham 


the third Ashes Test at Headingley in 
1981 which England won after being 
forced to follow on. He also took 
6-95 in Australia’s first innings - 
becoming the first (and so far only) 
Englishman to score a century and 
take five wickets in an innings in the 
same Ashes Test. 

517-1 

England’s incredible second 
innings score in the first Ashes Test 
at Brisbane in 2010/11. Alistair Cook 
was 235 not out and Jonathan Trott 
135 not out after Andrew Strauss 
(110) had helped Cook put on 188 
for the first wicket. 

36 

Number of balls needed by Kevin 
Pietersen to reach a half-century at 
The Oval in 2013 - the fastest 
recorded Ashes fifty by an 
Englishman. 

75 

Number of minutes required by 
Gilbert Jessop to score an Ashes 
century for England at The Oval in 
1902. Needing 263 for victory, 
England were 31-4 and 48-5 before 
Jessop walked in at No 7 and blazed 
17 fours in his 104 as the hosts 
triumphed by one wicket. 

Continued on page 30 
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105 

Number of minutes required by Ian 
Botham to score England’s fastest 
post-war Ashes century - at Old 
Trafford in 1981. 

905 

Most runs in a single Ashes series 
by an English batsman - by Wally 
Hammond in 1928/29 in Australia. 

He scored four centuries in nine 
innings at an average of 113.12. 

766 

Most runs in a single post-war 
Ashes series by an English batsman 
- by Alistair Cook in 2010/11 in 
Australia. He scored three centuries 
in seven innings at an average of 
127.66. 

732 

Most runs in a home Ashes series 
by an Englishman - by David Gower 
in 1985. He scored three centuries in 
nine innings at an average of 81.33. 

214 

Most runs by an Englishman in a 
single day of an Ashes Test - by Reg 
Foster at Sydney in 1903/04. He 
went on to score 287. 

326 

Number of balls required by 
Michael Atherton to reach a century 
for England at Sydney in 1990-91 - 
England’s slowest Ashes ton in 



Alistair Cook 


terms of balls faced and England’s 
third slowest of all time. 

424 

Minutes spent at the crease by 
Atherton at Sydney in 1990-91 
before he reached three figures - 
England’s slowest Ashes ton in 
terms of minutes. 

133 

Number of runs Graham Gooch 
had made in the first Ashes Test at 
Trent Bridge in 1993 when he was 
given out handled the ball - the first 
Englishman ever to be dismissed in 
this way in Test history. The 
dismissal was slightly overshadowed 
by Shane Warne bowling Mike 
Gatting on the same day with his 
first ever delivery in an Ashes Test - 
the so-called ‘Ball of the Century’. 

12 

Number of Ashes centuries scored 
by Jack Hobbs - the most by an 
Englishman. David Gower and Wally 
Hammond both scored nine. 

117 

Number of runs Walter Read 
scored while batting at No 10 at The 
Oval in 1884 - no Englishman has 
ever scored more from that position 
in the order in Test history. 
Continued on facing page 



England to end 




If Mason Crane makes his Test 
debut alongside Moeen Ali at The 
Gabba next week, it will be the 
first time England have selected 
two frontline spinners in the 
opening match of an Ashes series 
for 31 years. 

Since John Emburey and Phil 
Edmonds spun Australia to a se¬ 
ries defeat in 1986/87, only two 
England teams have included two 
specialist twirlers in overseas 
Ashes Tests 

Graeme Swann and Monty 
Panesar shared three wickets as 
England lost the second Test by 
208 runs in Adelaide four years 
ago. 

And Phil Tufnell and Eddie 
Hemmings took 12 wickets be¬ 
tween them as England drew in 
Sydney in January 1991. 

This is how England spinners 
have fared in the last nine five- 
Test Ashes series on Australian 
soil. 

2013/14 

Graeme Swann (off-spin): 142- 
21-560-7 (80.00) 

Monty Panesar (left-arm): 76.5- 
9-257-3 (85.6) 

Joe Root (off spin): 32-5-98-0 

Scott Borthwick (leg-spin): 13-0- 
82-4 (20.5) 

TOTAL: 263.5-35-997-14 (71.2) 

The whitewash England suf¬ 
fered when they last toured Aus¬ 
tralia featured the most overs by 
spinners since Eddie Hemmings 
and John Emburey were in their 
pomp in the 1980s. 

It might have been more had 
it not been for Graeme Swann’s 
elbow, which prompted him to 
make the shock decision to retire 
midway through the series. 

Swann and Panesar both played 
in the second Test in Adelaide, 
the first time England had played 
two specialist spinners since 
Hemmings and Tufnell 23 years 
earlier. 

Leg-spinner Scott Borthwick, 
then of Durham and now a top- 
order batsman at Surrey, played 
his first and so far only Test at 
Sydney in the final match. 

2010/11 

Graeme Swann (off-spin): 219.1- 
43-597-15 (39.8) 

This was the best performance 
by an England spinner in Austral¬ 
ia since Phil Edmonds and John 
Emburey spun Mike Gatting’s 
side to their previous overseas 
Ashes triumph 24 years earlier. 

Swann’s best performance 
came at Adelaide, where he took 
2-70 and 5-91 as England won the 


second Test by an innings and 71 
runs, before going on to win the 
series 3-1. 

Off the field, Swann enhanced 
his celebrity status with his popu¬ 
lar video diary and of course the 
celebratory ‘Sprinkler’ dance. 


Monty Panesar (left-arm): 89.3- 


8-379-10 (37.9) 

Ashley Giles (left-arm): 82-7-262- 
3 (87.3) 

Kevin Pietersen (off-spin): 29-2- 
125-0 

TOTAL: 200.3-17-766-13 (58.9) 

Ashley Giles played the first 
two Tests before returning home 
when his wife was diagnosed with 
a brain tumour just before Christ¬ 


mas. He was replaced for the last 
three matches of this whitewash 
by Monty Panesar, with Mid¬ 
dlesex off-spinner Jamie Dalrym- 
ple called up as back-up. 

Panesar took 5-92 in the first in¬ 
nings of the third Test in Perth, 
before finishing with match fig¬ 
ures of 8-237. 


2002/03 


2006/07 
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31-year wait? 


Richard Dawson (off-spin): 96-5- 
398-5 (79.6) 

Ashley Giles (left-arm): 53.2-5- 
191-6 (31.83) 

TOTAL: 149.2-10-589-11 (53.5) 

England’s spinners bowled few¬ 
er overs in this Ashes series than 
any other since the 1970s. 

Ashley Giles played the first 
Test but fractured a wrist in the 


nets preparing for the second. 

He did not feature again on 
what was his first tour of Aus¬ 
tralia, which ended in a 4-1 series 
defeat. 

In his absence, Yorkshire off- 
spinner Richard Dawson played 
the last four Tests - the last of his 
career - having played three in In¬ 
dia a year earlier. 

The 22 year-old struggled to 


make an impact and his county 
career ended just five years later. 

But Giles would play a key role 
during the next Ashes series 
as England retained the urn on 
home soil. 

1998/99 

Peter Such (off-spin): 116.5-24- 
323-11 (29.4) 


Robert Croft (off-spin) 43-8-126-2 
(63.0) 

Graeme Hick (off-spin): 1-0-1-0 

Mark Ramprakash (off-spin): 44- 
3-136-1 (136.0) 

TOTAL: 204.5-35-586-14 (41.9) 

Glamorgan’s Robert Croft start¬ 
ed the series in Brisbane but was 
replaced by Peter Such for the 
third and fifth Tests in Adelaide 
and Sydney. 

England settled for the part-time 
options of Mark Ramprakash and 
Graeme Hick in Perth and Mel¬ 
bourne before Such. 

Such, now the England Perfor¬ 
mance Programme’s spin coach, 
had been recalled four-and-a-half 
years after his last Test appear¬ 
ance. 

He took 5-81 in the final Test in 
Sydney to finish with an average 
of under 30. But despite his suc¬ 
cess on this tour he only played 
one more match at the highest 
level. 

1994/95 

Phil Tufnell (left-arm): 207.4-45- 
442-10 (44.2) 

Graeme Hick (off-spin): 16-3-58-0 

Mark Ramprakash (off-spin): 19- 
1-54-0 

TOTAL: 242.4-49-554-10 (55.4) 

England only took one special¬ 
ist spinner on this tour which 
ended in a 3-1 series defeat. 

Phil Tufnell took 4-79 in the sec¬ 
ond innings of the first Test in 
Brisbane, but that was as good as 
it got for the Middlesex star. 

The seamers dominated when 
England won their only Test of 
the series in Adelaide. Tufnell 
was left out altogether when Eng¬ 
land went into the last Test at 
Perth 2-1 down. 

1990/91 

Phil Tufnell (left-arm): 140-45- 
345-9 (38.3) 

Eddie Hemmings (off-spin): 73- 
16-199-6 (33.16) 

Mike Atherton (leg-spin): 15-2- 
70-0 

TOTAL: 228-63-614-15 (40.9) 

England began the tour without 
a specialist spinner, settling for 
a couple of overs of Mike Ather¬ 
ton’s leg spin in a ten-wicket de¬ 
feat at The Gabba. 

Phil Tufnell was recalled for the 
second Test at Melbourne, where 
he was the subject of one of the 
Ashes’ most memorable sledges: 
“Lend me your brain, Tuffers, I’m 
building an idiot,” was the cry 
from the MCG stands. 

Tufnell did not take a wicket in 
either innings but recorded 5-61 - 
including four of Australia’s top 
six in the home side’s second in¬ 
nings - as England drew the third 
Test in Sydney. 

Continued on page 32 



The Ashes in 
numbers 

175 

Number of runs KS Ranjitsinhji 
scored while batting at No 7 at 
Sydney in 1897/98 - the highest 
score by an Englishman in that 
position in the order in Test history. 

109 

Runs made by Archie MacLaren at 
Sydney in 1897/98 - the only time an 
Englishman has scored an Ashes 
century in his first Test as captain. 

119 

Runs made by Jonathan Trott at 
The Oval in 2009 - the last time an 
Englishman scored a hundred on his 
debut in an Ashes Test. 

114 

Prior to Trott, Graham Thorpe had 
been the last Englishman to reach 
three figures on his debut in an 
Ashes Test - he scored his runs at 
Trent Bridge in 1993. 

250 

Total number of runs Denis 
Compton scored at Adelaide in 
1946/47. In hitting 147 and 103 not 
out, he became the first - and so far 
only - English batsman ever to score 
a hundred in both innings of an 
Ashes Test. 

301 



David Gower 


Total number of runs scored by 
Australia on the first day of the Trent 
Bridge Test in 1989. 

0 

Total number of wickets taken by 
England on the first day of the Trent 
Bridge Test in 1989. Mark Taylor 
ended the day 141 not out and Geoff 
Marsh 125 not out. 

430 

Number of runs Australia had 
totalled when they lost their second 
wicket at Trent Bridge in 1989. 

1 

Number of runs England had 
totalled when they lost their second 
wicket in replying to Australia’s 
602-6 declared total in the same 
Test. 

29 

Total number of players used by 
England in the six-Test Ashes series 
of 1989. Skipper David Gower and 
Jack Russell were the only ones to 
play in every Test. Thirteen players 
only appeared in one. 

0 

Number of Tests England won in 
1989. They lost four out of six. 
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From page 31 

That was also Hemmings’ 
only match of the series and 
the last of his career. He 
and Tufnell shared eight of 
the wickets in Australia’s 
second innings as England 
fought back with the first of 
two draws, before losing the 
series 3-0. 

1986/87 

John Emburey (off-spin): 
149.1-86-663-18 (36.5) 

Phil Edmonds (left-arm): 
261.4-78-538-15 (35.9) 

TOTAL: 410.5-164-1201-33 
(36.4) 

This was the last Ashes 
tour that England have 
selected two specialist 
spinners in every match 
and John Emburey and Phil 
Edmonds both played key 
roles as England won the 
series 2-1. 

They often competed for the 
same place in the Test team 
but were highly successful in 
tandem for Middlesex in the 
late Eighties. 

It was a combination that 
served England well on this 
tour. 

Emburey helped set the 
tone by taking 5-80 after 
Australia followed on in 



John Emburey 


Brisbane, as England went 
1-0 up at the Gabba. 

After draws in Perth and 
Adelaide, Edmonds took 
3-45 and Emburey 2-43 in the 
final innings at the MCG as 
England clinched the series. 

Emburey took 7-78 in 
Sydney before Australia 
completed a consolation win. 

1982/83 

Eddie Hemmings (off-spin): 
188.3-59-409-9 (45.4) 

Geoff Miller (off-spin): 171- 
50-397-13 (30.5) 

TOTAL: 359.3-109-806-22 
(36.6) 

Geoff Miller took 4-70 when 
the series began with a draw 
in Perth, but England lost by 
seven wickets when Eddie 
Hemmings was recalled for 
the second Test at the Gabba. 

The both played in 
Adelaide but without success 
as Australia won by eight 
wickets. Miller took 4-74 
as England won a thriller 
by three runs at the MCG. 
Hemmings was recalled 
for the final Test in Sydney, 
where they shared ten 
wickets. 


The world could 




SUCH is the negativity surround¬ 
ing England’s Ashes chances, it is 
easy to forget that Joe Root’s side 
won back the urn when the old 
foes last met. 

England put the horrors of the 
2013/14 whitewash behind them 
when they went 3-1 up at Trent 
Bridge in August 2015. 

That emphatic victory - by an 
innings and 78 runs - was in¬ 
spired by Stuart Broad’s 8-15 on 
his home ground as Australia 
were wiped out for 60. 

Ben Stokes’ 6-36 completed the 
rout. 

It was a career-best perfor¬ 
mance that Stokes surpassed 
in his most recent Test, his 6-22 
against the West Indies at Lord’s 
in September. 

That spell at the home of crick¬ 
et whetted the appetite for Eng¬ 
land’s first Ashes tour since the 
2013/14 debacle, when the blood¬ 
ing of Stokes was one of Eng¬ 
land’s few consolations. 

His 120 in Perth and his 6-99 in 
Sydney showed that we had an all- 
rounder capable of winning the 
Ashes back. 

He did exactly that 18 months 
later. 

Yet within a few weeks of his 
swing-bowling masterclass at the 
home of cricket in September 
he was arrested on suspicion of 
causing actual bodily harm. 

The CCTV footage that captured 
Stokes’ fall from grace outside a 
Bristol nightclub was the worst 
nightmare of every England fan. 

Stokes may yet play a part in the 
series but there is no chance of 
him playing in the first two Tests, 
in Brisbane and Adelaide. 

There was much pessimism 
about England’s chances before 
Stokes’ indefinite ban from Eng¬ 
land duty. 

No wonder his absence has put 
a dampener on this series before 
a ball has even been bowled. 

Even the Aussies would have 
wanted the chance to beat Eng¬ 
land’s best side. 

England have lost their best 
player and the question marks 
over batsmen three and five re¬ 
main. 

Mark Stoneman has started the 
tour well, assuaging worries over 
his opening partnership with 
Alastair Cook. 

Cook is the opener struggling 
for runs but the man of the series 
when England won 3-1 in 2010/11 
knows more than anyone what is 
needed to succeed in Australian 
conditions. 

Less so James Vince and Dawid 
Malan. 

This series will either make or 


break Vince,who everyone wants 
to see do well. 

If he is successful, the world is 
his oyster. No English batsmen is 
better to watch. 

England coach Trevor Bayliss 
was certainly impressed with 
Vince’s aesthetic qualities when 
he handed him his Test debut 18 
months ago. 

“Most of the innings he [Vince] 


has played I think he’s looked 
very good while he’s been there,” 
said Bayliss. “Obviously in the 
end it’s about the number of runs. 
Personally, I think it would be an 
injustice if he doesn’t make it. 

“He’s a good player, he’s got a 
good temperament and he offers a 
fair bit around the team as well. 
But in the end, it will be number 
of runs that will determine his 


longevity in the team.” 

Vince was dropped with an ag¬ 
gregate of 212 runs at 19.27 from 
seven home Tests against Paki¬ 
stan and Sri Lanka in 2016. 

But Bayliss knows all about 
Australian conditions and there 
is no doubt Vince is better suited 
to pitches with pace and bounce. 

His struggles outside off stump 
during his first spell in the Test 
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Uncharted 

territory 


JOE Root and Steve Smith will 
both enter uncharted territory in 
Brisbane next week when they 
captain their respective sides in an 
Ashes contest for the first time. 

Root, 26, is the rookie having only 
taken charge of England in February 
while 28-year-old Smith ascended to 
the top job in Australia shortly after 
the two sides last met to contest the 
urn in 2015. 

Here, David Charlesworth takes a 
look at the pair whose careers are 
growing increasingly intertwined. 


be Vince's oyster 


Jonny Bairstow and Moeen Ali 
provide balance, both being good 
enough to play as specialist bats¬ 
men. 

However, England’s bowling 
resources have been decimated 
by injury as well as Stokes’ self- 
inflicted absence. 

It is asking a lot of a 35 year-old 
James Anderson to be as success¬ 
ful as he was in 2010/11 (24 wick¬ 
ets at 26.04), especially as the 43 
wickets he has taken in 13 over¬ 
seas Ashes Tests have come at a 
cost of 38.11 apiece. 

With Jake Ball and Steven Finn 
joining Toby Roland-Jones on the 
sidelines, England’s pace options 
have taken a battering. 

The jury is also out on Chris 
Woakes, whose 50 Test wickets at 
30 include eight at 63.75 overseas. 

But Stuart Broad has vast ex¬ 
perience and upsetting the odds 
in overseas Ashes Tests is in his 
family’s DNA (his dad Chris was 
man of the series in 1986/87). We 
can only hope. 

Then of course is the poten¬ 
tial X-factor provided by Mason 
Crane’s leg-spin. 

Like his Hampshire teammate 
Vince, Crane should find the Aus¬ 
tralian conditions to his liking. 
He is no stranger to them after 
a winter of relentless success 
Down Under in 2016/17. 

His heroics for Gordon CC in 
grade competition (63 wickets at 
20.7, including three seven-fers in 
as many games) were rewarded 
with a Sheffield Shield debut for 
New South Wales. 

It is asking a lot of him to be 
anywhere near as successful in 
the Ashes. Traditionally, England 
rarely play a second spinner but 
Crane may play alongside off- 
spinner Moeen at Adelaide and 
Sydney, where he could prove the 
difference. 

We should also remember that 
Australia’s fearsome pace attack 
is not infallible. 

James Pattinson is already out 
of the whole series and the two 
recent Tests Cummins played in 
Bangladesh doubled his number 
of caps since his debut six years 
ago. 


Dawid 

Malan. 


team are well documented. 

But there will be less move¬ 
ment to trouble Vince against the 
Kookaburra ball on drier Austral¬ 
ian surfaces and he is very good 
against the short ball. 

Even so, it is hard to disagree 
with Bayliss’s assertion that Root 
should should bat at number 
three, the position accommodated 
by the best batsman in most Test 


teams. 

In fairness to Root, it is not ideal 
to have two relatively inexperi¬ 
enced batsmen next to each other 
at four and five. 

Like Vince, Malan has struggled 
at the highest level. 

A classy left-hander in the 
County Championship for Mid¬ 
dlesex, Malan was restricted to 
189 runs at 23.62 in his five Tests 


last summer. 

There is no doubt the two new¬ 
bies will be targeted by Austral¬ 
ia’s three-pronged pace attack: 
Mitchell Stare, Pat Cummins and 
Josh Hazlewood. 

But if Vince and Malan come 
good, England may well do better 
than the naysayers predict. 

In Cook and Root, they have two 
all-time greats in their prime and 


i U 






lit m 


Cream rises to the top 

Ranked at one and two in the 
International Cricket Council Test 
batting rankings, the duo have 
traded the honour on a number of 
occasions as they battle for 
supremacy. Smith currently leads 
the way but a successful tour Down 
Under for his rival could see the 
positions change once more. Both 
average in excess of 50 - Smith’s 
59.66 after 56 Tests places him sixth 
on the all-time list while Root lies in 
the top 25 with 53.76 after 60 
matches - and, along with India’s 
Virat Kohli and New Zealand’s Kane 
Williamson, are often cited as the 
best batsmen of their generation. 

Ashes previous 

Smith finished as the leading run- 
scorer in England two years ago but 
it was Root who had the last laugh. 



Joe Root 


His centuries in the opener in 
Cardiff, having been dropped on 
nought, and Trent Bridge, where 
Australia memorably succumbed to 
60 all out, proved pivotal in England 
regaining the urn. Smith, though, 
has proven his pedigree in both 
countries, despite being on the 
losing side in three of four series, 
with his first international ton at The 
Oval in 2013 proving the launchpad 
for a remarkable past few years. 

Root has featured in two Ashes wins 
- both on home soil - but has a point 
to prove after a miserable 2013-14 
tour culminated in him being 
dropped from the team in Sydney, 
where Australia completed a 5-0 
series whitewash. 

Cut off the head 

It should come as no surprise to 
hear players from both teams openly 
discussing the opposing captains. 
England paceman Stuart Broad is 
wary of the threat posed by Smith, 
saying earlier this week: “It was 
quite clear in England that if you 
don’t get him out early he seems to 
get big scores. I think we have to 
look for his outside edge up until 
about day three.” Australia spinner 
Nathan Lyon went a step further as 
he said: “I know every team that 
comes over here targets the captain 
and I have no doubt, all our bowlers, 
we will be targeting Joe Root.” 
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LEAGUEj=IXTURES 2017/18 


SAINTS 


PREMIER LEAGUE 


AUGUST 

12 Swansea (H) 

D 0-0 

19 West Ham (H) 

W 3-2 

26 Huddersfield (A) 

D 0-0 

SEPTEMBER 

9 Watford (H) 

L 0-2 

16 Crystal Palace (A) 

W1-0 

23 Man United (H) 

L 0-1 

30 Stoke (A) 

LI-2 

OCTOBER 

15 Newcastle (H) 

D 2-2 

21 West Brom (H) 

W1-0 

29 Brighton (A) 

D 1-1 

NOVEMBER 

4 Burnley (H) 

L 0-1 

18 Liverpool 

(A) 

26 Everton 

(H) 

29 Manchester City 

(A) 

DECEMBER 

3 Bournemouth 

(A) 

11 Arsenal 

(H) 

13 Leicester 

(H) 

16 Chelsea 

(A) 

23 Huddersfield 

(H) 

26 Tottenham (12.30pm) 

(A) 

30 Manchester United 

(A) 

JANUARY 

2 Crystal Palace 

(H) 

13 Watford 

(A) 

20 Tottenham 

(H) 

31 Brighton 

(H) 

FEBRUARY 

3 West Brom 

(A) 

10 Liverpool 

(H) 

24 Burnley 

(A) 

MARCH 

3 Stoke 

(H) 

10 Newcastle 

(A) 

17 Swansea 

(A) 

31 West Ham 

(A) 

APRIL 

7 Arsenal 

(A) 

14 Chelsea 

(H) 

21 Leicester 

(A) 

28 Bournemouth 

(H) 

MAY 

5 Everton 

(A) 

13 Manchester City 

(H) 


CHERRIES 


PREMIER LEAGUE 


AUGUST 

12 West Brom (A) 

L 0-1 

19 Watford (H) 

L 0-2 

26 Manchester City(H) 

LI-2 

SEPTEMBER 

9 Arsenal (A) 

L 0-3 

15 Brighton (H) 

W 2-1 

23 Everton (A) 

LI-2 

30 Leicester (H) 

D 0-0 

OCTOBER 

14 Tottenham (A) 

L 0-1 

21 Stoke (A) 

W 2-1 

28 Chelsea (H) 

L 0-1 

NOVEMBER 

4 Newcastle (A) 

W 1-0 

18 Huddersfield 

(H) 

25 Swansea 

(A) 

29 Burnley 

(H) 

DECEMBER 

3 Southampton 

(H) 

9 Crystal Palace 

(A) 

12 Manchester United 

(A) 

16 Liverpool 

(H) 

23 Manchester City 

(A) 

26 West Ham 

(H) 

30 Everton 

(H) 

JANUARY 

1 Brighton 

(A) 

13 Arsenal 

(H) 

20 West Ham 

(A) 

31 Chelsea 

(A) 

FEBRUARY 

3 Stoke 

(H) 

10 Huddersfield 

(A) 

24 Newcastle 

(H) 

MARCH 

3 Leicester 

(A) 

10 Tottenham 

(H) 

17 West Brom 

(H) 

31 Watford 

(A) 

APRIL 

7 Crystal Palace 

(H) 

14 Liverpool 

(A) 

21 Manchester United 

(H) 

28 Southampton 

(A) 

MAY 

5 Swansea 

(H) 

13 Burnley 

(A) 


POMPEY 


LEAGUE 1 


AUGUST 

5 Rochdale (H) 

W 2-0 

12 Oxford United(A) 

L 0-3 

19 Walsall (H) 

D 1-1 

26 Wigan (A) 

D 1-1 

SEPTEMBER 

3 Rotherham (H) 

L 0-1 

9 AFC Wimbledon (A) 

W 2-0 

12 Northampton (A) 

LI-3 

16 Fleetwood (H) 

W 4-1 

23 Scunthorpe (A) 

L 0-2 

26 Bristol Rovers(H) 

W 3-0 

30 Oldham (H) 

LI-2 

OCTOBER 

8 Gillingham (A) 

W1-0 

14 MK Dons (H) 

W 2-0 

17 Doncaster (A) 

LI-2 

21 Blackburn (A) 

L 0-3 

28 Bradford City (H) 

L 0-1 

NOVEMBER 

11 Blackpool (A) 

W 3-2 

18 Southend 

(H) 

21 Peterborough 

(A) 

25 Plymouth 

(H) 

DECEMBER 

9 Charlton 

(A) 

16 Bury 

(H) 

23 Shrewsbury 

(A) 

26 AFC Wimbledon 

(H) 

30 Northampton 

(H) 

JANUARY 

1 Bristol Rovers 

(A) 

6 Fleetwood 

(A) 

13 Scunthorpe 

(H) 

20 Rotherham 

(A) 

27 Shrewsbury 

(H) 

FEBRUARY 

3 Doncaster 

(H) 

10 MK Dons 

(A) 

13 Blackburn 

(H) 

17 Southend 

(A) 

24 Blackpool 

(H) 

MARCH 

3 Bradford City 

(A) 

10 Gillingham 

(H) 

17 Oldham 

(A) 

24 Oxford United 

(H) 

31 Walsall 

(A) 

APRIL 

2 Wigan 

(H) 

7 Rochdale 

(A) 

14 Plymouth 

(A) 

21 Charlton 

(H) 

28 Bury 

(A) 

MAY 

5 Peterborough 

(H) 


EASTLEIGH 


NATIONAL LEAGUE 


AUGUST 

5 Bromley (A) 

D 0-0 

8 Sutton United (H) 

W1-0 

12 Dagenham (H) 

D 2-2 

15 Woking (A) 

LI-2 

19 Tranmere (H) 

W 2-0 

26 Leyton Orient(A) 

D 1-1 

28 Aldershot (H) 

D 0-0 

SEPTEMBER 

2 Ebbsfleet (A) 

D 2-2 

9 Guiseley (A) 

D 0-0 

12 Maidstone (H) 

L 0-1 

16 AFC Fylde(H) 

D 2-2 

23 Hartlepool (A) 

W 2-1 

OCTOBER 

3 Boreham Wood (A) 

L 0-1 

7 Wrexham (A) 

LI-2 

21 Gateshead (H) 

W 3-2 

24 Solihull Moors (H) 

LI-2 

28 Macclesfield (A) 

W 2-1 

NOVEMBER 

4 Chester (H) 

D 2-2 

11 Dover (A) 

L 0-2 

18 Barrow 

(H) 

21 Maidenhead 

(H) 

25 Halifax Town 

(A) 

DECEMBER 

2 Sutton United 

(A) 

9 Bromley 

(H) 

23 Dagenham 

(A) 

26 Torquay 

(H) 

30 Woking 

(H) 

JANUARY 

1 Torquay 

(A) 

6 Guiseley 

(H) 

20 Maidstone 

(A) 

27 Hartlepool 

(H) 

FEBRUARY 

3 AFC Fylde 

(A) 

10 Boreham Wood 

(H) 

17 Chester 

(A) 

20 Maidenhead 

(A) 

24 Halifax Town 

(H) 

MARCH 

3 Barrow 

(A) 

10 Dover Athletic 

(H) 

17 Leyton Orient 

(H) 

24 Tranmere 

(A) 

30 Ebbsfleet 

(H) 

APRIL 

2 Aldershot 

(A) 

7 Wrexham 

(H) 

14 Gateshead 

(A) 

21 Macclesfield 

(H) 

28 Solihull Moors 

(A) 


POOLE 


NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 

AUGUST 


5 Weston SM (A) 

W 2-1 

8 Bognor Regis (H) 

D 2-2 

12 East Thurrock (H) 

L2-3 

15 Chippenham (A) 

W 1-0 

19 St Albans City (H) 

L 0-1 

26 Bath City (A) 

L 0-1 

28 Hungerford (H) 

LI-2 

SEPTEMBER 


2 Whitehawk (A) 

D 2-2 

5 Hemel Hempstead (H) 

L 2-4 

9 Welling United (A) 

L 0-2 

11 Wealdstone (A) 

L 14 

23 Chelmsford City (H) 

D 0-0 

OCTOBER 


7 Oxford City (A) 

W 3-2 

21 Havant & W (A) 

D 2-2 

28 Gloucester City (H) 

L 0-3 

31 Concord (H) 


NOVEMBER 


4 Eastbourne B (A) 

W4-0 

11 Braintree (H) 

L 0-3 

18 Hampton & RB 

(A) 

DECEMBER 


2 Dartford 

(H) 

9 Weston Super-Mare 

(H) 

23 Bognor Regis Town 

(A) 

26 Truro City 

(H) 

JANUARY 


1 Truro City 

(A) 

6 Chippenham 

(H) 

13 East Thurrock 

(A) 

20 Welling United 

(H) 

27 Hemel Hempstead 

(A) 

FEBRUARY 


3 Gloucester City 

(A) 

10 Havant & W 

(H) 

17 Eastbourne Borough 

(H) 

24 Braintree 

(A) 

MARCH 


3 Hampton & RB 

(H) 

10 Dartford 

(A) 

17 Bath City 

(H) 

24 St Albans City 

(A) 

30 Whitehawk 

(H) 

APRIL 


2 Hungerford 

(A) 

7 Chelmsford City 

(A) 

14 Wealdstone 

(H) 

21 Concord Rangers 

(A) 

28 Oxford City 

(H) 
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GOSPORT 


SOUTHERN PREMIER 


AUGUST 

12 King's Lynn Town(A) 

L 0-2 

15 Slough Town (H) 

LI-5 

19 Royston Town(H) 

L 2-3 

26 Tiverton Town(A) 

L 0-2 

28 Basingstoke Town(H) 

L 0-8 

SEPTEMBER 

9 Biggleswade Town (A) 

L 0-2 

12 Farnborough (H) 

L 24 

23 Stratford Town (A) 

L 0-2 

26 Kings Langley (A) 

D 1-1 

30 Hitchin Town (H) 

L 0-3 

OCTOBER 

7 Bishop's Stortford (H) 

LI-3 

9 Dorchester Town (A) 

L 2-7 

14 Merthyr Town (A) 

L 0-5 

17 Banbury United (H) 

L 0-4 

21 King's Lynn Town (H) 

PP 

24 Slough Town (A) 

LI-5 

NOVEMBER 

4 St NeotsTown (H) 

L 0-1 

11 FromeTown (A) 

PP 

15 Farnborough (A) 

PP 

18 Dunstable Town 

(H) 

25 Kettering Town 

(A) 

28 Kings Langley 

(H) 

DECEMBER 

2 Flereford 

(H) 

9 Redditch United 

(A) 

16 Chesham United 

(H) 

23 St Ives Town 

(A) 

26 Basingstoke Town 

(A) 

JANUARY 

1 Weymouth 

(H) 

6 Royston Town 

(A) 

13 Tiverton Town 

(H) 

20 Bishop's Stortford 

(A) 

27 Dorchester Town 

(H) 

FEBRUARY 

3 Banbury United 

(A) 

10 Merthyr Town 

(H) 

17 Hitchin Town 

(A) 

24 Statford Town 

(H) 

MARCH 

3 Dunstable 

(A) 

10 Kettering Town 

(H) 

17 Redditch United 

(H) 

24 Hereford 

(A) 

31 Biggleswade Town 

(H) 

APRIL 

2 Weymouth 

(A) 

7 St Ives Town 

(H) 

14 Chesham United 

(A) 

21 FromeTown 

(H) 

28 St Neots Town 

(A) 


AFC TOTTON 


SOUTHERN WEST 


AUGUST 

12 Barnstaple Town(H) 

W 3-1 

15 Bishops Cleeve(A) 

W 3-1 

26 Slimbridge (H) 

LI-2 

28 Salisbury (A) 

L 0-2 

SEPTEMBER 

9YateTown (H) 

W 5-0 

16 Taunton Town (A) 

LI-2 

23 Larkhall (A) 

W1-0 

26 North Leigh (H) 

W 2-1 

30 Wimborne (A) 

D 1-1 

OCTOBER 

14 Cinderford (A) 

L 0-1 

21 Bideford (H) 

PP 

24 Swindon Superm (A) 

L 0-1 

28 Didcot (H) 

W 2-1 

NOVEMBER 

4 Kidlington (A) 

DO-O 

11 Mangotsfield (H) 

W 4-0 

14 Didcot Town 

(H) 

18 Shortwood 

(A) 

25 Evesham United 

(H) 

28 Wimborne Town 

(A) 

DECEMBER 

2 Cirencester Town 

(H) 

9 Bristol Manor Farm 

(A) 

16 Bishops Cleeve 

(H) 

23 Barnstaple Town 

(A) 

26 Salisbury 

(H) 

JANUARY 

1 Winchester City 

(A) 

6 Taunton Town 

(H) 

13 Slimbridge 

(A) 

20 Mangotsfield 

(A) 

27 Kidlington 

(H) 

FEBRUARY 

3 Larkhall Athletic 

(H) 

10 North Leigh 

(A) 

17 Cinderford Town 

(H) 

24 Paulton Rovers 

(A) 

MARCH 

3 Swindon Supermarine 

(H) 

10 Bideford 

(A) 

17 Bristol Manor Farm 

(H) 

24 Cirencester Town 

(A) 

31 YateTown 

(A) 

APRIL 

2 Winchester City 

(H) 

7 Shortwood United 

(H) 

14 Didcot Town 

(A) 

21 Wimborne Town 

(H) 

28 Evesham United 

(A) 


WINCHESTER 


SOUTHERN WEST 


AUGUST 

12 Shortwood (A) 

W 4-2 

15 Kidlington (H) 

L 0-1 

26 Larkhall (A) 

W 2-1 

28 Wimborne (H) 

W1-0 

SEPTEMBER 

9 Cirencester Town (A) 

L 0-1 

23 Mangotsfield (H) 

W 3-0 

26 Didcot Town (A) 

W 4-2 

30 Barnstaple (A) 

W 4-1 

OCTOBER 

14 Bristol Manor Farm (H) L 1-2 

17 Paulton (H) 

D1-1 

21 Taunton Town (A) 

LI-4 

27 Salisbury (H) 

L 4-5 

NOVEMBER 

4 Cinderford Town (A) 

D 2-2 

11 Bishops Cleeve (H) 

W 2-1 

14 Swindon Supermarine (H) 

18 YateTown 

(A) 

25 Bideford 

(H) 

28 North Leigh 

(A) 

DECEMBER 

2 Evesham United 

(H) 

9 Slimbridge 

(A) 

16 Kidlington 

(A) 

23 Shortwood United 

(H) 

26 Wimborne Town 

(A) 

JANUARY 

1 AFC Totton 

(H) 

6 Paulton Rovers 

(A) 

13 Larkhall Athletic 

(H) 

20 Bishops Cleeve 

(A) 

27 Cinderford Town 

(H) 

FEBRUARY 

3 Mangotsfield United 

(A) 

10 Didcot Town 

(H) 

17 Bristol Manor Farm 

(A) 

24 Barnstaple Town 

(H) 

MARCH 

3 Salisbury 

(A) 

10 Taunton Town 

(H) 

17 Slimbridge 

(H) 

24 Evesham United 

(A) 

31 Cirencester Town 

(H) 

APRIL 

2 AFC Totton 

(A) 

7 Yate Town 

(H) 

14 Swindon Supermarine (A) 

21 North Leigh 

(H) 

28 Bideford 

(A) 


SALISBURY 


SOUTHERN WEST 


AUGUST 

12 Mangotsfield (A) 

W 5-0 

15 Paulton Rovers(H) 

D 2-2 

26 North Leigh (A) 

LI-2 

28 AFC Totton (H) 

W 2-0 

SEPTEMBER 

9 Shortwood (A) 

W 8-0 

23 Yate Town (A) 

W1-0 

26 Swindon Super (H) 

L 0-2 

30 Bishops Cleeve (H) 

DO-O 

OCTOBER 

14 Slimbridge (A) 

W 5-2 

21 Evesham United (H) DO-O 

27 Winchester City (A) W 54 

NOVEMBER 

4 Barnstaple Town (A) 

W 2-0 

11 Larkhall Athletic (H) 

LI-2 

14 Kidlington 

(H) 

18 Cinderford Town 

(A) 

25 Bristol Manor Farm 

(H) 

28 Didcot Town 

(A) 

DECEMBER 

2 Bideford 

(H) 

9 Taunton Town 

(A) 

16 Paulton Rovers 

(A) 

23 Mangotsfield Unitec 

1 (H) 

26 AFC Totton 

(A) 

JANUARY 

1 Wimborne Town 

(H) 

6 Cirencester Town 

(A) 

13 North Leigh 

(H) 

20 Larkhall Athletic 

(A) 

27 Barnstaple Town 

(H) 

FEBRUARY 

3 Yate Town 

(H) 

10 Swindon Supermarine (A) 

17 Slimbridge 

(H) 

24 Bishops Cleeve 

(A) 

MARCH 

3 Winchester City 

(H) 

10 Evesham United 

(A) 

17 Taunton Town 

(H) 

24 Bideford 

(A) 

31 Shortwood United 

(H) 

APRIL 

2 Wimborne Town 

(A) 

7 Cinderford Town 

(H) 

14 Kidlington 

(A) 

21 Didcot Town 

(H) 

28 Bristol Manor Farm 

(A) 


WIMBORNE 


SOUTHERN WEST 


AUGUST 

12 Bishops Cleeve(H) 

W 3-1 

15 Didcot Town (A) 

L 2-4 

26 YateTown (H) 

W 4-2 

28 Winchester City (A) 

L 0-1 

SEPTEMBER 

2 Larkhall Athletic (H) 

LI-3 

9 Bristol Manor Farm(H) 

LI-3 

17 Evesham United (A) 

W 2-1 

23 Bideford (A) 

W 2-1 

30 AFC Totton (H) 

D 1-1 

OCTOBER 

14 North Leigh (A) 

D 1-1 

17 Cirencester (H) 

L 0-1 

21 Swindon Super (H) 

W 3-0 

24 Paulton Rovers (A) 

L 0-1 

NOVEMBER 

4 Shortwood United (H) 

W 5-2 

11 Cirencester Town (A) 

W 2-1 

14 Taunton Town 

(A) 

18 Mangotsfield United 

(H) 

25 Slimbridge 

(A) 

28 AFC Totton 

(H) 

DECEMBER 

2 Barnstaple Town 

(A) 

9 Kidlington 

(H) 

16 Didcot Town 

(H) 

23 Bishops Cleeve 

(A) 

26 Winchester City 

(H) 

JANUARY 

1 Salisbury 

(A) 

6 Evesham United 

(H) 

13 YateTown 

(A) 

20 Cirencester Town 

(H) 

27 Shortwood United 

(A) 

FEBRUARY 

3 Bideford 

(H) 

10 Larkhall Athletic 

(A) 

17 North Leigh 

(H) 

24 Cinderford Town 

(A) 

MARCH 

3 Paulton Rovers 

(H) 

10 Swindon Supermarine 

(A) 

17 Kidlington 

(A) 

24 Barnstaple Town 

(H) 

31 Bristol Manor Farm 

(A) 

APRIL 

2 Salisbury 

(H) 

7 Mangotsfield 

(A) 

14 Taunton Town 

(H) 

21 AFC Totton 

(A) 

28 Slimbridge 

(H) 
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Sclent Meter liemes 

proudly presents 

the Roller Team 
A-Class Pesasc! 


^ Manual from £61,819 ^ Automatic from £63,819 ^ 

^ with 5-year Roller Team Warranty ^ 

^ Plus 10-year Body Warranty! ^ 

Featuring 

^ Supersize garage ^ Reversing Camera Alloy Wheels ^ ... and More! ^ 



FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE 
FABULOUS LOCATION 

WEDDINGS * PARTIES 
MEETINGS * SKITTLES 
CHRISTENINGS * WAKES 

Telephone or email for availability or a 
brochure - Bar and exceptional food menu 
(if required) from buffet to 3 course sit down 
dinner we cater for any size function 
10 -100 people 

THE MORTIMER ARMS 
ROMSEY ROAD 
OWER (Jet 2 M27) 
ROMSEY, S051 6AF 

02380 814379 

www.mortimerarms.co.uk 

info@mortimerarms.co.uk 



Home Choose Carpets 


Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from. 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING • FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

We can move your furniture and uplift 
& dispose of your old carpets 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

www.home-choose-carpets.com 


Less hassle. Less time. Less cost... 

Free estimating and planning 

Fitted kitchens or replacement doors & worktops 

Huge choice of doors, worktops, sinks, taps & appliances 

Selection of luxury flooring now available 

DREAM DOORS W 

NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS 

MENTION THIS ADVERT for your FREE QUOTE 
&/or senior citizen discount 

Call Jane on 02380 274413 

Visit our Showroom: 8 Falkland Court, Falkland Road, 

Chandlers Ford, Eastleigh, S053 3GA - FREE PARKING — 
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Featuring Performances 

Gabriella White, 
Academy of^DaIcI 

First Jewellery And Diamond Auction 

Romsey Town Hall - 12 noon - Sunday, 19th November 


M CASHITIN.TV,.. 

Welcomes you to its icP 1 - 



Admission Free! 
Refreshments Available! 



"^VINTAGE f 

CHRISTMAS 


2ND “ 5RD DECEMBER 


market stalls CHILDREN'S 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT activities 

CHRISTMAS vintage 

CARVERY GROTTO f% 


FATHER CHRISTMAS 
ARRIVING IN A TANK ! 



#1 ATTRACTION 
IN DORSET 
ACCORDING TO 
TRIPADVISOR 
TRAVELLERS AS 
OF MAY 2016. 

(©*25 

tripadvisor 
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SPORTS PINK 


SAINTS' NOSTALGIA, 1987/88 



David Seaman punches clear during QPR's visit to The Dell. 
Kevin Brock scored the only goal for the visitors. 




Glenn Cockerill is challenged by Norman Whiteside during 
Manchester United's visit. Graham Baker watches on. 


Colin Clarke fires in a shot against Sheffield Wednesday, 
watched by Gordon Hobson and Kevin Moore. 




Kevin Moore, second left, heads in Saints' winner at Carrow Road in the club's first away game of the season. 


Colin Clarke runs at the Chelsea defence in October 1987 - the striker scored one of the goals in Saint' 3-0 win. 



Colin Clarke is crowded out by Manchester United Danny Wallace, right, fails to score a late winner for Saints at Colin Clarke scores from the penalty spot during Saints' 

defenders at The Dell. Charlton in October 1987. The game ended 1-1. thrilling 3-3 draw at Nottingham Forest. 
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SAINTS' NOSTALGIA, 1987/88 




Jimmy Case in midfield action with Everton pair Glynn Snodin 
(left) and Ian Wilson. 



Foul! Danny Wallace has his legs taken away from under him 
by this Watford challenge. 



Everton defender Pat Van Der Hauwe tries to block a shot 
from Kevin Moore. 



Former Saints defender Mark Wright acrobatically clears from 
Danny Wallace during Derby's win at The Dell. 



Left back Derek Statham prepares to get in a cross during a 2-2 
home draw with Wimbledon in April 1988. 



Danny Wallace sees a shot blocked by his former Saints 
colleague Peter Shilton, during the Dell clash with Derby. 
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SAINTS NOSTALGIA 1987/88 



Colin Clarke causes some anxious moments in the Sheffield 
Wednesday penalty area. 



Colin Clarke just fails to connect with a cross on Luton's plastic 
pitch at Kenilworth Road. Les Sealey is the goalkeeper. 



Colin Clarke challenges Chelsea goalkeeper Kevin Hitchcock for 
a high ball at Stamford Bridge. 



Y1MPEV 


Luton defender Steve Foster clears from the advancing Danny 
Wallace at Kenilworth Road. 




Danny Wallace, right, heads Saints' winner at Coventry City. 


Danny Wallace is unchallenged as he heads Saints' third goal in a 3-0 Dell win over Chelsea, who ended up relegated to the 
Second Division at the end of the 1987/88 season. 



Colin Clarke about to miss a penalty against Coventry City. Danny Wallace celebrates his goal against Coventry. 
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SAINTS NOSTALGIA 1987/88 
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Alan Shearer celebrates one of his three debut goals against Arsenal in April 1988 - when he was just 17. 


Alan Shearer scores the second of his debut hat-trick against the Gunners. 



Andy Townsend rises to win a header against West Ham. 
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Matt Le Tissier is crowded out in the Coventry six-yard box. 



Danny Wallace fires in a shot at goal during Saints' match at 
Stamford Bridge. 



Andy Townsend rises high during Saints' 2-0 win at Old 
Trafford in January 1988. 



Danny Wallace's route to goal is blocked by Manchester 
United defender Kevin Moran. 



Jimmy Case makes a tackle during the south coast derby with 
Pompey at The Dell. Derek Statham, right, watches on. 
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Book review 


Ascent 

By Sir Chris Bonnington 

Sportsbookofthemonth. 
com price: £13.77, saving 
£5.22 on rrp 

It comes as no surprise to learn 
that three years ago, at the age of 
80, Sir Chris Bonnington 
conquered The Old Man of Hoy, a 
449-foot sandstone sea stack off 
the island of Hoy in the Orkneys. 

He first climbed the stack with 
two others in 1966 and would do 
so again the following year for a 
live, 3-night BBC broadcast which 
attracted more than 15 million 
viewers. 

The size of that audience says 
much about non-climbers’ 
admiration for those hardy souls 
who tackle the world’s most 
terrifying peaks and for Sir Chris 
Bonnington in particular. 

Britain’s greatest climber has 
done it all: he was part of the first 
British team to successfully 
conquer the north face of the 
Eiger; he led the inaugural ascent 
of the south face of Annapurna 
and the team that topped Everest 
by the south west face. He first 
reached the summit of Everest 



more than thirty years ago. 

Inevitably, however, both loss 
and tragedy are integral parts of 
high-risk mountaineering. Indeed, 
it could be argued that the sport’s 
inherent danger is part of its 
attraction and Bonnington 
acknowledges this, recognising 
too that he has been lucky to 
survive, often when good friends 
have lost their lives, a situation 
which has often resulted in him 
having first to resolve a powerful 
mental conundrum before 
preparing for his next mountain 
challenge. 

The effect this has had upon 
family life has not always been 
positive. 

None the less, descriptions of 
his most daring ascents make for 
a gripping narrative, but at its 
heart Ascent reveals how Sir 
Chris overcame fear and 
trepidation en route to learning 
how to survive in the most 
extreme conditions. 

The book’s parallel story is 
equally personal, also tinged with 
sadness and tragedy, as well as 
great joy. 

Perhaps mountaineering is a 
metaphor for life; Ascent may 
lead you to conclude something 
broadly similar - it will certainly 
deepen your admiration for Sir 
Chris Bonnington. 


We will rarely see 
Tony's like again 


Mike 

Vimpany 



SCORES of past Hampshire coun¬ 
ty and local players, team-mates 
and opponents have paid their 
last respects and sad farewell to 
the late Tony Baker, club crick¬ 
eter supreme and Hampshire’s 
chief executive. 

Basingstoke Crematorium was 
predictably crammed to almost 
bursting point for a moving hour- 
long service conducted by Canon 
Phil Collins as a packed congre¬ 
gation celebrated the life of one 
of Southampton’s outstanding 
all-round cricketers who died last 
month, aged 77, after a long battle 
against Parkinson’s disease. 

Surviving team-mates from 
Tony’s glory days of the 60s and 
70s with Old Tauntonians & 
Southampton Touring Club, sat 
alongside past rivals from a host 
of Southern League clubs and a 
dozen or more former Hampshire 
county cricketers and office staff. 

Tony’s eldest son, Paul, read the 
eulogy 

“It was so important to me to 
make my lovely, wonderful, father 
proud, “ he said. 

He did that and more. 

Tony would have been proud of 
the way his son carried off one of 
life’s most difficult readings. 

Mr Baker’s tremendous sense 
of humour was reflected in his 
son’s address, which was warmly 
applauded, as was Tim Tremlett’s 
tribute which followed. 

Reflecting on his father’s life 
in cricket and in business, Paul 
spoke of the ‘wonderful family at¬ 
mosphere’ his father had helped 
create at Northlands Road, the 
home of Hampshire cricket un¬ 
til 2001 prior to the move to the 
Ageas Bowl. 

“Some of his happiest days 
were at Northlands Road and was 
proud that under his tenure play¬ 
ers like David Gower, Matthew 
Hayden, Malcolm Marshall and 
Shane Warne all joined the club,” 
he recalled. 

In club cricket, Tony Baker 
was an integral part of the Old 
Tauntonians side of the 60s and 
70s, a team which included local 
legends like Tim Binks, Derek 
Tulk and Bernie Thomason, who 
wasn’t fit enough to attend the fu¬ 
neral. 

“They were a formidable team, 
winning three of the first five 
Southern League titles,” Paul re¬ 
minded us. 




r 








Flashback to the time Tony Baker and Simon Lane shared a double century 
stand at The County Ground. On the left of the picture is Tony's son, Paul. 


Tony Baker 

“On Sunday, it was Southamp¬ 
ton Touring Club, under the 
unique Harold Longman, with a 
fabulous fixture list and the an¬ 
nual tour of North Devon. 

“It was on tour that Tim Binks 
scored his 100th century - a fan¬ 
tastic achievement few club crick¬ 
eters have ever achieved. I was 
proud to be in the team that day. 

Paul made special reference to 
one specific century - made for 
the Touring Club against the tour¬ 
ing Australian Old Collegians at 
the old County Ground, when Si¬ 
mon Lane, his great friend from 
Adelaide, was his batting partner. 

“Chasing down 235, Touring 


Club were 234 without loss and 
dad has made 122 not out. Simon 
is unbeaten on 99,” he smiled. 

“The pair met in mid-wicket to 
discuss how Simon, who had lost 
the strike, could reach his hun¬ 
dred against his Australian coun¬ 
terparts. 

“Tony said “we’ll pinch a quick 
single, and then you can hit the 
winning runs, against your own 
team, whilst bringing up your 
hundred”! 

“BrilliantlWhat could possibly 
go wrong? The very next ball dad 
leaned forward to nudge the sin¬ 
gle, got an inside edge that nar¬ 
rowly evaded his leg stump, and 
flew off down to fine leg for 4.” 

“Simon was marooned on 99 not 
out. His comments were unprint¬ 
able.” 

It was with the ball that Tony 
Baker showed his bowling prow¬ 
ess more than once - particularly 
in 1972 when he took all ten Net- 
ley Sports wickets for 26 in the 


Hector Young Trophy final in the 
Parks. 

He did more than his fair stint 
off the field too - doing virtually 
all the Touring Club’s admin be¬ 
fore becoming treasurer and later 
chairman of the old Southern 
League and later moving on to 
work for Hampshire, becoming 
their first ever Chief Executive 
in 1986 

A Saints season ticket holder at 
The Dell, Tony was a fine basket¬ 
ball player, a member of Stone- 
ham golf club and a successful 
race horse owner with Findon- 
based trainer Josh Gifford. 

But Tony Baker dedicated his 
life to cricket. 

Adjectives like honest, kind, 
genuine, intelligent continually 
cropped up in the countless trib¬ 
utes made. Not a bad template to 
live your life by... 

Sadly, Tony was the type of 
sportsman we will rarely see 
again. 
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Five things you can't miss in the next racing week 


JOHN’S THE ONE 

How lovely it will be to see Gold Cup 
hero Sizing John back in action at 
Haydock on Saturday. Jessica 
Harrington’s ace chaser is hot favourite 
for the Betfair Chase as he tries to nail 
the first leg of a possible £1 million bonus. 
Bristol De Mai and three-time winner Cue 
Card will not make it easy for him, though. 

DEFI THE ODDS 

Instead of running in a rough-and- 
tumble Greatwood Handicap at 
Cheltenham, Defi Du Seuil instead heads 
to Ascot for the Grade Two Coral Hurdle. 
The unbeaten hurdler could potentially 
reach even greater heights this winter, 


but he will need to be pretty wound up in 
a race that has a ludicrously good roll of 
honour. 

SMAD FOR IT 

Likeable grey Smad Place returned to 
winning form at Aintree last month and 
now takes aim at the Christy 1965 Chase 
at Ascot on Saturday. Alan King’s one¬ 
time Hennessy hero is not getting any 
younger and has probably always just 
been short of top class. But he is clearly 
in decent nick this autumn and should be 
a danger to all in this Grade Two over two 
miles and five furlongs. 

GIVE ‘EM ‘ELL 


Whatever you do, please do not ignore 
Gordon Elliott at Navan on Sunday. Last 
season on the corresponding card, the 
County Meath trainer secured a 41,276-1 
six-timer - spearheaded by Empire Of 
Dirt’s four-length victory in the Troytown 
Handicap. Such has been the form of 
Elliott’s Gigginstown army of late, few 
would rule out a similar scenario. 

THURLES THRILLS 

The attractive County Tipperary venue 
hosts an interesting card on Thursday, 
with the Listed chase over two and three- 
quarter miles the highlight. This race 
produced a rousing finish 12 months ago 
as golden oldies Champagne Fever and 
Lord Windermere tore the place up, with 


the former seizing the day by a head. 

FIXTURES 
(FLAT in capitals) 

Monday: Leicester, Plumpton, WOLVERHAMP¬ 
TON 

Tuesday: Fakenham, LINGFIELD, Southwell 
Wednesday: Chepstow, Hexham, KEMPTON, 
Warwick 

Thursday: CHELMSFORD (evening), Market 
Rasen, NEWCASTLE, Wincanton 
Friday: Ascot, Catterick, Ffos Las, NEWCASTLE 
(evening) 

Saturday: Ascot (ITV), Haydock (ITV), Hunting¬ 
don, LINGFIELD, WOLVERHAMPTON (even¬ 
ing) 

Sunday: Exeter, Uttoxeter. 


Warriors concede 
20 goals yet again 



SOUTHAMPTON Warriors could 
only muster nine players for the 
start of their New Forest Train¬ 
ing Services Ltd City of South¬ 
ampton Sunday League Junior 3 
clash with Testlands Reserves. 

Remarkably, they still managed 
to take the lead before a 10th play¬ 
er arrived. 

But that was as good as it got for 
Warriors, who ended up on the re¬ 
ceiving end of a 20-2 hammering. 

Testlands Reserves. 

They have now conceded 67 
goals in just five league games. 

It was also the second game in 
a row in which they had conced¬ 
ed at least 20 goals - following on 
from the 22-1 loss to Bearwood in 
the county cup a week earlier. 

Sean Haines led the Testlands 
goal rush with five, followed by 
Ryan Yeo (3), Luca Cordeddu (3), 
Ewan McCaffrey (3), Robert New 
(2), Ben Baddams (2) and Steven 
McCrory, 

Andrew McCormack and Anish 
Paul struck for Warriors. 

• Durley have the worst defen¬ 
sive record in the Senior Division 
after crashing 7-0 at home to Test- 
lands. 

On target were Dan Rogan (2), 
Luke Newman, Dan Scott, Char¬ 
lie Ford, Alex Sawyer and an own 
goal. 

• Chris Pye, Michael Thomas, 
Alix Taylor and Sami Miah were 
among the scorers as Bitterne 
Ducks caned second placed Hunt¬ 
ers Inn 6-1 in Junior 1. 

Bob Pearce replied for Hunters, 
who had trailed 5-0 at the interval. 

Kane Coundley struck Lynd- 
hurst’s consolation in a 5-1 caning 
at Lordshill. 

• AFC Spitfire leapt into the 
top four in Junior 2 after a 5-2 suc¬ 
cess at Marchwood Rovers. 

Matt Coulthard (2), Neil Phil- 
potts (2) and Marcin Wrezel were 


on target, with Ben Foster and 
Matt Petty replying. 

• Pete Sleep scored twice as 
AFC Stoneham jumped into the 
top four in Junior 4 with a 4-1 vic¬ 
tory at Hedge End City. Mark Che- 
vis also scored, with Ryan Dennis 
replying. 

• Ben Finn struck a brace as 
Chamberlayne Athletic A won 3-1 
at Dingle Rovers in the only Jun¬ 
ior 5 match played. Hayden Foster 
also scored after Ben Gurman had 
given Dingle a half-time lead. 

• Unity 101 moved seven points 
clear at the top of Junior 6 after 
caning Riverside Rangers 7-1. 


Ben Yela (2), Riyadh (2), Dost 
Hussain, Shazur Rahman and 
Hassan Ahmady shared the goals, 
while Unity also scored an own 
goal for Riverside’s consolation. 

• There were two comprehen¬ 
sive home wins in Junior 7. 

Alex Franks struck a hat-trick 
as AFC Itchen Reserves thumped 
Montfort 8-2. Mike Bedford, Ash 
Strong (2), Ryan Sevier and James 
Nash were also on target. 

Alex Fleat and Dion Bone both 
scored twice as AFC Mayflower 
Reserves trounced Southern 
Sports Reserves 6-2. Jamie Brown 
and Toby Wilkins completed the 


half dozen haul. 

• Matt Camfield was Bridge 
Manor’s goal hero as they came 
from behind to reach the second 
round of the DR Ryder Trophy 

Matt Bosenquet had given hosts 
Mottisfont a half-time lead, be¬ 
fore Camfield struck twice in the 
second half to give his side as 2-1 
victory. 

Athletico Romsey are through 
to the third round of the Hamp¬ 
shire Press Charlie Godden Tro¬ 
phy after a 4-1 victory at Phoenix 
United. Tom Munday (2), Robbie 
Taylor and Ollie Burroughs net¬ 
ted, with Jonny Pipes replying. 


City of Southampton Sunday League 

tables 

Senior 



P 

W 

D 

L F 

A Pts 

Chamberlayne 

7 

6 

1 

0 25 

6 

19 

Fawley R.B.L. 

6 

4 

1 

1 29 

13 

13 

Itchen Saints 

4 

3 

0 

1 14 

5 

9 

Testlands 

5 

3 

0 

2 15 

8 

9 

Boyatt Wood 

6 

2 

1 

3 12 

24 

7 

R.S. Nomansland 4 

2 

0 

2 13 

9 

6 

Durley 

7 

1 

1 

5 9 

32 

4 

A.F.C. Soton 

5 

1 

0 

4 8 

14 

3 

Clock Inn 

6 

1 

0 

5 9 

23 

3 

Junior 1 


P 

W 

D 

L F 

A Pts 

Hunters Inn 

6 

4 

0 

2 16 

14 

12 

Bridge Manor 

4 

3 

1 

0 13 

6 

10 

Bitterne Ducks 

6 

2 

2 

2 19 

18 

8 

Lynd hurst 

6 

3 

2 

019 

7 

6 

Lordshill 

4 

1 

0 

3 13 

16 

3 

A.F.C. Riverside 

4 

0 

2 

2 4 

8 

2 

Eastpoint 

3 

0 

1 

2 1 

6 

1 

Junior 2 


P 

w 

D 

L F 

A Pts 

Hedge End 

5 

5 

0 

0 27 

4 

15 

Chartwell Green 

4 

3 

0 

1 17 

11 

9 

Portswood 

6 

3 

0 

3 18 

16 

9 

A.F.C. Spitfire 

4 

2 

1 

1 10 

7 

7 

Bedford Arms 

2 

2 

0 

0 11 

1 

6 

Marchwood 

6 

1 

1 

4 9 

20 

4 

Curbridge 

4 

1 

0 

3 5 

13 

3 

Chamberlayne Res 4 

1 

0 

3 7 

17 

3 

Landguard 

5 

1 

0 

4 8 

23 

3 

Junior 3 


P 

W 

D 

L F 

A Pts 

O.T's & Romsey 

6 

6 

0 

0 35 

13 

18 

Mottisfont 

5 

5 

0 

0 34 

11 

15 

Mayfield Rovers 

5 

4 

0 

1 28 

7 

12 

Testlands Res 

6 

3 

1 

2 36 

16 

10 

Portside 

6 

3 

1 

2 26 

21 

10 

Test Valley 

4 

1 

0 

3 21 

20 

3 

Royale Marine 

3 

1 

0 

2 6 

9 

3 

A.F.C. Dorchester 5 

1 

0 

4 17 

22 

3 

London Airways 

5 

0 

0 

5 8 

32 

0 

Soton Warriors 

5 

0 

0 

5 7 

67 

0 

Junior 4 


P 

w 

D 

L F 

A Pts 

Athletico Romsey 6 

5 

0 

1 29 

11 

15 

Tokyo 

7 

5 

0 

2 21 

15 

15 

Sholing Monks 

8 

4 

1 

3 16 

22 

13 

A.F.C. Stoneham 

7 

3 

1 

3 19 

19 

10 

A.F.C. Forestside 

5 

3 

0 

2 23 

9 

9 

Nomansland Res 

4 

2 

0 

2 11 

19 

6 

Forest Home 

4 

1 

0 

3 8 

10 

3 

Hedge End City 

6 

1 

0 

5 11 

20 

3 

Romsey Comrades 5 

1 

0 

4 4 

17 

3 

Junior 5 


P 

W 

D 

L F 

A Pts 

Chandlers Ford 

7 

6 

0 

1 35 

13 

18 

Hedge End Club 

6 

5 

0 

1 24 

7 

15 

A.F.C. Itchen 

6 

4 

0 

2 18 

17 

12 

Dingle 

5 

3 

0 

2 13 

7 

9 

Chamberlayne A 5 

3 

0 

2 13 

11 

9 

Netley Spitfire 

7 

2 

0 

5 16 

30 

6 

A.F.C. Mayflower 3 

1 

0 

2 7 

11 

3 

Sp Compass 

5 

1 

0 

4 7 

15 

3 

Whitehart 

5 

1 

0 

4 11 

21 

3 

Burridge 

3 

0 

0 

3 3 

15 

0 

Junior 6 


P 

W 

D 

L F 

A Pts 

Unity 101 

7 

6 

0 

1 33 

9 

18 

Hamwic Rovers 

6 

3 

2 

1 16 

16 

11 

Southern Sports 

5 

3 

1 

1 16 

7 

10 

Otter S.F.C. 

4 

3 

0 

1 12 

9 

9 

Park Gate 

8 

2 

2 

4 21 

26 

8 

Riverside 

5 

2 

0 

3 7 

13 

6 

Nemesis 

5 

1 

1 

3 12 

16 

4 

Linden Tree 

5 

0 

1 

4 8 

18 

1 

Meon Valley 

3 

0 

1 

2 5 

16 

1 

Junior 7 


P 

w 

D 

L F 

A Pts 

Southern Res 

7 

4 

0 

3 36 

25 

12 

Southbridge 

6 

4 

0 

2 21 

24 

12 

Empire 

5 

3 

2 

0 28 

6 

11 

A.F.C. Itchen Res 

7 

3 

2 

2 25 

24 

11 

Wilton 

4 

3 

0 

1 8 

4 

9 

Montfort 

7 

2 

2 

3 16 

28 

8 

Phoenix United 

4 

2 

1 

1 14 

9 

7 

Mayflower Res 

7 

2 

1 

4 17 

25 

7 

M&T 

7 

0 

0 

7 7 

27 

0 
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SPORTS PINK 


HAMPSHIRE CRICKET LEAGUE AWARDS NIGHT NO.l 



Lymington's Trevor Phillips (right) receives the County Division 
1 runners-up prize from Hampshire's Chris Sole. 



P & S all-rounder Matt Benfield headed the CD1 batting charts 
with 670 runs, including two centuries. 



Sway's Tim Noble wins the County 2 batting award with 743 
runs 



Bishop's Watham's Marawat Hussain grabbed 29 wickets to 
win the Regional 1 North East bowling trophy. 




Top County Division 1 wicket taker Kieron Dunstan, with 31 victims for P & S. 


: Jubilant Portsmouth & Southsea with the County Division 1 trophy. 


SILVERWARE sparkled all 
around and celebrations 
ran long into the night as 
the Hampshire Cricket 
League dished out the first 
of its awards from the past 
season. 

Among the trophy 
winners were County 
Division 1 champions 
Portsmouth & Southsea, 
runners-up Lymington 
and Parley, who are 
promoted into the top 
flight ten years after 
joining the competition 
and working their way up 
from the bottom. 

Langley Manor seconds, 
Sway and Lyndhurst & 
Ashurst also collected 
team awards, along with 
a host of individual 
batting and bowling prize 
winners. 

The second presentation 
evening is at the 
Basingstoke Apollo next 
Friday evening. 

Pictures: Dave Vokes 
Photography 


II 



Mudeford's Ryan Attree (34 wickets) with the County 3 South 
bowling award 


Verwood pair Luke Hancock (609 runs) and John Driscoll (35 
wickets) were the top players in County 4 West. 
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HAMPSHIRE CRICKET LEAGUE AWARDS NIGHT NO.l 



Parley team celebrate. 


Sway seconds celebrate winning Regional 1 South West 


Gosport veteran Fred Seldom celebrated a fourth league 
batting award on the back of his 495-run tally for the Borough. 


Hayling Island's Mike Hallett (889 runs in County 3 South) and 
Dawn Ambi, with 40 wickets for Kerala in County 4 South, 
were the leading individual performers in the Hampshire 
League. 


Brad Varley took 31 wickets 



Evergreen Langley Manor opener Tim Rogers scored 633 runs Division 3 North West with 800 runs, which included three Matt Pooley scored 572 runs 
to top the Regional 3 South West charts. centuries. 
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33%jOFF 

5 YEARS 

FREE CREDIT 

ON WINDOWS, DOORS, CONSERVATORIES, 

DRIVEWAYS, HEATING, BOILERS AND THERMALODGE 

PLUS GUARANTEED FITTING 
BEFORE CHRISTMAS! 






f L APPLE RESIN, DRIVEWAYS 

EVhORIVE 


a* 1 

-sr-mr ii r; ib ini =- / 


III 1 Therrrfsflodge 


DOORS 
CONSERVATORIES 



f^fapple ^68667318583 

T 4 f home improvements www.applehomeimprovements.com 


VISIT OUR SHOWSITE 

Hamilton Business Park ^ 
Botley Road, Hedge End ' 

Showsites also across the South 




Win 

£ 1,000 

CHRISTMAS 

CASH 

Exclusive for 
News quest readers. 

See your Southern Daily Echo 
f on Monday 20th November for 
full details on how 
we can help make this 
your best Christmas yet! 

-V Iv" O 



STAIRLIFTS FITTED BEFORE CHRISTMAS IF ORDERED BY 19TH DECEMBER 


Tabley Riser Recliner Chair 

• Overall Height: 42.5'' 

• Overall Width: 32” 

• Overall Depth: 35.5" 

• Maximum User 
Weight: 23 stone 



Scout Root Scooter 


• Max Range: 10 miles 

• Max Speed: 4 mph 

• Max User Weight: 20 stone 



I—Lite Wheelchair (Transit) 


Seat Width: 19” • Solid Tyres 
Max User Weight: 18 stone 
Easy to fold down 






4 Wheel Walker (Steel) 

JpV • Easily manoeuvrable 

• Can be used inside or outside 

• Includes a tray, basket and 


» walking stick holder 


' V 


Andrea Slippers 


Strolley Trolley 

n 


m 


High Vision 
Floor Lamp 


N 


Heated Lap 
Blanket 



SOUTHAMPTON ABLEWORLD 

42-46 Portsmouth Read. Wcolston 
Southampton, S0199A0 
Email: Into aahlirwnrldsouthampton.eo.uk 

T: (02380) 440000 
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NOKIA 


Nokia 8 
on Android™ 


“Reliable, powerful and 
has a sharp, beautiful screen” 


CNET 



© 2017 HMD Global. All rights reserved. HMD Global Oy is the exclusive licensee of the Nokia brand for phones and tablets. Nokia is a registered trademark of Nokia Corporation. Google, Google Photos, Android are trademarks of Google 
Inc. The Android robot is reproduced or modified from work created and shared by Google and used according to terms described in the Creative Commons 3.0 Attribution License. All other trademarks are the property of their respective 
owners. Variations on offering may apply. Check local availability. Screen content simulated and captured with professional cameras. All images are for illustrative purposes only. 


OUR BEST SIM FREE PRICE EVER! 
WAS £499, NOW £399 SAVE £100 


Carphone warehouse 








48 Saturday, November 18, 2017 


SPORTS PINK 


7IJA 





RESULTS 


SATURDAY’S FOOTBALL RESULTS AND TABLES 


Premier League 


AFC Bournemouth.. 

Wilson 26,31,84 
Arter 70 
HT 2-0 

Arsenal. 

Mustafi 36 
Sanchez 41 
HT 2-0 

Burnley. 

Cork 29 
Barnes 40 
HT 2-0 

Crystal P. 

McArthur 1 
Zaha 35 
HT 2-2 

Leicester. 


Huddersfld.0 


...2 Tottenham Hotspur...0 


HT 0-1 

Liverpool.. 

Salah 31,41 
Coutinho 68 
HT 2-0 

Man Utd.... 

HTL-L 

W.B.A. 


Att 59,530 

Swansea.0 


Everton.2 

Baines 6 pen 
Niasse 45 
Att 25,526 

Man City.2 

Gabriel Jesus 45 
De Bruyne 49 
Att 31,908 

SAINTS.0 


Newcastle... 


Chelsea.4 

Morata 17 
Hazard 23,62 
Alonso 38 
Att 23,592 


AWAY 

PWDLFA WDLF 


Man City 12 5 1 0 24 4 


Man Utd 
Tottenham 12 3 
Liverpool 12 4 
Arsenal 12 6 
Burnley 12 3 
Brighton 11 2 
Watford 11 1 
Huddersfld 12 3 
Newcastle 11 3 
Leicester 12 2 
Bournemouth 12 2 
SAINTS 12 2 
Stoke 11 2 
Everton 12 3 
W.B.A. 12 1 
West Ham 11 2 
Swansea 12 1 
Crystal P 12 1 


12 3 1 2 9 6 


8 11 
8 12 
6 10 
6 10 


A Pt 

3 34 

4 25 

5 23 

5 23 
16 22 
12 22 

7 22 

6 15 

10 15 

11 15 

5 14 

10 13 

8 13 

6 13 

11 12 

12 12 
8 10 


SkyBet Championship 


Birminghm... 

Adams 5 
HT 1-0 

Cardiff. 


Ward 36 
HT 2-0 

Fulham.... 

HTL-L 

Hull. 

Bowen 34 
Dicko 51 
HT 1-1 

Norwich.. 

Murphy 12 
HT 1-0 

Q.P.R. 

Mackie 18 

HT 1-1 

Reading.. 


HT 0-1 

Sheff Wed... 

HT 0-0 

Sunderlnd... 

Grabban 12 
Matthews 46 
HT 1-2 


Att 16,335 

Derby Cty.L 

Ipswich.2 

McGoldrick 6 
Spence 88 
Att 15,516 

Barnsley.1 

Barnes 47 
Att 25,545 

A. Villa.2 

Adomah 45 pen,58 
Att 16,934 

Wolves.2 

Ivan Cavaleiro 16 
Doherty 88 


Bristol C ... 
Millwall. 


Wolves 
Sheff Utd 17 

Cardiff 17 

Bristol C 17 

A. Villa 17 

Middlesbro 16 

Ipswich 16 

Derby Cty 15 

Sheff Wed 17 

Nottm For 17 

Leeds Utd 16 

Norwich 17 

Brentford 17 

Preston 17 

Q.P.R. 17 

Barnsley 16 

Fulham 16 

Millwall 17 

Reading 16 

Hull 17 

Birminghm 17 

Burton Albionl 7 
Bolton 17 

Sunderlnd 17 


Att 25,916 

.2 

Saville 16,20 

Att 27,399 

HOME AWAY 

PWDLFA WDLFAPt 


1 1 15 

70 1 14 4 

6 3 0 16 4 

4 3 1 12 7 

4 3 1 11 7 

4 2 2 9 6 

5 0 3 14 8 

41 2 13 7 
44 1 15 10 
5 0 3 13 9 

3 2 3 12 7 

2 4 3 7 9 

25 1 14 12 

3 4 2 10 8 

5 2 2 13 9 

32 3 11 10 
152 8 10 

41 3 14 10 
2 2 4 8 11 

4 23 16 

3 6 8 

6 9 21 

5 8 15 

5 10 16 


11 36 
9 34 
9 31 
9 29 
7 26 

16 25 

12 25 
9 24 

18 24 
12 23 

12 23 
11 22 
11 22 

15 21 
12 20 

9 19 
9 18 
10 18 

16 17 

17 15 

13 13 

14 12 
17 11 


SkyBet League One 


Bristol R. 

Brown 88 

HT 0-2 

Bury. 

HT 0-2 

Charlton. 

Magennis 6 
Golbourne 87 og 
HT 1-0 


AFC Wimbledon.3 

Barcham 2 
Forrester 45 
McDonald 61 
Att 8,734 

Blackburn.3 

Antonsson 12,37 
Dack 63 
Att 7,159 

M K Dons.2 

Agard 63,90 pen 
Att 10,557 


Fleetwood Town.0 

HT 0-0 

Northmptn.0 

HT 0-0 

Oldham.3 

Dummigan 2 
Doyle 83,86 
HT 1-1 

Peterboro.0 

HT 0-1 

Plymouth.0 


HT 0-1 

POMPEY.1 

Pitman 54 
HT 0-0 

Rotherham.1 

Towell 76 

HT 0-1 

Walsall.0 

HT 0-1 

Wigan.1 

Dunkley 24 

HT 1-1 


P W 

Shrewsbry 17 7 
Wigan 17 6 
Bradford 18 4 
Scunthorpe 18 4 
Charlton 16 5 
Blackburn 16 4 
Oxford Utd 18 3 
Rotherham 18 6 
Fleetwood Tnl 8 4 
POMPEY 18 5 
Peterboro 17 5 
Blackpool 17 5 
M K Dons 18 3 
Southend 17 4 
Oldham 17 4 
Bristol R 


18 2 
Walsall 17 2 
Wimbledon 18 2 
Gillingham 18 1 
Northmptn 18 3 
Rochdale 17 3 
Plymouth 18 1 
Bury 18 3 


3 2 9 6 
2 1 12 8 

2 2 14 8 

4 2 18 11 
0 3 23 11 

3 2 16 13 

1 3 14 6 
0 4 12 13 
1 2 12 9 

4 2 12 13 
4 0 10 6 
0 5 15 17 
0 4 16 15 

4 3 11 12 

5 2 12 12 

3 4 8 10 

4 4 8 11 


Doncaster.0 

Att 3,181 

Scunthorpe.3 

Burgess 56 
Holmes 58,74 
Att 5,181 

Rochdale.1 

Done 16 
Att 6,129 

Blackpool.1 

Vassell 21 
Att 5,254 

Oxford Utd.4 

Ledson 15 pen 
Thomas 52 

Obika 77 
Att 10,805 

Southend.0 

Att 18,431 

Shrewsbry.2 

Nolan 16 
Payne 90 
Att 8,184 

Gillingham.1 

Wilkinson 44 
Att 4,917 

Bradford.2 

Wyke 14 
Robinson 90 
Att 10,649 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 

5 3 1 12 8 40 

5 1 2 14 7 36 

6 2 1 18 11 33 

5 2 2 13 7 32 

4 2 2 13 10 31 

4 2 2 10 4 28 

4 1 4 13 11 26 

2 2 5 8 14 26 

3 2 4 11 13 26 

3 1 5 9 16 26 

2 4 2 15 11 25 

2 3 4 11 13 25 

3 1 5 8 13 23 

2 1 6 10 21 23 

2 3 3 15 19 21 

2 0 7 10 18 21 

3 1 5 8 9 20 

2 2 4 9 13 19 

3 1 5 6 10 19 

3 2 4 6 10 18 

2 3 4 9 13 18 

0 5 4 8 14 17 

2 3 4 7 9 14 

0 3 6 9 17 13 


SkyBet League Two 


Acc Stanley.1 

Wilks 88 
HT 0-0 

Chesterfld.1 

Dennis 50 
HT 0-0 

Colchester.0 

HT 0-0 

Forest Grn.3 

Doidge 44,83 
lacovitti 90 

HT 1-1 

Grimsby.0 

HT 0-0 

Lincoln City.1 

Rhead 28 

HT 1-0 

Luton.7 

Potts 24 
O Lee 31 
Hylton 35,81,90 
E Lee 45,88 
HT 4-0 

Mansfield.1 

Hemmings 24 
HT 1-0 

Notts Cnty.3 

Grant 30,52 
Brisley 54 
HT 1-1 

Port Vale.1 

Pope 80 pen 
HT 0-0 

Wycombe.4 

Eze 50 

Mackail-Smith 72,81,83 
HT 0-0 

Yeovil.1 


p w 

Notts Cnty 18 7 
Luton 18 7 
Acc Stanley 18 5 
Exeter 18 6 
Swindon 18 3 
Wycombe 18 4 
Coventry 18 5 
Mansfield 18 5 
Newport Co 18 4 
Lincoln City 18 3 
Carlisle 18 2 
Colchester 18 4 
Stevenage 18 4 
Cambridge 18 5 
Grimsby 18 2 
Cheltnham 18 5 
Yeovil 18 4 
Forest Grn 18 3 
Port Vale 18 2 
Morecambe 18 3 
Crawley 18 1 
Crewe 
Barnet 
Chesterfld 


D L F A 
2 0 20 6 
0 2 31 10 
2 2 16 9 
0 3 13 9 

2 4 11 15 

3 2 21 15 


4 2 10 7 

4 3 14 11 
3 2 16 8 

3 2 17 13 
2 2 12 8 

4 3 7 9 

1 3 17 12 

3 2 14 8 
1 5 12 18 

1 6 9 14 

2 4 7 10 
2 6 5 11 

42 4 13 16 


AWAY 


Ladbrokes Scottish Prem 


A Pt 
I 12 37 
: 7 35 

11 34 
: 10 33 
6 32 
* 12 30 
i 7 30 

i 12 28 

15 27 
10 27 
i 12 26 
i 13 26 
: 16 25 

15 25 
1 15 23 

16 22 
27 19 

i 17 19 
10 18 
' 13 18 
: 10 17 
; 16 17 
17 14 
19 13 


Aberdeen.0 

HT 0-1 

Dundee.0 

HT 0-0 

Hibernian.1 

Stokes 90 pen 

HT 0-0 

Partick.P 

Postponed - new date to arranged. 

Rangers.0 

HT 0-0 

Ross Cnty.0 

HT 0-0 

HOME 

PWDLFA 
Celtic 13 3 3 0 13 5 

Aberdeen 13 4 1 2 10 8 

Hibernian 14 3 1 3 10 10 

Rangers 13 2 2 3 10 9 

Motherwell 13 4 0 3 10 5 

St Johnstn 14 3 2 2 8 10 

Hamilton 14 1 2 4 9 14 

Hearts 13 1 1 2 3 5 

Ross Cnty 14 2 1 5 9 13 

Kilmarnock 14 0 2 5 4 13 

Partick 13 2 2 3 9 11 

Dundee 14 2 2 3 8 10 


Motherwell.2 

Moult 42,55 
Att 14,013 

Kilmarnock.0 

Att 5,853 

St Johnstn.2 

Davidson 74 
MacLean 90 
Att 17,044 

Hearts.P 

Hamilton.2 

Templeton 47 
Lyon 81 
Att 48,892 

Celtic.1 

Griffiths 78 


AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 
7 0 0 17 1 33 


0 10 6 27 

0 12 6 25 

0 17 6 24 

2 10 10 22 
4 7 11 18 

3 12 10 15 

4 9 12 15 

3 5 9 14 

1 7 6 12 

4 2 11 10 

6 5 15 9 


Ladbrokes Scottish Ch’ship 


HOME 

P W D L F 
St Mirren 12 5 1 0 17 

Dundee Utd 12 4 1 1 8 

Livingston 12 3 3 1 11 

Dunfrmline 12 4 0 1 15 

Queen Sth 12 3 1 1 10 

Morton 12 2 1 3 9 

Inverness CT12 12 2 3 

Dumbarton 12 2 1 3 4 

Falkirk 12 0 5 2 3 

Brechin 12 0 2 5 3 


W D L F A Pt 

2 1 3 7 10 23 

3 1 2 6 6 23 

3 1 1 9 6 22 

2 3 2 11 6 21 

3 2 2 11 9 21 

2 3 1 7 6 16 

2 2 3 10 11 13 

1 3 2 5 6 13 

1 1 3 6 11 9 

0 0 5 5 12 2 


Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 1 


Newport County.1 

Nouble 48 
Att 1,371 

Exeter.0 

Att 5,195 

Morecambe.0 

Att 2,872 

Crewe.2 

Porter 14 
Bowery 54 
Att 2,221 

Carlisle.1 

Hill 70 
Att 3,753 

Coventry.2 

Jones 61 
Nazon 70 
Att 9,581 

Cambridge.0 


Att 8,721 

Stevenage.0 

Att 3,353 

Cheltnham.1 

Winchester 35 

Att 5,809 

Barnet.0 

Att 4,207 

Crawley.0 

Att 4,494 

Swindon.2 

Gordon 67 
Anderson 89 
Att 3,622 


Ayr Utd 13 

Raith 12 

Alloa 13 

Arbroath 13 

East Fife 13 

Stranraer 12 

Albion R 13 

Airdrieonians 13 

Forfar 13 

Queen Park 13 


42 1 17 7 

6 0 0 13 2 

41 1 11 8 

21 3 14 13 

4 0 2 12 11 
4 0 2 14 11 
1 0 6 7 19 


W D L F A Pt 

5 0 1 21 7 29 

2 2 2 13 7 26 

2 2 3 10 9 21 

4 1 2 17 9 20 

2 0 5 5 13 18 

1 2 3 7 10 17 

4 1 1 22 12 16 

1 1 5 7 18 15 

1 1 4 7 15 12 


Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 2 


Cowdenbth... 

Miller 70 
HT 0-1 


...1 Annan Athletic.1 

Smith 43 
Att 249 


Stirling A 12 3 1 2 14 9 

Montrose 12 3 2 1 8 7 

Peterhead 12 2 1 3 9 10 

Stenhsmuir 12 4 1 1 13 5 

Elgin 12 3 1 2 9 6 

Berwick 12 3 

Annan Ath 13 1 

Clyde 12 1 

Edinburgh City 12 1 
Cowdenbth 13 1 


9 10 


3 3 10 15 
0 5 3 12 

1 5 4 15 


0 16 7 26 

1 9 6 24 

1 16 5 22 

1 8 8 22 

2 14 11 20 

3 3 8 17 

3 12 9 16 

3 9 12 10 

4 4 10 7 

4 2 6 6 


Scottish Cup Third Round 


Airdrieonians.. 

McGregor 33 
Hastie 49 
HT 1-1 

Arbroath. 

Hamilton 16 
McIntosh 36,70 
HT 2-0 

Banks ODee.... 

Watt 26 pen 


HT 2-4 

Buckie T.2 

Mcloud 3,43 
HT 2-1 

Clyde.0 

HT 0-1 

Dumbarton.1 

Carswell 24 
HT 1-0 

East Kilbride.3 

McNeil 6,63 
Howie 90 


HT 1-1 

Formartine United.. 

Crawford 15 
HT 1-0 

Livingston. 

Mackin 20,61 
HT 1-0 

Lothian Thistle. 

Wringe 47 


Ayr Utd .. 


Montrose.0 

HT 0-0 

Peterhead.3 

J Brown 55, McAllister 57,85 
HT 0-0 

Queen Park.1 

Galt 65 

HT 0-0 

Spartans.1 

Dishington 17 
HT 1-0 

Stenhsmuir.1 

Paterson 27 
HT 1-0 

Stranraer.0 

HT 0-0 


Queen Sth.0 

Att 512 

Raith.0 

Att 671 

Dunfrmline.4 

Clark 48, Talbot 59 
Ryan 78 
McManus 89 
Att 1,179 

Fraserburgh.2 

Campbell 47 pen 
Hay 89 
Att 335 

Alloa.2 

Malcolm 50,67 
Att 400 

Brora.1 

Mackay 90 
Att 440 


Vanarama National League 


AFC Fylde.2 

Rowe 34,69 
HT 1-0 

Bromley.1 

Dennis 15 
HT 1-1 

Dagenham.3 

Ferrier 29 
Doe 45 
Howell 80 
HT 2-2 

EASTLEIGH.0 

HT 0-1 

Gateshead.1 

Buxton 90 og 
HT 0-0 

Hartlepool.0 

HT 0-1 

Leyton O.1 

Clay 78 
HT 0-1 

Macclesfld.0 

HT 0-0 

Maidstone Utd.1 

Pigott 1 
HT 1-0 

Sutton Utd.3 

Lafayette 45,73 
Dundas 58 
HT 1-0 

Woking.1 

Carter 39 
HT 1-1 

Wrexham.2 

Holroyd 28,74 pen 
HT 1-0 

HOME 

PWDLFA 
Dover 20 5 3 2 15 7 

Wrexham 20 5 4 1 12 6 

Sutton Utd 20 5 3 2 16 14 

Macclesfld 20 4 3 3 10 11 

Aldershot 20 5 3 2 20 13 

Maidstone 19 3 6 1 12 10 

Bromley 20 5 2 3 17 8 

Dagenham 20 7 1 2 22 12 

Woking 20 6 2 2 17 11 

Boreham W 20 4 3 3 13 9 

Gateshead 20 5 3 2 13 6 

Ebbsfleet 20 4 4 2 14 11 

Hartlepool 20 3 3 4 9 11 

Maidenhead 20 4 3 3 14 13 

Tranmere 20 5 2 3 14 9 

AFC Fylde 19 3 4 2 13 12 

FC Halifax 20 4 3 3 11 11 

EASTLEIGH 20 3 4 3 13 13 

Leyton O 20 3 2 5 13 14 

Barrow 20 3 5 2 12 9 

Chester FC 20 2 3 5 10 14 

Guiseley 20 2 5 3 11 11 

Solihull Moors 20 1 2 7 9 20 

Torquay 20 1 3 6 8 13 


Torquay.0 

Att 1,552 

Chester FC.1 

Hannah 14 
Att 1,129 

Guiseley.2 

Molyneux 18 
Fondop-Talom 23 

Att 1,116 

Barrow.2 

Harrison 32 
Dunne 55 
Att 1,708 

Tranmere.0 

Att 1,140 

Aldershot.2 

Mensah 44, Kellermann 87 
Att 3,732 

Dover.1 

Nortey 23 
Att 4,548 

Boreham W.0 

Att 1,324 

Solihull Moors.1 

Thomas 64 

FC Halifax.2 

Denton 64 
Garner 85 
Att 1,968 

Maidenhead Utd.1 

Clifton 10 

Ebbsfleet United.0 

Att 4,150 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 

5 4 1 12 6 37 

5 2 3 7 6 36 

5 3 2 13 10 36 

7 0 3 11 7 36 

4 3 3 13 11 33 

6 0 3 13 9 33 

4 3 3 13 15 32 

1 6 3 10 13 31 

3 1 6 10 17 30 

3 5 2 14 12 29 

2 4 4 12 12 28 

12 28 


4 4 2 10 

3 4 3 15 


7 27 

15 25 

13 25 

14 23 
20 20 
21 19 

16 17 
23 17 
19 12 
21 11 


Milne 36,89 
Ross 86 
Att 439 


Vanarama National Lge Sth 


Shankland 1,37 
Watt 9 pen 
McDaid 43,45 
Moore 63,66 

Brechin.3 

Sinclair 22 
Layne 59,86 
Att 550 

East Fife.2 

Smith 32 
Page 67 
Att 527 

Elgin.0 

Att 491 

Albion R.4 

Howie 23 og 
Fisher 47 
Vitoria 54 
Trouten 61 
Att 300 

Forfar.0 

Att 244 

Glenafton Athletic.0 

Att 735 

St Mirren.7 

Morgan 4 
Reilly 8,32,36,42 
Baird 17 
Smith 24 


Braintree Town.0 

HT 0-0 

Concord Rgs.4 

Knight 25,61 
Greenhalgh 55 
Nasha 82 
HT 1-2 

Dartford.4 

Mfula 26 

Della Verde 35,53, Pavey 57 
HT 2-0 

East Thurrock.0 

HT 0-0 

Eastbourne Borough.2 

Dawes 45,87 
HT 1-1 

Hampton & Richmond.... 1 

Coombes 48 
HT 0-0 

H Hempstead.2 

German 8 
Parkes 38 pen 
HT 2-0 

Hungerford Town.0 

HT 0-1 

Oxford C.3 

Oxlade-Chamberlain 5 
McEachran 8, Fleet 87 
HT 2-1 

St Albans.1 

Merson 33 
HT 1-2 

Whitehawk.0 


Weston-S-Mare.1 

Harper 51 

Chippenham.2 

Richards 
Morton 13 

Gloucester.1 

Edge 64 
Att 820 

Havant and W.1 

Rutherford 54 
Att 203 

Bath City.3 

Jarvis 39,68 
Welch-Hayes 82 
Att 520 

Poole Town.0 

Welling U.2 

Bradbrook 56 
Healy 58 
Att 453 

Truro City.1 

Tyler 38 og 
Att 224 

Wealdstone.2 

Eisa 35,88 
Att 349 

Bognor Regis Town .2 

Campbell 12 
Beck 44 
Att 583 

Chelmsford.2 

Johnson 12 
Dickson 15 
Att 273 



NON LEAGUE 
FOOTBALL 

Saturday, 18 November 2017 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 
Braintree 0 Weston-super-Mare 1 
Concord Rangers 4 Chippenham 2 
Dartford 4 Gloucester 1 
East Thurrock 0 Havant & Waterlooville 1 
Eastbourne Borough 2 Bath City 3 
Hampton & Richmond 1 Poole Town 0 
Hemel Hempstead 2 Welling Utd 2 
Hungerford 0 Truro City 1 
Oxford City 3 Wealdstone 2 
St Albans 1 Bognor Regis 2 
Whitehawk 0 Chelmsford 2 
EV0-STIK SOUTH 
Premier Division: 

Banbuiy Utd 1 St Neots 1 
Basingstoke 1 Kings Lynn 2 
Biggleswade 2 Kings Langley 0 
Bishops Stortford 2 Farnborough 2 
Chesham Utd 13 Merthyr Town 1 
Dorchester 4 Kettering 1 
Gosport Borough 1 Dunstable 0 
Hereford's Hitchin 0 
Royston Town 2 Redditch Utd 1 
Slough 3 Weymouth 0 
Stives 2 Frame 2 
Tiverton 2 Stratford 1 
West Division: 

Bideford 4 Larkhall 1 
Bristol MF 2 Cirencester 2 
Cinderford 1 Salisbury 1 
Didcot 4 Barnstaple 2 
Evesham 0 Taunton 3 
Kidlington 3 Paulton Rovers 0 
North Leigh 3 Bishops Cleeve 1 
Shortwood Utd 1 AFC Totton 3 
Swindon Supermarine A-A Slimbridge 
Wimborne 3 Mangotsfield 1 
Yate 1 Winchester City 1 
East Division: 

AFC Dunstable 6 Egham Town 1 
AFC Rushden & Diamonds 4 Northwood 0 
Arlesey Town 1 Beaconsfield Town 2 
Aylesbury 2 Kempston Rovers 2 
Chalfont St Peter 2 Ashford Town 0 
Fleet Town 1 Barton Rovers 0 
Hartley Wintney 1 Cambridge City 2 
Hayes & Yeading Utd 4 Aylesbuiy Utd 0 
Marlow 2 Bedford Town 2 
Moneyfields 3 Hanwell Town 1 
Thame Utd 1 Uxbridge 0 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: 

Alresford 5 Amesbuiy 0 
Blackfield & Langley 2 Bafnns MR 0 
Bournemouth Poppies 0 Fareham Town 3 
Brockenhurst 0 Andover Town 2 
Cowes Sports 0 Bashley 4 
Lymington Town 2 Bemerton HH 3 
Petersfield 0 Newport loW 6 
Portland Utd 2 Hamble Club 2 
Shaftesbury 0 Hamworthy Utd 2 
Sholing 1 AFC Portchester 1 
Team Solent 1 Horndean 0 
Division One: 

Alton 4 Whitchurch 0 
Andover NS 2 Laverstock & Ford 1 
East Cowes Vies 1 Hythe & Dibden 1 
Folland Sports 0 Tadley Calleva 3 
New MiltonBv Downton 1 
Ringwood 1 AFC Stoneham 3 
Totton & Eling pp Christchurch 
US Portsmouth 1 Fawley 0 
NEW FOREST CARE HAMPSHIRE PREMIER 
LEAGUE 

Premier Division: 

Colden Common 1 Locks Heath 2 
Fleetlands 1 Liss 0 
Hayling Utd 3 Sway 2 
Hedge End Rangers 2 Liphook United 3 
QK Southampton 2 Clanfield 1 
Stockbridge 2 Winchester Castle 2 
Division One: 

South Wonston Swifts 8 AFC Petersfield 0 
Michelmersh & Timksbuiy 3 Four Marks 4 
Combination Division: 

Clanfield pp Paulsgrove 
Headley Unired 2 Hayling United 2 
Winchester Castle 1 Fleetlands 1 
HAMPSHIRE INTERMEDIATE CUP, second round: 
Baffins Milton Rovers Res 1 BTC Soton 4 
Bush Hill 3 Upham 2 
Paulsgrove 1 Comrades Sports 0 
Romsey Town Res 2 Bush Hill Res 2 (8-9 
on pens) 

SOUTHAMPTON SENIOR CUP - third round: 

Netley Central Sports 2 Infinity 0 
ALDERSHOT INTERMEDIATE CUP - second 
round: 

Liphook 2 West End Village 4 
Wey Valley 2 Headley Utd 5 
WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
East Division: 

Fareham Town 3 Alton 2 
Hamble Club 1 Gosport Borough 1 
Newport loW 4 Bosham 0 
Tadley Calleva 2 US Portsmouth 2 
West Division: 

Bemerton HH 1 New Milton Town 4 
Christchurch 3 Ringwood Town 1 
Downton 3 East Cowes Vies 2 
Fawley AFC 1 Lymington Town 2 
Hythe & Dibden 3 Totton 8. Eling 1 
Laverstock & Ford 1 Team Solent 1 
Verwood Town 3 Colden Common 4 
DREW SMITH GROUP SOUTHAMPTON LEAGUE 
Bledisloe quarter-finals: 

Alderbuy 4 Chalke Valley 0 
Alderholt LL Redlynch & W Utd. 
Premier: 

AFC Gulf Western 3 Chamberlayne AFC 2 
Braishfield 1 Nursling 0 
Soton University 3 Bishops Waltham Dyn 3 
Senior 1: 

Compton 9 Hedge End Town 2 
Comrades Sports Res 0 Priory Rovers 6 
Montefiore Halls 3 Durley 0 
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